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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 

% 

IRAQ—PART 4 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
EQ 1011/1 No, 1 

IRAQ; ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1940 

Sir //. Muck to Ur. McNeil* (Reft-teed 1 7th January) 


(No, 2 Confidential) Baydtid, 

Sir, 4th January, 1950, 

I have the In moor to transmit to you 
herewith it political review of events in 
Iraq during the year 194&, fur the writing 
of which J am indebted to Mr. Richmond, 
Oriental Counsellor at this Embassy. 

I am sending copies of this despatch and 
its enclosure to Cairn, Damascus, Beirut, 
Amman, Jedda, I'd Aviv, the British 
Middle East Office, His Majesty A Consular 
Officers in Iraq, and the Air Officer 
Commanding in Iraq. 

T have, ifcc, 

HENRY IE MACK. 


Enclosure in No, ] 

I.—General 

Nnri Pasha's tenth Labhfiel covered 
eleven months of I! 149. His Government 
took over on 8th January and was replaced 
by 1 hat. of Ali Jawdat on 1 Oth December. 
Nuri left Iraq at the end of the year for 
a sen voyage to Bombay, hut Ids newly 
formed political party is now the strongest 
single group in the Chamber of Deputies 
and his support or opposition must there¬ 
fore have a strong influence on the fate of 
the present Government. 

'2. The most pressing tasks which con¬ 
fronted him on becoming Prime Minister 
wert* to put I race’s financial position upon a 
better footing, to obtain a solution of the 
Palatine problem which would not be a 
total defeat for the Arabs, ami to reassert 
the author it)' of the Iraqi Government 
over subversive elements in Iraq. Although 
% financial position did not get worse 
during 1949 and although Nuri succeeded 
ta liquidating the comm it men t of the Iraqi 
array in Palestine, he was fully successful 
only in the third of these tasks 

II«— Domestic Affairs 

3 Nuri s original Cabinet was not a 
strong one There was no Minister of 
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Finance, and the Ministers of t 'onituimn a¬ 
tions and Works and of Education were 
not fully in the confidence of the Prime 
Minister. The Under Secretary of Finance 
was made Minister at the end of January 
but proved to lie a source of political weak¬ 
ness rather than strength to the Cabinet, 
Efforts to strengthen the Ministry were 
made during March, but these were not 
fully successful. Saleh Jabr, whose power¬ 
ful position on the side-lines has bad an 
important effect on the political situation 
throughout the year, pressed for the 
appointment of Tawfiq Suwaidi as Deputy 
Prime Minister, but Umar Nadlimt was 
finallv appointed in spite of some opposi¬ 
tion from the Minister of Communications 
end Works. At the same time. Dr. Jamali, 
who had only just presented his Letters as 
Minister in Cairo, was brought Imck to take 
over the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 
the newly-appointed Governor of the 
Nations 1 Bank. A supporter of Saleh Jabr 
was brought to the Ministry of the Interior, 
By the middle of August, the Cabinet's 
weakness was becoming notorious. There 
we re i n tr rnfi i r 1 i Herein v. s a n> I t h e Mi n iste r s 
of Finance and Social Affairs were openly 
attacked for corruption in the press, The 
general opinion was that Nuri musl either 
reconstitute his Cabinet nr resign. In these 
circumstances, he consulted Saleh Jabr, 
Tuwfiq Smvaidi. Jamil Madfai and Mi 
M unit as?, and submitted his proposals for a 
strengthened Cabinet to His Royal High¬ 
ness, who was then in London. Tawliq 
Smvaidi was tube Deputy Prime Minister 
and Ali Mumtaz was to take Finance. The 
Regent deferred consideration of these pro¬ 
posals until his return to Bagdad When 
he did return he refused them, because of 
his distrust of Tawfiq Suwaidi A long 
perkvl of uncertainty followed, during 
which abortive discussions continued be¬ 
tween Nuri and the Regent, _ Eventually 
Nuri presented his resignation on 5th 
November, but this was not immediately 
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accepted, Attempts were made during 
November by Ali Jawdat and Muz&lrim 
Pacharhi to form a new Government, 
but these also broke down, largely 
owing lo differences of opinion vvittl the 
Regent After Ali Jaw dal's failures, Nuri 
tarried on and met ParlnnueiLi on 1st 
December with a short speech from the 
T h n me w h i eh fores! i a .< U >wed t he i inniedi a te 
format ion of a new Gov eminent on a basis 
of co-operation between differing elements. 
Ali Jawdm then tried again and succeeded 
in producing a Government which does not 
command very modi confidence. It has 
teen interesting to note the growing 
strength, of the determination among 
politicians to resist Lhe direct Interference 
of th‘ j Regent in the < hoicc of members of 
Iraqi Governments. 

4 There has been little or no increase in 
the strength of (he older political parties 
in Iraq. The Liberals are dead, the 
National Democrats moribund, while the 
Independence Party remains weak, both 
numerically and financially There is, how¬ 
ever, 4 growing realisation in Iraq of the 
mvessity for pally organisation in pnlitteal 
life, and the leaders of the parties are no 
longer ignored when Cabinet changes are 
under discussion. Nuri Pasha ha* taken 
some trouble to moderate the hostility 
towards hi its of the Independence Party, 
and in farming a party of bis own has 
acknowledged that even a politician of hi* 
calibre can gain political strength from 
party lUgariisaiiun Tins was a tribute to 
the effectiveness of the older parties which 
they scarcely seem to have deserved. Nuri h s 
parly is not a party in the Western sense. 
Its programme is Lhe usual collection nf 
vague generalities and its membership con¬ 
sists of Nuris political friend*, a few of 
those who were his enemies and served in 
Rashid Ali s LU4I Cabinet, together with 
a lurgr number of tribal deputies. The 
inclusion of members of Rashid Ati's 
Cabinet has not been well received by those 
who remained loyal to the Regent, and the 
recruitment, in support of one political 
group, of tribal sheikhs who arc normally 
relied upon to provide the main pari in 
mentary voting strength of any Govern- 
mem in power, has been criticised as likely 
to introduce into the Iraqi Parliament the 
same instability which characterises Iraqi 
Governments. The formation of this party 
has encouraged others, one of which has 
received the sanction of the Minister of the 
Interior. None of these new parties repre¬ 
sent any permanent political ideas, and it 
is very doubtful how long they will last. 


Their formation, however, will probably 
increase the chances of the older parties of 
playing a larger part in political life, 
Nuri's party, however shortlived El may 
prove 3 0 tie, now control s the largest 
group in the Chamber of Deputies and the 
Government lies at its mercy. 

5, Nuri came to power at a lime when 
public security, which had improved during 
lhe lute summer and autumn of 1048, was 
again deteriorating The anniversary of 
the Portsmouth Treaty riots was at hand 
add both the Nationalists and the Leftists 
were planning to exploit the occasion. 
The Government took strong precautionary 
measures, making full use of Martial Law. 
Si line demonstrators were arrested, tried 
and sentenced on the same day. Troops 
stood to, police were reinforced ami no 
serious disturbance* took place. At the 
same time, police notion against the Com¬ 
munists was pursued with renewed vigour, 
and this has continued throughout the year. 
At the end of 1948 the Government were 
seriously Maundering the closure of the 
Soviet Legation in Bagdad and although 
this intention seems to have heen shelved, 
the Legation remains under the closest 
police supervision and police action against 
the Goimnutiist organisation is being 
vigorously pursued The Govern mom have 
succeeded in breaking up a series of central 
committees of the Iraqi Communist Party 
du ri ng t he year. The s ixth such comm i ttee, 
according Ui the police numbering. is now 

nrider :ii rest Members of rIn- first .<i these 

committee were originally arrested during 
1947 and some of them sentenced to death. 
These sentences were reduced on appeal* 
nnd the leader of the party was apparently 
able to continue to direct its activities from 
prison. I or these activities he and some 
of Ills associates were tried in secret by 
Court Martini in Februiirv 104!) and this 

v 

time the four death sentences imposed were 
carried out, A fifth capital sentence was 
carried out on 31st May. Since then, the 
successive central committees have been 
broken up at ail increasing speed, and lhe 
toughness and resource of the Communists 
appears to have weakened. With the lift¬ 
ing of Martial Law at the end of the year, 
the police profess to fear that their efforts 
to root out communism will be hampered, 
[hough it is difficult to see the need for any 
stronger wcajum lh:m Arlicle M f lhe 
Bagdad Penal Gode, which makes lhe pro- 
feasioiL and dissemination of Communist 
beliefs a crime. 

fl. Although Iraq ceased in July u> incur 
extra expenditure on keeping her army in 
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Palestine, she continued to lose revenue 
which she could ill afford by refusing to 
allow the reopening of the Haifa pipe-line 
and the financial situation of the Govern¬ 
ment remained throughout the year precari¬ 
ous. Various projects of the Finance 
Minister for reducing Government expendi¬ 
ture and increasing the State Revenues led 
to little result, and for most of the year the 
Government was struggling to find suffici¬ 
ent money to pay the monthly salaries 
Curing the latter part of the year ordinary 
revenue was covering ordinary expenditure, 
hut this improvement was largely illusory 
as some of the receipts resulted from the 
sale of Government slocks of wheat and 
sugar and from advance payments of in¬ 
come Lax. Although receipts frqm cub touts 
and excise, which make up approximately 
4i3 per cent, of the total revenue, appeared 
to lie mining in slightly in excess of the 
estimates, it is doubtful if tine final figures 
for revenue anil expenditure in the year 
1949 DO will achieve die balance shown in 
the budget estimates and no progress has 
been made in paying off Government debts 
which at the end of the year stood at 
approximately 8 [text unreadable] million 
dinars. 

7. On his return from the lulled King¬ 
dom at the end of August, Nuri Pasha 
announced prematurely that agreement had 
been reached In principle for a loan of 
m,3 million from the London money 
market to meet the expenses of the Iraqi 
State Railways, a loan of XD.4J million 
from the Internal tonal Rank for Recon 
struct ion and Development for development 
projects, and an advance payment of ID.3 
million from the Iraq Petroleum Company. 
In the event negotiations were finally com¬ 
pleted in London in November for a Rail¬ 
way Loan of ID,3 million, chiefly to enable 
the airways to pay oft their debts to 
British firm*, but the Iraq Petroleum 
Company insisted on making the re-opening 
of the Haifa line a condition of their 
advance payment of IIL3 million. Nego¬ 
tiations between the company and the 
Government for a revision of the royalty 
rate were carried on firsi in Bagdad during 
the spring and later in London, but no 
agreement- was reac hed and the matter was 
left in suspense pending the ratification by 
the Persian Majlis of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment's new agreement with the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Ihmipany. 

8. Two Missions of the International 
Rank for Reconstruction and Development 
visited Iraq to study the possibility of the 
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Bank advancing money for development, 
'purposes. The second of these Missions 
discussed the quest ton of lending S-4 
million dollars for dollar expenditure on 
the first stage nf the Wadi T hart bar scheme 
for flood control, bur no final decision had 
been announced liy the end of the year 
fi. Commercial activity was restricted 
partly owing to reluctance of the .Jews to 
put forward money and partly owing to the 
Government's policy of reducing imports 
in an effort to redress the extremely adverse 
trade brtlamc of 1948. There was, how¬ 
ever, an excellent grain harvest and in May 
the Government decided to lift the ban 
which early in 1948 had been placed on the 
export of all grains. As a result approxi¬ 
mately 300,000 tons of barley were shipped 
from Basra to India, Japan, and the 
ITribed Kingdom and various European 
continental ports There were also limited 
exports of wheat The date crop wus 
unfortunately struck by blight and was 
computed to be 40 per cent, less than that 
of lI 14 H The cost of living, having 
declined steadily throughout the earlier 
part of the year, rose slightly during the 
last quarter, chiefly owing to the increased 
cost of food and the increased price of most 
imported goods following devaluation. 

ID, In spite of Iraq's grave financial 
position it has not proved possible to 
persuade the Gnverrillfeenl to take the 
political risk of re-a petring the Haifa pipe¬ 
line. Apart from their fear of Nationalist 
reaction to such a step, and their reluctance 
to be the first Arab country to breach the 
Arab blockade of Israel. Nuri and other 
Iraqi politicians a re concerned to avoid any 
action which would increase the anomic 
strength of Israel, They art 1 genuinely 
afraid of Israeli expansionist plans and 
will not allow Iraqi oil to serve them if they 
fan possible avoid ii The argument that 
Israel is losing very little by the continued 
closure of the Haifa pipe-1 me while the 
Arabs are losing much, ha-- not convinced 
them, and theclotuire of the Haifa refinery 
in December because of the heavy Mists of 
importing crude oil from the Western 
hemisphere has further weakened it, Nuri 
has given indications that Egyptian per 
mission for oil tankers hound for Haifa to 
pass through the Suez Canal or Lebanese 
permission for the shipping of oil from 
Tripoli to Haifa would create a situation 
which might enable him to re-open the 
pipe-line. It is perhaps doubtful whether 
in fact the fulfilment of either of those 
conditions would lend to ite immediate 
reopening, and in any case neither the 

a 2 
















4 


.Egyptian nor Lebanese Governments are 
preptared for such art ion. The Lest 
hope of obtaining re-opening remains 
steady and sympathetic pressure on tLie 
Iraqi Government who are increasingly 
conscious a ha t kith their cash position anil 
their hopes of development depend on the 
flow of oil 

11. Iraqi plans for development have 
been seriously hampered through the year 
by shortage of rash. No Development 
Board lias yet been constituted, although a 
law lias been drafted for this purpose. 
The work on the Habbaniyah flood control 

ht-itie far the Euphrates has Wn slowed 
down and financial arrangements for the 
Tharthar scheme for Tigris flood control 
u re not complete. There has been slow pro¬ 
gress in railway development. The 
Kirkuk fcrbil extension is in operation and 
the Euphrates bridge for the KerbaJa 
extension has been built, 

III.- External Affairs 

12. The suspension of supply of arms 
resulting from the Security Council 
embargo made Anglo-Iraqi relations some¬ 
what difficult during the early part of the 
year. For the first quarter of the year the 
Iraqi army viu holding a sector of the 
front in Palestine and their stocks of 
ammunition were insufficient to last many 
days if intensive fighting had flared np 
again. The Israeli press conducted a war 
Of nerves alleging Iraqi aggressive patrol 
activity which seemed to lie designed to 
justify an Israeli attack in advance. In the 
same period the Iraqi Government were 
anxious about infernal security The 
spring nimutiiti <>f the impending return of 
Miilla Mustafa a,I B&rg&ni, this time 
assisted by Russian money and arms, 
were circulating, and the police ammu¬ 
nition situation was even worse than 
that of the Army Nuri made every 
effort !" persuade His Majesty's Gov¬ 
ernment to provide “purely defensive 
weapons/* “arms for training purposes“ 
or ** arms for internal security/ hut 
without success, until June, when arms 
for internal security were released. By 
then (he Iraqi army was out of 1 ’alestine 
and the Mulla Mustafa scare was over. 
The munplete raising of the embargo in 
August, therefore, had less effect than 
would have the case earlier. Ammunition 
began To arrive in September and October 
ami the relations between the Military 
Vttaehc and the Ministry of 1 )flfenci\ 
which had been somewhat strained during 
the first part of the year, are now excellent. 


13. Nuri a Government took over under 
a pledge to implement the resolution on 
Palestine pawed by both Houses of the 
Iraqi Parliament in November 3 !l4hs. This 
resolution provided for the adoption of 
unified military and political plans for the 
redemption of Palestine. Nun must have 
known that military plans were no longer 
realistic in January 1!?4!J but he did make 
the gesture of offering to the Egyptians 
the assistance of an Iraqi mobile column 
should the operations in which the Jewa 
had driven the Egyptians from the Negeb 
be resumed. On the political front Nun's 
ruling idea was to avoid any direct con¬ 
tact with the Jews and to attempt to 
persuade the t’tided States Government 
and His Majesty’s Government to impose 
on the Jews, either directly or through the 
Palestine Conciliation Commission, some 
solution which the Arabs would accept. 
His attempts to unify the Arab point of 
view, which he originally hoped would be 
put by King I bn Sand to the Palestine 
Conciliation Commission, or to the 
American mem tier of it were based on the 
following principles:— 

(J J T1 le Seen r 1 1 y Counc i 1 resolntitnia 
should be brought, into force; 

(2) The Palestine Conciliation Com¬ 
mission should deal first with the 
Jews; 

according to NuH. if these conditions were 
satisfied, the Arabs would negotiate pro¬ 
vided that— 

(i) the city of Jerusalem should be 
Arab; 

(ii) the Israelis should Imi disarmed by 
infernal tonal action; 

(iii) the refugees should return to their 
homes; 

(iv) the Port of Haifa should be effec- 
t i ve ly intern a i Lunal ised, 

14 Although -1 ami I Mudfai visited 
several Arab capitals to put Nitri’s ideas 
lieforv iheir Governments, Arab agreement 
could only lie obtained on the first and third 
of Nun's [mu fits. The third point tiecame 
rise basis of the Arab approach to the 
Conciliation Commission. Nuri * polity 
was doomed by the Arab States' suspicion 
of each other's motives and one by out they 
entered into separate armistice agreements 
with Israel Nun's determination that 
Iraq should not negotiate with Israel, in 
spite of the fact that the Iraqi army was 
holding a sector of the Palestine front, 
caused some difficulties m the Tr&mjorriam¬ 
is rae I i negotiations which the Jews did not. 
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fail to exploit. There seems no reason^ 
however, to believe that the Jews would noi 
have been able to blackmail the Iraqis as 
Situ less j' id ly as they blackmailed the Trans¬ 
jordan J an s at Shinier, had they agreed to 
negotiate themselves. The arms embargo 
had deprived the Iraqis just as much as the 
Jordanians of the means of resisting such 
blackmail. Nuri/s failure to make any 
progress towards a settlement on the lines 
of his points, was apparent by March, and 
all that remained for Iraq was to withdraw 
her army from Palestine. This was 
accomplished during April, and Iraq took 
liti part in the deliberations of the Palestine 
Conciliation Commission at Lausatitle. 
Her further activities on the Palestine 
issue were confined to a lone stand at tin? 
Assembly of the United Nations Organisa¬ 
tion for an Arab Jerusalem, and her 
assi> l iatioii with the Arab St atea' tiemarche 
to the Stale Department of 14th November, 
when they asked the United States Govern¬ 
ment to compel Israel to implement the 
territorial provisions of the 1947 Partition 
Plan, which they maintained had been 
agreed In the Lausanne protocol of 12th 
May, 1949 

15. Iraqi relations with the Arab League 
and with it* States memfcrs were 
dominated during 1949 by the emergence 
as an immediate political issue of the se¬ 
ta 13 ed le r t i le t' reseen t scheme—im ton 
between Iraq and Syria Arab unity is a 
permanent Arab nationalist aspiration, and 
the Palestine war had clearly shown how 
impotent were the Arab peoples in their 
divided state, The welcome given in Syria 
to King Faisal II when he passed through 
in 1948. Musa Aland's l took advocating 
the union of Iraq, Syria and Transjordan 
as the only answer to Israel and* above ail, 
the return of Nuri Said to the head of the 
Iraqi Government had brought Iraqi- 
Syrian union to the forefront bf Iraqi 
nationalist thinking* 

16. Colonel Zaira's roup d'Etui was 
therefore welcomed in Iraq where it wa* 
thought to have removed, in President 
Kuvvatly. the main obstacle to Iraqi- 
Svrian union. Jamal Unban was sent to 
Lest the grrnmd 1 u Svri a. 11 e returne< l with 
an unfavourable repm ! ou Zain personally 
and on the chances of obtaining union 
through him. The arrival, however, in 
Bagdad of a mission from if aim, who was 
ai that time looking round the Arab world 
for support wherever he thought he could 
find it., revived Iraqi hopes* This mission 
offered to Iraq a Military Alliance and an 
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Economic Agreement, and requested in 
return political and military support for 
the Zaim. regime, Nuri replied cautiously 
and correctly hut lie was sufficiently 
encouraged to go himself to Damascus to 
meet Zaim. This visit was a complete 
failure a ltd from thenceforth Zaim 
depended for support on Egypt and 
pursued a policy of uncompromising 
host i i i ty t u hot h H ashemite cou n t ries. T he 
Iraqis, however, maintained their belief 
that political opinion in Syria was over¬ 
whelmingly in favour of the union and that 
if this opinion was given the chance to 
express itself constitutionally, union would 
automatically result. They set themselves 
somewhat clumsily to discredit the Zaim 
plebiscite, while Zaim counter-attacked 
with stories, which were without founda¬ 
tion, of Iraqi troop concent rations on the 
Syrian frontier. Die second coup, which 
removed Zaim, delighted the Iraqis, but, 
perhaps remembering the failure of his 
visit to Zaim. Nuri did not act pre¬ 
cipitately. Iraqi envoys visited Syria and 
Syrian envoys came to Iraq with proposals 
for va r i ous fbrnia i>f d ose r assooi atum. A l 
this period the Syrians seemed to want to 
go faster and further towards union than 
did the Iraqis, and the Iraqi belief in the 
Syrian desire for union appeared to have 
been well-founded. The declaration in its 
favour by Kuwatly's old party, the Syrian 
Nationalist Party, seemed a further proof 
of this. 

IT It soon became apparent in Iraq, 
however, that Syrian enthusiasm for union 
was waning, The 3 raqis attributed this to 
the influence of outside Powers who had 
reasons of their own for wishing the -4<?f or 
oho maintained* At the same time Nun's 
attempts obtain a "green light" from 
the United States and United Kingdom 
Governments were met by reiteration of the 
unmpkte neutrality of these Powers. In 
those eircut!(Stances, the Arab League meet¬ 
ing in October became a fencing match 
between supporters and opi»nenta of Iraqi- 
Syrian union all hough, in Arab fashion, 
the question was not directly discussed 
The Egyptians introduced their proposal 
for an Arab collective security pact which 
seems to have (>ccn designed to give the 
Svriarm some alternative security to that 
promised by Iraqi Syrian union* while the 
Iraqis concentrated their efforts in an 
attack on the powers of the Arab League 
Secretariat, This question had strained 
Traqi-EgvpliAU relations earlier in the year 
and had led to talk of Iraq leaving the 
A rab League, 

B* 
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18. Enthusiasm for union in Syria wa> 
now definitely declining, although the 
deetions made it the Popular Party, which 
was believed to favour it, the strongest 
party in the Syrian Amenably, its feadere 
were not prepared to announce a policy of 
union. As the Syrians grew cooler, the 
Iraqis increased their odor is, sending 
various oddly chosen individuals to attempt 
to i nfJ went e Sy r i an opin i on. T hese we s e at 
a disadvantage financially vM-tis the 
Saudi agents, and it already seemed very 
unlikely that Syrian-1 raqi union would 
ame about when the removal of Hittnawi 
by further military action killed all 
immediate hopes of this result The new 
Iraqi Government. whom Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
is ;i strong exponent of the necessity for 
gfHjd relation* between Iraq and Egypt, 


will probably not pursue this policy with 
the same vigour as did Nuri Pa si j a. 

Hi The Regent paid a State Visit to the 
Shall of Iran during June lt)49. but 
although a number of questions were dis- 
. -ustied. the State of Iraqi-! rani an relations 
i i-'iuii Ins much as it was before. During the 
year some steps were taken towards netting 
up a frontier delimitation commission. 

*20. Auglo-I mqi relations have survived 
the year which saw the British recognition 
of Israel and her admittance to the t idied 
Nations, There have even been signs of a 
mitigation of Iraqi Nationalist opposition 
to an Anglo Iraqi Treaty* but it must be 
admittetl that progress towards economic 
development and political stability which 
an" the main positive objectives of British 
policy towards Iraq, has not been notable 
during 1940. 


EQ 1017/4 No. 2 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN IRAQ 
Iraqi Govemmenfs Resignation 
Sir H. Mack to Mr. Bevin * I Received 2nd February) 


(No. 36> Bagdad, 

(Telegraphic) 1st February, 1950. 

My telegram No. 55 : Iraqi Government s 
resignation. 

Immediate cause of Government s resig¬ 
nation was difference of opinion between 
Cabinet and Regent who was prompted 
chiefly by Nuri Pasha and htiqlal Party 
over the proposal which Muza him, brought 
back from Cairo on 30th January for an 
traqi-Egyptian agreement to abstain from 
interference in Syria for a period of five 
years. Prime Minister supported Muzahim* 
The Regent and his advisers objected to a 
dose partnership with Egypt and to an 
agreement with Egypt on a long-term policy 
of non-intervention in Syria. There seems 
to have been no desire for compromise on 


either side- The Prime Minister told me 
last night that he intended to tell the Regent 
to-day that he must find another Prime 
Minister if he did not approve of present 
Government policy. 

2. If this dispute hud not arisen some 
other pretext would have been found for 
bringing the Government's resignation. It 
was a fatal mistake of the Prime Minister 
to ignore Nuri Pasha when he formed his 
Cabinet. Nun Pasha claims that sixty-one 
members of the Chamber have joined his 
party and that twenty-six other members 
support him* He could therefore have 
voted the Government out of office when 
Parliament meets unless Regent restrained 
him. 
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EQ 1017/5 No. 3 

COMPOSITION OF NEW IRAQI CABINET 

Sir H, Mack to Mr. Bevin, 


(No. 62) Bagdad, 

(Telegraphic) 6rh February, 1950. 

My telegram No. 56. 

Iraqi Cabinet was formed on 5th Feb¬ 
ruary as follows: — 

(!) Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs: 

Tawfiq Suwaidi. 

(2) Interior: Aleh Jabr* 

1 3) Comm unicaiions and Works: Satyid 
Abdul Mehdi. 


(Received 6fk February) 

(4) Social Affairs: Tawtiq Wehbi. 

15 ) Defence: Shzifci/ AI Wadi 
(6) Economies: Dili a Ja’far. 

17) Education: Sa'd Omar. 

(Si Finance: Abdul Karim AJ UzrL 
r9) Justice: Hjssam Sami Tatar, with 
Portfolio, 

(10) Hazim Shemdin Agha, 

(III Jamil At Crfali. 

(I2i Khalil Kenna* 


EQIOI7/9 No. 4 

the TAWFIQ suweidi government 

Sir H, Mack to Mr. Bevin, \ Received 28/A February) 


(No, 43) Bagdad, 

Sir* 2 Uv February, 1950, 

As reported in my telegram No. 62 of 
6th February, Taufiq Pasha Suweidi formed 
the present Iraqi Government on 5111 Feb¬ 
ruary. Its composition came as a surprise 
to Iraqi opinion which had been led to 
expect a coalition Government which 
would have included Nuri Pasha and mem¬ 
bers of the Isliqlal Party who* with the 
assistance of the palace, had been most 
active in causing the fall of the previous 
Government, there was another cause 
for surprise in that Taufiq Pasha formed a 
Government which contains no political 
supporters of his own. 

2. As Talc as October 1949 the Regent 
told me that he would never accept Taufiq 
Pasha as ;i Minister, He Juts not told me 
why he changed his mind. All he said was 
that he would never again say that tie 
wouldn't ever have anyone! Taufiq Pasha 
may have been selected as Prime Minister 
because he was willing to accept the 
premiership on any terms, while neither 
Nuri .Said nor Saleh Jabr was willing to 
form a Government. One of these two was 
the obvious choice for Prime Minister, The 
Regent wanted Saleh Jabr; and Nun's 
party, which is to some extent Saleh Jabr's 
party also, has a majority in Parliament. 
Nuri presumably did not wish to form a 
Government at a time when there seemed 
little chance of his playing a prominent role 
in Arab affairs and there also seems to have 
been a general feeling that his participation 
in the Government might make matters 
41801 


worse with Egypt Saleh Jabr was reluctant 
to take power on the grounds that opposi¬ 
tion to him was still too strong. He says 
that he only entered the Government at the 
insistence of the Regent. 

3 The absence of any Isliqlal represen¬ 
tative was explained in a vague statement 
by the party leader to the press, 1 he gist 
of this statement, which was very obscurely 
worded, was that the party had been 
approached to join a coalition Government 
which was to have been formed from the 
political parties and the parliamentary 
groups. The party hud pul forward Condi* 
Lions designed to ensure ministerial harmony 
and had asked for guarantees on policy 
towards Iraqi-Syrian union. In the event, 
Elic Government had been formed on a 
different basis from that on which the party 
had been approached. The real reason for 
the Isliqlal decision not to join the Govern¬ 
ment was a revolt led by the more extreme 
personalities in the party, who were sup¬ 
ported by the rank and file. against the 
decision of (he party leader and Siddiq 
Shcnshai to join the Cabinet. The 
extremists refused to agree to Istiqiali 
participation in a Government containing 
Saleh Jabr and Shakir al Wadi, and rather 
than split the party the leaders put forward 
demands for various key portfolios which 
they knew would be rejected. 

4. The Prime Minister stands alone id 
this Government which is a combination of 
the supporters of Nuri Said and Saleh Jabr. 
The Ministers of Communications and 
Works. Finance and Education are primarily 
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Saleh Jabr's men. The Minister of 
Economics divides his loyalty between the 
two. while the Minister of Social Affairs and 
two of those without Portfolio are Nuri's 
supporters. The Minister of Defence is, as 
you arc aware, the Regent's man. There 
was bad blood between him and the present 
Prime Minister after the elections on 1947, 
in which, assisted by the Government and 
palace, he narrowly defeated Taufiq Pasha 
in the latter's home constituency. The 
remaining members of the Government are 
of no political weight. Saleh Jabr is b\ far 
the strongest Minister and it is already clear 
that he is not fully trusted by the Prime 
Minister. 

5. The parliamentary position of the 
Government is, for the time being, fairly 
secure. A member of the High Committee 
of Nuri Pasha’s party has told us that they 
have pledged their support to the Govern- 
meat for three months, in the elections for 
the vice-president of the Chamber the 
Government candidate obtained sixty-one 
votes which is almost exactly the number 
of Deputies claimed by Nuri Pasha as 
members of his party. The Opposition vote, 
which totalled forty-two, was made up of 
the Const it utional front, a group headed by 
Nasrat al Finish who was Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the Government of 
Mohammed d Sadr in 3948, the Popular 
Parliamentary front whose members are 
mainly young and well-educated* but whose 
political tendencies are ill-defined, the 
Istiqial Party, the National Democratic 
Party and a few Independents. In the 
Senate the elections for Vice-President 
resulted in a narrow victory for the Govern¬ 
ment candidate by ten votes to nine. There 
were, however, at'least nine absentees, most 
of whom would probably have voted for the 
Government candidate. 

6 U might he assumed that as long as 
Nuri Said and Saleh Jabr are agreed, and 
as long as the Prime Minister can keep (he 


peace with Saleh Jabr. this Government 
could stay in power. !n Iraq, however, the 
possession of a working majority in Parlia¬ 
ment is no guarantee that a Government will 
continue in office. Almost all Iraqi Gov¬ 
ernments can count on such a majority, and 
their fate has hitherto been decided not by 
votes in Parliament but by a combination of 
factors, some of which arc very obscure. 
Important among them are the Regent's 
confidence, the security and financial situa¬ 
tions, the state of feeling among Nationalist 
youth, and such factors as the balance 
between Sunni and Shi’a. This last factor 
always comes to the surface when Saleh 
Jabr, who was the first Shi'a Prime Minister 
oi Iraq, is in power, and there are many who 
arc bitterly opposed to Saleh Jabr on 
personal as well as political and community 
grounds and who are watching for any 
opportunity to bring him down. His action 
in prosecuting the Director-General of 
Police, as reported in my despatch No. 41 
of 20th February , has already caused people 
to deplore his vindictiveness and to hold 
that he was activated by anti-Sunni motives. 
The general expectation in Iraq is that tins 
Government will not last many months. 

7. From the point of view of British 
policy in Iraq it will be unfortunate if this 
expectation is fulfilled. Apart from the 
undesirability in principle of frequent 
changes of Government this Cabinet is more 
receptive than many to our ideas about 
economic development and m Sislch Jabr 
it possesses the most energetic and effective 
Iraqi politician. The Government pro¬ 
gramme was presented to Parliament on 
16th February. It announces their intention 
to establish an independent Development 
Board and 1 hope they will last long enough 
to realise this intention. 

[ am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the head of the British Middle East Office, 

1 have. Ac. 

HENRY B. MACK. 


EQ 1016 4 


No, 5 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN IRAQ 


ResiHnation of Opposition Deputies 


Sir //, Mack to Mr. Bevin. 

(No. 130) Bagdad, 

(Telegraphic) 9th March, 1950. 

Thirty-seven Deputies, virtually the whole 
Opposition, submitted their resignations on 


(Received 9th March) 

7th March alter a scene in the Chamber on 
6th March caused by an attack on two 
Opposition leaders by a member of Nuri 
Pasha's party. 


9 


■ Z. There was a small demonstration 
yes tenU} which resulted in about a dozen 
arrests." Both these events appear to be 


manoeuvre* directed against the Govern* 
incut, and in particular, against Saleh Jabr. 


EQ 1106/5 No. 6 

THE IRAQI GOVERNMENTS PROGRAMME 

Sir H. Mack to Mr, Bevin, iReceived 16/h March) 


(No. 50) Bagdad, 

Sjr. G/A March, 1950. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith 
copies in translation of ihe Prime Ministers 
speech in which fee introduced the pro¬ 
gramme of hi:. Government to the Iraqi 
Parliament on 16th February, 

2, The programme was debated in the 
Chamber on 16t3t. 1911), 20th and 21 si 
February, A large number of Deputies 
spoke, the greater number of them from the 
Opposition, They made little attempt to 
confine their remarks to the subject under 
discussion, and ranged freely over the 
history of Iraq and the causes of its present 
difficulties. No vote of confidence was 
taken. 

.V The general political criticism ot the 
programme was (hat it was the same stereo¬ 
typed programme, promising improvements 
in every field, which ever}’ Iraqi Govern¬ 
ment presented to Parliament and which no 
Iraqi Government had yet succeeded in 
implementing. The speakers thought that 
this Government did not appear any more 
like'} to succeed than its predecessor. They 
likened the Prime Minister to a general 
leading someone eise's army. Nuri or Saleh 
Jabr. they said, should have headed it: for 
it contained reactionary and feudal elements. 
One speaker referred to the devious and 
aimless political course of the Iraqi ruling 
class, and the tack of guidance to the new 
generation who were consequently divided 
into extremists of the Right or Left. 3 here 
were also (he usual references to foreign 
influences, but one Deputy described the 
Iraqi ruling class lss more English than the 
English themselves, and it was noticeable 
that the Urge! oi the strictures of the 
Opposition was more the Iraqi ruling clique 
in their own capacity than in their alleged 
character as agents of British imperialism. 

4, The Government's intention to set up 
a Development Board did not meet with any 
criticism from the Chamber. The Govern¬ 
ment have already drafted a law for this 
purpose which is now before the Council 


of Ministers, and on which I shall be 
reporting in due course. The Deputies had 
little to say on economic matters except to 
deplore what was described as the artificially 
high com of living. One speech criticised 
past policy m granting import licences, and 
urged that established importers, Moslem, 
Jew and Christian alike, should be treated, 
equally in this respect. One Deputy 
referred to the Government's intention to 
expedite the construction of the oil refinery T 
and said that this had formed part of every 
Government's programme for many years. 
He pointed out that this project would now 
cost some ten times us much as it would 
have cost in 1932. 

5. Several Deputies spoke of the necessity 
for judicial independence, and of the abuses 
which had taken place under martial law. 
Others criticised the low -quality oi the Iraqi 
foreign service, fherc was also much talk 
of corrupt ton among Government officials, 
and hopes were expressed that in dealing 
with ibis the Government would not confine 
I heir attention to lower officials. The case 
of Ali Khaiid. the ex-Director-General oi' 
Police, was used to illustrate the extent of 
corruption among highly-placed officials in 
the Iraqi Government. 

6. The reference in the programme of 
establishing ties with Iraq's ally Great 
Britain in accordance with existing agree¬ 
ments produced some comment. One 
Deputy welcomed it as an indication that 
the Government did not intend to take any 
steps to rev ise the 1930 Treaiy. He said that 
Iraq would patiently bear this treaty for the 
short period it had still to run. She would 
then be free to decide for herself. The 
leader of the Independence Party said that 
successive Iraqi Governments were accus¬ 
tomed to stress Iraq's obligations under the 
1930 Treaty, but Great Britain did not take 
her obligations under this treaty very 
seriously. The Portsmouth Treaty was also 
mentioned in the debate, and this caused 
sharp exchanges between its supporters anJ 
its opponents which necessitated the 
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adjournment of the session for ten minutes 
to allow tempers to cool. 

1, The section of the Government's 
programme on Arab affairs was criticised 
as being vague anti imprecise. Several 
speakers took this section to mean that the 
Government are not intending seriously to 
pursue Iraqi-Syrian union. There was 
much argument whether Iraqi-Syrian union 
would strengthen or weaken the Arab 
Teague. Nearly ail the speakers on this 
subject urged the Government to take i 
stronger Sine towards the union. 

8. The Prime Ministers reference in his 
programme to the bbc behind the Sa adabfd 
bht\ to which he has told me he attaches 
great importance, puzzled many of the 
speakers. The Prime Minister clarified this 
in a speech during the debate in which he 
said that he had noticed at Lake Success 
that there was often a voting alliance be¬ 
tween the Eastern States and the Arabs and 
went on : 

** The Arab delegations were constantly 
joining with those Eastern peoples who 
found it useful to work as a bloc on a 
mutual understanding, since they did not 
lean towards one side or the other in the 
European struggle, in order to preserve 
their freedom and defend their interests. 
Both in office and out 1 wish (he con¬ 
nexion to continue and to develop so that 
the bfac may preserve its liberties and not 
he affected by its neighbours on the west 
or On the north 1 did not say Sa''ad a bad 
because this Mac already existed and will 
continue, J was considering what Is 
beyond Saadabad because that is the 
quarter to which the power is shifting 
One of you said 1 meant the Common- 
wealth. No gentlemen, the Common¬ 
wealth is outside Asia. True Ceylon and 
Pakistan are in the Common wealth, and 
these names will disappear completely, 
for Pakistan like India will cut off her 
ties with the Commonwealth very soon 
according to my information. We wel¬ 
come this power which has come into 
existence since the second world war, 
because it includes Eastern Islamic and 
Arab peoples and stands powerfully in the 
face of the shifting European currents. 
Thus we shill not be swaying with these 
currents and this is what 1 meant by the 
front beyond Saadabad. Iraq welcomes 
this power and considers it as of service 
to world peace." 

9, I drew the Prime Minister's attention 
to his remarks about Pakistan and India, 


md he replied that there was confusion 
between Crown and Commonwealth. He 
might have been responsible for this con¬ 
fusion, but he had meant to say that 
Pakistan like India would cut off her ties 
with the Crown in the Commonwealth as 
reported. He knew, of course, that India 
as '.veil as Pakistan had been represented at 
the Colombo Conference, What he had 
meant was that co-operation among the 
Eastern peoples would be something wider 
than the Commonwealth. 

u> - The Prime Minister has told me that 
he was satisfied with the debate, and that 
he calculates that he has over 100 supporters 
in the Chamber of Deputies. 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the British Middle East Office, Cairo, 

I have. Sec. 

HUMPHREY TREVELYAN. 

His Majesty's Ambassador 


Enclosure in No. 6 
The Cabinets Programing 
Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to present my Cabinet 
which 1 have formed relying on the confi¬ 
dence of His Royal Highness the Regent 
and depending on the co-operation of your 
High Assembly. In submitting to you the 
programme of my Cabinet. 1 hope to re¬ 
ceive your guidance and pray the Almighty 
to bless our work for the welfare of the 
people and country under the aegis of His 
Majesty the King and the guidance of His 
Royal Highness the Regent 

Foreign A (fairs 

I. To seek to consolidate as fully as 
possible the ties of brotherhood and under¬ 
standing between Arab States within the 
provisions of the Charter of the Arab 
League, especially Article 9 thereof, by 
encouraging schemes which aim at streng¬ 
thening the Arab position in conformity 
with Iraq's national aims. 

T lo continue to exert efforts with the 
Arab States to find the best solution for the 
Palestine question which accords with Arab 
interests. 

3 To consolidate the cordial relations 
existing between Iraq <ind other States, 
neighbouring countries in particular, to 
strengthen the Lies with our ally Great 
Britain in accordance with the provisions 
of existing charters and pledges, and to 


support world peace with a view to realising 
the principles o! the Charter of the United 
Nations Organisation. 

4, The grave events and international 
developments which Look place after the 
last world war base brought into existence 
new influential powers in the international 
held besides the Saadubad frfac. This 
strengthens the hope of a greater measure 
oj international co-operation in Asia to 
serve the cause of peace and avoid dangers 
which are increasing daily, Iraq trusts that 
ihis hope will be realised, 

5, The Government will continue its 
endeavours, in co-operation with "its 
sisters" (the Governments of Arab conn- 
tricsf, to realise the national aspirations of 
Libya, 

Internal Affairs 

L To strengthen the Constitution and 
make it the recourse of the people in all 
matters, to protect its provisions against 
any aggression, and to combat all activities 
contrary to its provisions. 

2. To consolidate Iraqi unity and its 
material and spiritual supports and to com¬ 
bat dissensions harmful to it. 

A* To ensure stability and the rule of law. 
to establish the pillars of peace and order 
in the country and to enact legislation to 
ensure such peace and order, to call for the 
unity of ranks, to spread the spirit of 
tranquility among the people, and to remove 
all that is calculated to stir up rancour and 
revenge. 

4, To look after State officials and their 
welfare, to ensure their fulfilment of their 
duties, to cleanse the Government machinery 
from corrupt and incompetent dements, 
and to lend attention to Liwa Administra¬ 
tive Councils, flic police and the munici¬ 
palities. 

Dele tire Affairs 

I, To strengthen the army to pay atten¬ 
tion to its armament and accommodation* to 
raise the educational and professional 
standard of its mem and to increase training 
missions abroad. To lend attention to the 
local production of war materials, to amend 
certain military laws and lo encourage a 
soldierly spirit among the classes of the 
people. 

Judicial Affairs 

T To strengthen the independence of the 
judicature by introducing into it upright 
and efficient dcmenis* to consider setting 
up a Stale Council, to spread legal education 


^nd to pay attention to laud settlement 
operations and induce the Lund Settlement 
Department lo complete us work as shortly 
as possible, and to reconsider such laws as 
do not lit the present age. 

Financial and Economic A flairs 

J. To strengthen confidence in the 
finances of the country by ensuring a 
balance between its receipts and its expen¬ 
diture. With a view to ensuring this, the 
Cabinet will endeavour to find such new 
resources as the possibilities of the country 
may permit and will work to reduce public 
expenditure in such a way as will not affect 
the Government machinery or prevent the 
natural expansion in social services, 

2. To endeavour to make the oil conces¬ 
sions more profitable to the country than at 
preser.t and to expedite the construction of 
the oil refinery , 

3. To consider setting up a special 
Development Board whose duties wilt be to 
undertake development and construction* 
and to finance such council from the oil 
royalties and foreign and other loans to 
enable it to execute the various capital works 
of development. 

4. To proceed with a policy of industriali¬ 
sation to the furthest limits, to encourage 
local industries and protect them effectively 
in order to enable them to compete with 
foreign products, on the one hand, and on 
the other hand to encourage capitalists to 
exploit their capital. 

5. To endeavour to bring about a trade 
balance by reducing imports as much as 
possible and by encouraging export to the 
furthest possible limits, and to simplify the 
means for the organisation of economic life, 

6. To encourage the small-holding system 
and to make it the basis of agricultural 
expansion in Iraq, lo fix a maximum and a 
minimum area for holdings in all agricul¬ 
tural schemes to be undertaken in future by 
the Government on Government lands* and 
to encourage agricultural co-operative 
societies. 

7 . To make the Government undertake 
industries and schemes of a public character 
and to participate in other economic 
schemes. So draw up economic plans 
required to raise the standard of national 
production and to encourage individual 
endeavour within this plan. 

8. To fend attention to staple products* 
such as dates* cereals and tobacco, to 
endeavour to find foreign markets for them, 
to work to provide means of transport for 
them, and to solve the freight question in a 
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manner ensuring the interests of the Iraqi 
producer. 

9. To expand the acit vibes of the Agricul¬ 
tural* Industrial and Estates Banks by 
financing them adequately and finding 
permanent revenues for them to enable them 
to render useful assistance to cultivators 
and owners of industries and mortgages. 

( at Itiral Affairs 

1. To direct instruction in alt its stages so 
as to fulfil the needs of the country. To 
adopt modern educational methods and to 
raise the colleges to a higher standard 
preparatory to creating a university, to raise 
the standard of primary and secondary 
education and to spread vocational cduca- 
tson. to expand agricultural and rural 
education, to combat illiteracy, to improve 
curricula and text-books, to lend attention 
to physical training, scouting and line arts, 
to improve the condition of teachers, and 
lay down permanent plans lor constructing 
modern buildings for education. 

Irrigation and Communications 

1. To try to realise major irrigation 
schemes, foremost among which is the 


Thar that scheme, and to meet their expenses 
by means of foreign and internal loans, 

2, To tend attention to public roads, 
which are now under examination, in order 
to lay down a general plan which will ensure 
the paving of alt roads in Iraq in accordance 
w ith a special programme. 

1, To adopt the policy of placing national 
elements in the railways and the port 
administrations in lieu of foreigners. 

Social Affairs 

I. To raise the standard of health in the 
country, by preventive and curative means, 
and to make public health services available 
equitably to (he public, to enact a rural 
public health law and to amend the law of 
medical practice, the law of pharmacy, and 
the medical service law. 

2 To combat endemic and epidemic 
diseases, to improve medical institutes, and 
to lend attention to maternity and child 
welfare institutes and chest diseases dis¬ 
pensaries, 

3. To tend attention to workmen, 
economically and socially. 

We pray God to help us alt to achieve 
this and peacei be on you. 


EQ 1016 6 No, 7 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN IRAQ 

Resign ill ion of Opposition Deputies 

Sir H Mack to Mr , Beviii, i Received 29th March) 


(No. 70 Bagdad, 

Sir. 23rd March, 1950. 

As reported in my telegram No. 1301 i of 
*Hh March, thirty-seven Deputies, virtually 
the entire Opposition, Submitted their resig¬ 
nations from the Iraqi Chamber of Deputies 
after a stormy scene in the Chamber on 
6th March, the resigning members were 
made up from the following parties and 
parliamentary groups; the constitutional 
bloc which has been in existence for some 
lime and is headed by two politicians, N&Sral 
a! Pari si and Mohammed Rid ha al Shabibi* 
both of whom were members of the Cabinet 
of Mohammed a! Sadr in 1948; the newly- 
formed Popular bloc, which consists of 
younger and more educated Members of 
Parliament and is headed by a Deputy from 
Basra of the influential Hash ay an family, 
who was formerly in lire Iraqi foreign ser¬ 
vice, his main lieutenant being a young 


lawyer from .Mosul who was educated in 
France and is one of the most effective 
Opposition speakers in the Iraqi Parliament; 
(he independence tisiiqlal), the National 
Democratic and the Liberal Parlies. There 
were also a number of Independents, the 
most notable among (hem being AJi Mumtaz 
and Najib al Rawi. who were Minister of 
Finance and Education respectively in the 
Government of Ali i and at al Aiyubi, 

2, Fite letter of resignation gave the 
reasons for the resignations in the following 
terms: “It has become evident to us and 
to public opinion from the course of dis¬ 
cussions in the Chamber that there is an 
organised plan to prevent us from exercising 
our constitutional duties by interruption, 
uproar and abusive and insulting language 
on the one hand, Lind the non-observation 
of the standing orders for impartiality on (he 
ocher Since we feel that the country is 
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approaching a serious political phase and 
events which will affect its existence, prestige 
and destiny, we believe these actions and 
methods are designed to strangle the voice 
of the Opposition, thereby vitiating the ideal 
of a sound parliamentary system.” These 
allegations were answered by the Pres idem 
of the Chamber on &lh March in a state¬ 
ment to the press which pointed out that 
the minor incident which took place on 5ih 
March was far less serious til an incidents 
which had taken place in the Parliaments 
of most advanced democracies in the heal 
of debate. The minutes of the Chamber, 
particularly those of the present and pre¬ 
vious meeting, showed that interruption 
and shouting were not confined to one side. 
As to the Opposition's claim that they were 
deprived of the opportunity to express their 
views, the president said that the minutes of 
the sittings provided the most striking 
evidence of the ample opportunity enjoyed 
by (he Opposition Deputies to express their 
views fully. 

3, The real reasons for the resignation are 
complex. The formation of the Constitu¬ 
tional Union Party by Nuri Pasha Said had 
enlisted in a single party, at (he service of a 
particular group of Bagdad politicians, the 
votes of a high proportion of the country 
Deputies. Tliese Deputies are often illiter¬ 
ate and almost invariably without higher 
education. In the past it has been custom¬ 
ary for these country Deputies to support 
the Government in power, whatever its 
political tendency might have been. Their 
support was only withdrawn from a Govern¬ 
ment if such Government had forfeited the 
royal confidence. According to the resign¬ 
ing Deputies, this convention provided a 
possibility for the development of parlia¬ 
mentary life and the gradual growth of real 
parties based on political principles. These 
parties could skirmish with each other on 
the side lines and oppose the Government 
with constructive criticism while the King’s 
Government was carried on by virtue of the 
votes of the Shark hly Deputies. Once this 
Shaikhly bloc had been captured by any 
individual politician or group of politicians 
the whole balance of (he system, according 
to them would be upset. They also com¬ 
plained that ihe power obtained by (he for¬ 
mal ion of I his bloc, with it^ preponderance 
of votes in Ihe Chamber, was being abused, 
and pointed to the fact lhat Ihe president 
iind the vice-presidents of the Chamber and 
the presidents of the various House Com¬ 
mittees, are now members of this partv, 
Fhcse offices, according to the Opposition, 


had been obtained by the use of the majority 
in the Chamber wish tilde regard for the 
qualifications of candidates for (he work 
they were expected to undertake. 

4. There were other and less respectable 
reasons for the action of the Opposition 
Deputies. Nuri Pasha is widely distrusted 
and cm led for his influence with the Palace 
and for his skill in political intrigue. It is 
also thought that he enjoys something 
approaching an unfair monopoly of British 
confidence- The anger aroused by the 
formation of his part) was as much an 
expression of personal dislike of Nuri Pasha 
as of sincere doubts about the wisdom of 
bringing the Shaikhs into Bagdad politics. 
A further reason for the resignations was 
hatred of Saleh Jabr and Sunni resentment 
against the strong Shi a dement in the 
present Cabinet. The Shi as hold five 
Cabinet posts which is a greater number 
than they ha*e ever held before; moreover, 
three of the counterbalancing Sunnis are 
Ministers without portfolio. Nuri Pasha's 
supporters are eager to point out that the 
present line-up of political forces is the same 
as Lhat at the time of the Portsmouth Treaty 
riots and they draw ihe Conclusion that the 
resignation of the Deputies and the small 
demonstration which quickly followed it, 
was designed to set off a chain of demon¬ 
strations which would drive the Govern¬ 
ment from oilice. There is, however, no 
independent evidence of any such design. 

>. In the face ol ihe resignation of nearly 
j third oi the members of the Lower House, 
the Government had to choose between 
three courses of action:-- 

fh To rely on the convention that resig¬ 
nations were not accepted in the 
iraqi Parliament the first lime they 
were submitted, but only after the 
resigning Deputy subsequently in¬ 
sisted on resubmitting them, 

(2) To accept the resignations, put 
through the budget and a few essen¬ 
tia! laws and then to dissolve Parlia¬ 
ment and hold new elections. 

(3 1 To dissolve Parliament immediately. 

i lie Government sensibly enough chose ihe 
first of these courses and on 12th March 
the Chamber unanimously rejected the 
resignations. In the course of the debate 
conciliatory speeches were made by two 
members of the Constitutional Union Party 
and also by the Prime Minister. 

6. Both before and after the rejection of 
the resignation there had been intensive 
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consultations between the various Opposi¬ 
tion groups and between these groups and 
ihc Government The course of these con¬ 
sultations k still obscure, but it is known 
that they revealed considerable disunity 
among the different groups who had re¬ 
signed. The independence Parly published 
its decision to insist upon the resignation of 
its members, and all the resignations except 
two were renewed by 15th March* Further 
dissension resulted from discussion as to 
whether the Deputies should return if the 
Chamber rejected their resignations for a 
second time* It was the hope of the 
Government that about twenty of them 
would do so. and the Prime Minister met a 
number of them on 15lh March in order 
lo attempt to persuade them to adopt this 
course* He is said to have offered some 
concessions, including .1 change in the presi¬ 
dency of the Chamber, hut his efforts were 


unavailing. Nuri’s party melon 18th March 
and the attitude of the Chamber to the 
renewed resignations was probably decided 
at Mils meeting. The Chamber met on the 
following day, and after two speeches urging 
that the resignations should again be re¬ 
jected, the vice-president of the Chamber, 
a prominent member of Nun's parly, 
asserted that this would be a waste of time 
since those resigning were fully determined 
to nersist in the course they hud chosen, 
The resignations were then pul to the vote 
and accepted. 

7 A prominent resigning Deputy has 
published an article urging the boycott of 
the by-elections. I shall; report the further 
developments of this affair in due course 
1 am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the Head of the British Middle East Office. 

I have. &c. 

HENRY R MACK 


EQ 1022 6 No. 8 

IRAQ]-SYR I AN UNION 

Sir. I-1 Slack to Mr. Bevin, i Received 2 9th March* 


(No, 64 * Bagdad. 

Sir, 2Hr March, 1950. 

1 have the honour to report that Nuri 
Pasha Sa id delivered a public lecture on 
61 h March entitled ‘ Iraqi-Syrian Union 
and the Collective Security Plan.” It lasted 
some two hours and was heard by more 
than UOOD people* 

2. Nuri Pasha divided his lecture into 
two parts. The first part dealt with the 
existing international situation in geEierah 
and the second with the Arab States and 
their relation with the world situation He 
began by emphasising that the first and most 
important dut\ of any State was to provide 
for its own security. He then surveyed the 
history of the formation of the Communist 
bloc since the end of the war and went on 
to describe the weapons with which the 
Western Powers were meeting the Com¬ 
munist threat. The first of these weapons 
was the Marshall Plan which had been 
successful to a considerable degree in curing 
the economic weakness in Western countries 
which the Communists were attempting to 
exploit. The second weapon which (he 
West was forging was the Brussels Lind the 
Atlantic Pacts The Atlantic Pact was 
necessary because it brought in the United 
Stales without whose industrial resources 


superiority could not be achieved. Success 
in modern war required superiority in 
material and without the participation of 
the United States, such superiority was not 
attainable by the Western Powers. 

X Turning to the Arab countries. Nuri 
Pasha said that live countries under Com¬ 
munist domination approached these coun¬ 
tries at two points, the Caucasus and 
Bulgaria, Iraq was the most exposed of 
Arab countries to the Communist threat, 
since the Caucasus was only 155 miles from 
the northern borders of Iraq, and in nor¬ 
thern Iraq were the strategically important 
oilfields. Iraq formed the forward defences 
of the Arab States and these States should 
appreciate her responsibilities and recognise 
that any weakness in Iraq threatened the 
whole Arab world. 

4 , Nuri Pasha described Israel as a new 
danger. In his opinion Israel would serve 
as l bridgehead in the Middle East lor the 
Communist bloc. Israel was not likely to 
attack the Sue* Canal which was under 
international control; Egypt was strength¬ 
ening her arm; and the support of the great 
Powers would discourage any aggression 
against her. Iordan was safe because ol 
her treaty with Great Britain, while the 
Lebanon enjoyed the support of world 
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Christian opinion. The weak point of the 
Arab world in the face of the threat from 
Israel was Syria. It was because of this 
lhre.it that the Sy rian leaders a year ago had 
sought union with Iraq, Certain Deputies 
had raised the matter in the Syrian Parlia¬ 
ment and pointed out that the enemy was 
only 65 miles from the capital* Without 
union with Iraq, Syria could have no 
security. Person ii talks had also taken 
place between Jamil Madfai and the ex- 
president of the Syrian Republic. Shukri 
Quwatly. The proposed union would also 
be of benefit to Iraq, and if not in its 
entirety, it should m least he implemented 
in so far as joint defence was concerned, 
Egypt had proposed the collective security 
scheme, which she had put forward in order 
to squeeze out the scheme tor Iraui-Syrian 
union. 

5 , Neutrality was impossible: tor neu¬ 
trality required sufficient force to defend it, 
and where would the Arabs obtain the force 
needed to defend their neutrality? They 
had been defeated in the first round with 
Israel and they should try 10 avoid defeat in 
the second round. 

6 , in reply to a question asking what 
were the motives of the democratic Powers 
in supporting Israel if Israel were in fact a 
Communist bridgehead: Nuri said that 
Israel's only object was to conquer pieces 
of Arab territory as occasion served. The 
next round between Israel and the Arabs 
was bound to come. Israel wanted to 
maintain freedom of action and liberty to 
join either Not according as it suited her 
main purpose. His speech was intended to 
warn Iraq and the Arabs to look to the gaps 
in 1 heir defences. 

7, The published reports of the lecture 
were not complete. The greater part of 
their space was devoted to Nuri’s analysis 
of the world international situation and not 
lo the main subject of the lecture as indi¬ 
cated by its tide. It is, however, possible 
to discern the two main lines of Nuri's 
argument. The first of these was the im¬ 


passibility of neutrality between East and 
West and the implication that the Arabs 
were bound to the West. The second, which 
was more heavily stressed, was that the 
preparations being made in the West for 
defence again si Communist aggression were 
an example to the Arab peoples to make 
similar defensive preparations against Israeli 
aggression which was, in Nuri Pasha's 
opinion, inevitable. 

8 . The press made less comment on this 
speech than might have been expected, 
since its delivery was immediately followed 
by the resignation of the Opposition De¬ 
puties, and comment on this event has filled 
its columns Those oapers which did com¬ 
ment on Nuri's speech were mainly of the 
Right. The Independence Party organ had 
!'Vo leading articles which criticised Nuri 
on the following lines. The writer asked 
what ihc Arabs had received in return for 
being tied to the Western bloc. They were 
suffering from unemployment, trade depres¬ 
sion and bankruptcy, and were rewarded by 
British domination and economic e.xploiLa- 
lion and b\ American betrayal of them to 
the Jews. Other newspapers took a similar 
line and controlled the generous treatment 
by the Western Powers of Turkey and 
Persb with their niggardly assistance to 
Iraq. The general conclusion of the Inde¬ 
pendence Party organ was that the Arabs 
should not merely follow the Western 
** caravan/ but should pursue a national 
policy directed towards full political and 
economic independence. The writer 
admitted that neutrality was an illusion 
under modern conditions, but said that the 
Arabs did not want to become watchmen 
for foreign interests which were exploiting 
their oil and other resources, “ If this 
wealth became ours,” he said, “ we would 
defend it." 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the Head of the British Middle East Cilice. 

I have, &c. 

HENRY B. MACK. 


EQ 1941/4 


No* 9 


VISIT OF KING FAISAL II TO IRAQ 


Sir H. Muck to Mr . Younger (Received 24th May) 


(No. E15) Bagdad, 

Sir, ISrfr May. 1950. 

1 have the honour to submit an account 
of the recent visit to Iraq of His Majesty 


King Faisal II who at the suggestion of 
His Royal Highness the Regent, spent his 
Easter holidays from Harrow School m this 
country. His Majesty had not been in Iraq 
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since September 1948, and the genuine 
warmth of the popular welcome with which 
he was received has amply justified the idea 
of a visit at a time of year when travel in 
Iraq is possible. 

2. King Faisal was accompanied on his 
journey from London by Her Majesty the 
Queen Mother, His Royal Highness the 
Amir Zeid and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Abdivah. He was welcomed on 
the morning of 30th March at Bagdad air¬ 
port bv His Royal Highness the Regent and 
a large gathering of the country's leading 
figures as well js. by the heads of the foreign 
diplomatic missions. From the airport His 
Majesty, accompanied by the Regent, drove 
in an open carriage through ihe streets of 
Bagdad where enthusiastic crowds accorded 
him a .great welcome on his way to the 
Royal bilat. The Regent told me that the 
size of the crowds and their enthusiasm 
w ere unprecedented. 

3. On 5th April the anniversary of the 
accession of King Faisal H was celebrated 
and the airecis of Bagdad were decked with 
Rags for the occasion. The following day 
King Faisal, accompli used by the Regent, 
left Bagdad for a two-day visit to the 
Moslem holy cities of Kerb ala and Najaf. 

4 . The Regent had told me that it was his 
intention to let the people of Iraq see theii 
King as much as possible and, in view ol 
the spontaneous warmth shown towards 
His Majesty from the moment of his 
arrival* plans were undertaken Tor visits to 
both Southern and Northern Iraq, 

5. Accordingly, King Faisal in company 
with the Regent visited Basra Irom 10th- 
14i h April and subsequently between 
24th 30th April paid visits to Mosul, to 
Sarsing, the Royal family's summer resort 
in the hills of Northern Kurdistan, to ErbtL 
arid finally to Kirkuk where there were 
assembled to greet him not only the seuios 
officials and notables of both Kirkuk and 


Sulaimaniya liwas, but also an imposing 
gathering of tribal leaders some of whom 
had come from as far as the Persian border. 
Surprisingly enough among their number 
was the renowned Sheikh Mahmoud who. 
according to a report from His Majesty's 
Consul, who attended the ceremony, looked 
rather ill at ease during the playing of the 
Iraqi national anthem! 

6 . King Faisal's fifteenth birthday was 
celebrated in Bagdad on 2nd May as a 
public holiday. He made a short broadcast 
on this day in the course of which he 
thanked all classes in the country for the 
affectionate welcome that they had accorded 
him. I am told that his delivery and his 
Arabic accent were excellent. In the 
evening my wife and I attended a dinner 
given for him at the palace of the Regent 
to which all Heads of Missions and their 
wives were invited. This was followed by 
a. reception to a large gathering of Iraqis 
and foreigners. The invitations which were 
first sent out included Moslem wives but 
they were subsequently cancelled and no 
Iraqi Moslem ladies were present. Strict 
purdah continues to be observed by the 
ladies of the Royal family when in this 
country. 

7. As on the occasion of his visit in 1948 
King Faisal came with their Royal High¬ 
nesses the Regent and the Amir Zeid to an 
informal tea-party at the embassy on 
23rd April, 

8 . King Faisal's visit ended on 8 th May 
when he left by air for London, It will have 
been evident from the foregoing paragraphs 
that the visit was an unqualified success. 
It would be useful if such visits could be 
repeated each year until His Majesty's final 
return to Iraq. He enjoys very great 
popularity in tins country and the more 
often he is seen the better, 

I have, &c 

HENRV B. MACK, 


EQ 1114/23 


No. 10 

INTERNVTIONAL BANK LOAN FOR IRAQ 


SfrO, Franks to Mr, Younger. (Received 17 rh June) 


(Ho. 1691) Washington. 

(Telegraphic) Mth June, 1950. 

My telegram No. 1635. 

Loan agreement for 12 8 million dollars 
(or the equivalent in other currencies) was 
signed on 15th June. Interest rate is 2j per 


cent, (plus bank commission of I per cent.) 
which is lowest yet obtained by any country 
borrowing from the bank, 

2. Doctor Haidar asked the bank lor 
some prior undertaking to grant further 
loans which could be publicly announced in 
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Iraq, He has not been successful in getting 
this but the bank have gisen him in a letter 
a clear indication that they are interested in 
further Sending and bank officials are likely 
to visit Iraq in the early autumn to discuss 
die possibility of a loan lor the following 
projects: — 

(d) The Hilla Canal, 

ih) The import of agriculture machinery, 
\c) Grain silo at Basra. 

<if) Tobacco storage in Bagdad and the 

provinces. 


I■ understand Ihe total foreign exchange 
involved in these projects is 7 10 million 
dollars, 

3. Haidar asked whether the bank, if 
requested, were prepared to send an 
economic survey mission to Iraq. He was 
told that February 1951, was the earliest 
date possible for such u mission. Haidar 
made an excellent impression and his suc¬ 
cessful visit may do something to dispel the 
prejudice in Iraq against the batik. He 
leaves for Loudon by air on 19th June. 


EQ 1016/24 No, II 

THE NURI AL SAID GOVERNMENT 


Sir H. r l lack to V/r, Bevin> 


(No, 34 Saving) Bagdad, 

1 9th Septemher, 1950, 
My telegram No, 4H3 of 17th September: 
Iraqi Cabinet. 

New Iraqi Government was formed on 
! 6 th September as follows: 

L Nuri jl Said: Prime Minister and 
Acting Minister of Interior. 

2. Majid Mustafa: Minister of Social 
Affairs, 


(Received 24 ih September} 


3. Shakir al Wadi: Minister of Defence 

and Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

4. Dhia Jafar: Minister of Economics. 

5. Abdul Wahab Murjaii; Minister of 

Communications and Works and 
Acting Minister of Finance. 

6 . Nassau Sami Tatar: Minister of, 

Justice. 

7. Khalil Kenna: Minister of Education. 
2 , Sec my immediately following Saving 

telegram. 


EQ 1016 25 

Sir H. Mack to Mr. Younger. (Received 24th September) 

( 2 ) 


(No. 35. Saving) Bagdad. 

19 th September, 1950. 
My immediately preceding telegram 
Saving of 19th September. 

Nos. I. 2. 3 and 7 Sunni Arabs 
Nos, 4 and 5 are Shia Arabs, 

No. 2 is a Kurd. 

No. 6 is of Turkoman origin. 

Nos, I. 3, 4. 5 and 7 are members of Nuri 
Pasha s Constitutional Union Party, 

2. Nuri had hoped to include both Saleh 
Jabr and Taufiq Suweidi* Saleh Jabr 
objected to the inclusion of Abdul Wahab 
41801 ** 


Murjan and Khalil Kcnna. He also tried 
to get Say id Abdul Mehdi included. Agree¬ 
ment between Nuri and Saleh Jabr became 
impossible, and Saleh Jabr withdrew. We 
have been told that this withdrawal caused 
the exclusion of faufiq Suweidi because, if 
he had remained, great offence would have 
been caused to Saleh Jabr and the Sims 
generally. Taufiq also wished to interfere 
in regard to the choice of Ministers. The 
Prime Minister has told me that, in order to 
avoid a break with Saleh Jabr and Taufiq 
Suweidi, he decided to form a " skeleton " 
Cabinet Abdul Karim a) Uzri was offered 

C 
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ihe Ministry of Finance, presumably at the 
desire of the Regent, but he withdrew at the 
last moment in solidarity with Saleh Jabr, 

3. Nuri gave a press conference on 
16th September. He said that his Govern¬ 
ment intended to concentrate on tw r o points: 
economic development and improvement of 
the administration. They would try to put 
an end to unemployment and to stimulate 
iri.de. He said he would try to include new 
and suitable men to fill the gaps in the 
Cabinet, Until he does so it is not easy to 
assess ins chances of success in these 
declared aims. 


4. At our first interview this morning 
Nuri Pasha told me that he hoped to form 
the Development Board within a fortnight 
and to put into force the existing decentrali¬ 
sation law which permits Mutasanifs and 
municipalities to carry out certain public 
works in their areas. Owing to lack of funds 
this law has hitherto remained a dead letter. 
He also said that he would not have 
resigned last December if the Iraq Petroleum 
Company had agreed last year to the 
increased royalties which they had recently 
agreed with him. 


EJ 071/146 No. 12 

ATTITUDE OF IRAQ TOWARDS THE ARAB LEAGUE 

Sir H. Mack to Mr . Attlee, t Received 21 th September) 


t No. 212, Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir. 2! si September, 1950. 

The question of the union of the two sides 
of the Jordan is to be discussed by the Arab 
League C ouncil at its meeting in October. 
Up to the present Iraq has given qualified 
support to Jordan against the attacks of the 
ma jority of the Arab League States and has 
prevented a vote on Jordan's expulsion. In 
this attitude the Iraq Government have had 
the support of the majority of politically 
conscious Iraqis, Although ihere tire indi¬ 
cations that the critical phase of this dispute 
is passed, it may be of some interest at the 
moment to try to assess Iraq's attitude 
towards the Arab League, at a lime when 
she is poised uneasily between Jordan and 
the remaining members, 

2. The history of Iraq's relations with the 
Arab League seems to have been largely 
determined by the uneasy balance existing 
in Iraqi opinion between two conceptions of 
Arab association which, though not neces¬ 
sarily inconsistent, have in practice 
generally been opposed. These conceptions 
are: “ 

tol ihe political reunion of the fertile 
parts of Arab territory which were 
under Turkish rule before 1918; 
ih) the association of independent Arab 
States in a loose organisation for the 
prosecution of common political 
aims. 

Iraq is attached m different ways to both 
these conceptions of the integration of the 
Arab world. 


3, Tito first conception derives from the 
aspirations towards administrative reunion 
inherited front the Arab nationalist move¬ 
ment against the Turks, in which many 
leading Iraqis played an active part This 
movement was the creation of the Arab 
townsmen of Syria and to a lesser extent, 
of Iraq, For obvious geographical and 
political reasons, Egypt and Southern 
Arabia were excluded from their plans for 
administrative reunion of a part of the Arab 
world. It is ihe Iraqi hope for such a union 
that has been responsible for many of the 
differences between Iraq and other members 
of the League. For instance, I believe that 
Iraq's consistent advocacy in the Arab 
League of policies of intransigence against 
Israel was largely caused by the threat to 
the prospects of administrative reunion 
which was constituted by the emergence of 
Israel. Iraq's strong support for the Pales¬ 
tine Arabs was in the past one of the main 
causes of difference between Iraq and some 
of the other Arab States, and led, late in 
1945, to Iraq's threatening to withdraw from 
the league. Again, in 1949, there was a 
period of acute disagreement between Iraq 
and Egypt, primarily due to Iraq's hope and 
Egypt’s fear that die Syrian coups d'etat 
gave a prospect of realisation of the Fertile 
Crescent scheme. Recently* Iraq has again 
diverged to some extent from the majority 
of the league in her support for the union of 
both banks of the Jordan, which was due, 
partly at any rate, to Iraq's desire to see any 
administrative union of Arab territory* how¬ 
ever small. 
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4 . Iraq has at the same time been, 
throughout ihe last five years, a genuine 
believer in the wider and looser association 
or Arab Slates which finds its embodiment 
in the Arab League. The support for this 
form of organisation given by Iraq in 1945, 
sprang from the desire for Egypt’s support 
against ihe Jews in Palestine and the French 
in Syria and the recognition of the advan¬ 
tages of Arab cohesion in dealing with the 
non-Arab world. Nuri Pasha and some 
other Iraqi veterans of the Arab revolt were 
undoubtedly disappointed that the League 
Charter did not give greater scope for ihe 
future union of constituent members of the 
league, but they and general political 
opinion in Iraq strongly support the ideas 
embodied in the Charter uElder Egypt s 
inspiration. The appeal of these ideas to 
Iraqi's nationalist youth is based on the 
attraction exercised by Egypt as the 
strongest and most advanced of the Arab 
States and their natural leader against 
u Western imperialism." Egypt’s voice in 
Arab councils oci the Palestine issue was 
usually raised on the side of moderation, but 
the unsettled state of her relations with 
Great Britain lias made ihe Arab League 
more hostile to ihe West and therefore more 
attractive to ihe frustrated nationalist youth 
of Iraq. The outstanding instance of Iraqi 
attachment to the league prevailing over 
both common sense and Iraq's own hopes 
for future political reintegration with the 
Arab Stales of the Levant, was her recogni¬ 
tion of the Egyptian-sponsored Gaza 
Government, 

5. The differences which have arisen 
between Iraq and the Arab League have 
thus been largely caused by the opposition 
between two ideas of Arab unity, the one 
contemplating an organic union between 


Iraq, Jordan and the Levant States which 
would, it is hoped, contain and eventually 
reconquer Israel; the other which has 
ahead} taken shape as a wider and looser 
association and which aims at the eventual 
inclusion of all Arabs, its main purpose 
being to free its compotteni States from all 
trace of foreign domination and to give the 
Arab bloc an effective voice in world affairs. 
If Iraq were Deed with a choice between 
these two ideas, they would probably choose 
ihe first: but El appears probable that the 
second would only be abandoned if it was 
actively preventing who! appeared to Iraq 
to be an immediate practical prospect of 
achieving the first. The possibilities of such 
situation arising have been diminished, not 
only by the actions of Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia* but by the policy of the Western 
Powers as expressed in ihe I ripartite State¬ 
ment, The Iraqis are undoubtedly attached 
to the league, and, w hatever their complaints 
against it, will continue to feel the need of 
an association of Arab States in this form 
to deal with non-Arab countries. The 
current moves to obtain the recognition of 
the Arab League as a regional organisation 
under United Nations Organisation have 
strong Iraqi support, I conclude that, in 
spile of ihe ditTei cnees- with Egypt and 
Azzam Pasha, and Nuri s threats to break 
up the league, it would take a very consider¬ 
able upheaval, such as a major crisis over 
Syria, lo bring (he Iraqis to the point of 
leaving the league. 

1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty’s Representatives at Alexandria* 
Damascus* Beirut, Amman, Jedda, Tel Aviv, 
Ankara and Washington and to the head of 
the British Middle East Office. 

I have. &c, 

HENRY B, MACK. 


EQ 1016/28 No, 13 

POLITICAL SITUATION IN IRAQ 

Sir H. Mack to Mr . Attlee, t Received 2nd October i 


(No. 215) Bagdad. 

Sir, 25f/i September, 1950. 

As reported in m\ Saving telegram 
No, 112 of 14th September, the Cabinet of 
Tawfiq Suweidi resigned on 12th September 
after some seven and a half months of office 
The circumstances in which this Govern¬ 
ment came to power were described in my 
despatch No, 43 of 21 si February, Tawfiq 
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Suweidi appears to have been chosen to 
head this Government partly with an eye to 
Egyptian opinion, but mainly because 
neither Nuri Said nor Saleh Jabr, who were 
the obvious choices, were willing to serve 
as Prime Minister, The lines of cleavage 
in his Cabinet were obvious from the start, 
and they grew wider as time went on. 
Indeed* the popular estimate of a three to 

C 2 
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four months' life for the Government proved 
oni> slightly pessimistic; for although its 
total life was longer, it was tit a state of 
complete disintegration during the Uhl two 
mom as before it resigned. 

J. In early June Nuri Pasha told me that 
he and Shakir a I Wadi were to go to the 
norm to discuss the Cabinet situation with 
the Regent. He said that the Prime 
Minister wanted to get rid of the Minister 
of Interior (Saleh Jabr) and of the members 
of the Constitutional Union Party in the 
Cabinet and to hold new elections on 
1st August, Nuri and Shakir al Wadi did 
in fact go to Sersenk on 5th June, but they 
presumably agreed with the Regent, who 
was still opposed to a change of Govern* 
mem and to the holding of elections, that 
the Cabinet was able to cam on as it was. 
The tensions inside it were, however, still 
increasing, and by the middle of July it was 
apparent that they were so divided as to be 
completely ineffective. The Minister of 
Interior was angry with the Prime Minister, 
who without any previous consultation with 
him. had made use of the Constitutional 
Union Part) to prevent the passage of the 
press law sponsored by him. The Sunni 
Ministers were angry with Saleh Jabr. They 
said he was making trouble in the Munlafik 
by giving way unduly to the Minister of 
Communications and Works, a Shi'a who 
landed interests in that district. He was also 
accused of favouritism towards the Shi a 
community in general and of allowing his 
friend- to make mane; by granting pass¬ 
ports to such Jews as wished Eo leave the 
country without abandoning their Iraqi 
nationality. The long-standing alliance be¬ 
tween Nuri Said and Saleh Jabr was in 
danger of dissolution. The Ministers of 
Nun's party were systematically obstructing 
Saleh’s proposals while Saleh Jabr was 
trying to undermine Nun's party by causing 
tile withdrawal of his own supporters in it. 
He did not have much success in this, 

? By the middle of July, therefore, the 
Regent had decided that a change was 
necessary. He told the charge d'affaires 
on 19th July that the Cabinet would be 
re formed in a few days, but he subsequently 
decided to wait until Nun returned from 
London before making any changes. Nuri 
did not return until 6th August The 
Regent intended to change the Govern men i 
before tilth August when he was due to 
leave for Istanbul; but he received news of 
his sister's illness and left Bagdad suddenly 
for London on ?th August, Since the power 


of accepting the resignation of the Prime 
Minister had been excluded from the acting 
Regent’s powers, and since the Regent 
expected to return to Bagdad in a few 
weeks, a further delay was imposed. It 
soon became dear that the Regent would 
have to stay in England for an indefinite 
period, and the Cabinet was instructed to 
cam on unchanged. This instruction was 
not enough to make them work together, 
and for Lhe remainder of its life, the Gov¬ 
ernment remained in a state of paralysis. 
As always happens in Iraq in such circum¬ 
stances, the authority of the Government 
suffered from the general knowledge that 
its cohesion had been lost, and day-to-day 
administrative decisions were postponed, 
while civil servants trimmed their sails to the 
expected new Government. 

4. In spite of its dissensions and its last 
two months of ineffectiveness, the record of 
the Government was not of unrelieved 
failure. The previous Government had 
been forced out of office because Iraqi 
opinion would not endorse an agreement 
with Egypt for non-intervention in Syria, 
but the Suweidi Government succeeded in 
improving Iraqi Egyptian relations to sonic 
extent, in the face of the difficulties caused 
by the Egyptian attack on Jordan in the 
Arab League, In >pite of some diplomatic 
clumsiness, Tawfiq Suweidi succeeded in 
preventing the expulsion of Jordan from 
the Arab League, and at the same time 
improved the atmosphere between Iraq and 
Egypt. It is to be hoped that the return of 
Nuri Pasha to power will not cause Iraqi 
Egyptian relations to deteriorate once again. 

5. Tawfiq Suweidi dealt fairly sensibly 
with ihe tripartite statement of policy by 
the United States, Great Britain and I'ranee, 
after his first outburst to the press in Egypt, 
and did not allow himself to be carried away 
cither by the nationalist attacks upon it or 
by the hostile attitude adopted by Nuri 
Rash a in Parliament, Again, on the question 
of the Security Council resolution on Korea, 
(he Iraqi Government, after some hesitation, 
did not follow the Egyptians with a declara¬ 
tion of neutrality, in spite of the welcome 
given by a targe section of Iraqi public 
opinion to the Egyptian line. The record 
of the Government on foreign affairs was 
fairly good, 

6 . rhe Government were fortunate in 
being in power at a time when the Interna¬ 
tional Bank loan agreement was finally 
signed. T hey also were lucky to obtain the 
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credit for the comparatively successful con¬ 
clusion of the negotiations with the Iraq 
Petroleum Company for the increase of oil 
royalties. Moreover, effective measures 
were taken by the Finance Minister to 
improve the budgetary position by making 
considerable reductions in expenditure and 
by increasing taxes, Although the divi¬ 
sions within the Cabinet prevented the 
setting up of the Development Board and 
prejudiced the chances of its obtaining 
suitable foreign experts, the passage of the 
Development Board law through Parliament 
can also be counted us the achievement of 
tliis Government, 

7. The Government handled the resigns 
tion of the thirty-four Opposition Deputies 
without much skill, but the dissensions 
among the rests nine Deputies prevented 
this developing into an effective attack on 
the Government, The question of new 
elections, however, remains a real one, and 
a El hough Nuri will probably avoid elections 
as long as he can. the absence from Parlia¬ 
ment of such d large proportion of its more 
educated and progressive members, seems 
likely to make elections inevitable long 


before the life of the present Chamber of 
Deputies expires m June 1952, 

8 . Abdul Karim al Uzri. Minister of 
Finance, has been the outstanding success 
oi this Government, The Prime Minister 
confirmed his previous reputation as a 
clever and slippery Minister and as a com* 
pietdy unscrupulous money-maker. Saleh 
UibrN attempts to assert his independence 
of Nuri was not successful and he has un¬ 
doubtedly lost ground politically. Although 
a battle between these two outstanding 
personalities may be inevitable in the long 
run. Saleh, who is much younger, would be 
well advised to postpone it" as long as 
possible. Saleh allowed his irritation at the 
obstruction he me; from Nuri's supporters 
in the Government to lead him to try to 
undermine Nun's position. He only 
succeeded in alienating almost all the Sunni 
politicians, and it is clear that he Can never 
become a dominating influence in Iraqi 
politics unless he ceases to reh on Shi a 
support a Line, 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the head of the British Middle East Office. 
! have. &c. 

henry b. mack. 
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NURI AL SAID'S LECTURE ON IRAQ AM) i HE WORLD SITUATION 

Sir H. Muck to Mr. Bevin. (Received 25th November) 


(No, 247) Bagdad. 

Sir. 2$fh November, 1952, 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Nuri a I Said, 
gave a public lecture on 14th November 
which he called *' The Development of V\ ar 
and Policy in the 19th and 20th Centuries. ’ 
His Majesty King Abdullah of Iordan and 
His Royal Highness the Regent were among 
the audience of about 1,000. This is the 
second lecture Nuri Pasha has given; the 
first was reported in my despatch No. 64 of 
2 Ist March, 

2. Nuri said that he had been impelled to 
deliver this lecture hy his sense of the needs 
arising out of the existing tension in inter¬ 
national relations. He had observed that 
the belter instructed nations kept the con¬ 
duct of foreign policy out of party politics. 
As Arabs and. in particular, as Iraqis, ihev 
should understand the reason for this and 
draw profit from the example. The second 
reason which had brought him to make the 


lecture was in order to bring out the con¬ 
nexion between defence plans and foreign 
policy. The first care ol any responsible 
Government was the attainment of national 
security, for without it stability and progress 
were impossible. In. describing the wars of 
the 19th and 20th centuries he wanted to 
bring into relic]" the governmental machinery 
which drew up operational plans and its 
relations with the framework of foreign 
policy. He intended then to go on to con¬ 
sider the Arab and Iraqi position under the 
present circumstances. 

3. His Excellency then gave a compressed 
and, according to King Abdullah, somewhat 
inaccurate description of the political de¬ 
velopments iti the 19th century, starting with 
the rise ol Napoleon. He carried on his 
survey through the 1914-18 war. the rise of 
na/istn and the outbreak of the 1939 war, 
and ended his historical review by pointing 
to the destruction and misery caused by this 
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war and its exploitation by the Soviet Union 
in the interests of the political domination 
of communism. 

4, Nun then described the two opposing 
world blocs whose preponderant strength 
make neutrality a policy of great difficult) 
for the smaller States. He illustrated this 
by the example of Belgium in 1914 and of 
Denmark. Holland and Norway in 1940. 
All these nations had run joined the Atlantic 
Treaty w hose principal signatories were now 
face to face with the Russians in Germany 
and Austria. He could not see any way bv 
which a third world war could be averted. 
The Western Powsrs were now preparing 
their defensive measures and some believed 
that the building Up of adequate military 
strength would prevent a war. This might 
be true or it might not, 

5. He then turned to the special position 
of Iraq and described briefly the attitudes 
of Turkey. Persia. Pakistan and India the 
last two of which, he said T were both threat¬ 
ened bv Communist China. What should 
be Iraq's altitude if a clash took place 
between the two world blocs? This could 
not be usefully discussed except bv the 
appropriate State organisation. If this 
organisation could really guarantee the 
safety of a neutral Iraq it should decide on 
this and prepare plans on this basis. Iraq’s 
foreign policy should conform. What was 
the appropriate State organisation? Law 
No. 15 of 1937 authorised the establishment 
of a Supreme Defence Council under the 
Prime Minister* or someone delegated by 
him, as president. Its members were to be 
the Ministers of Defence* Interior* Finance. 
Economics and Communications, and the 
Chief of the General Staff. Nuri Pasha 
said that it was a mistake not to have 
included the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and! senior officers other than the Chief of 
the General Staff ought also to have been 
included. There was another shortcoming 
in the law. In England the Prime Minister 
consulted the Leader of the Opposition 
from time to time on defence matters. This 
was the secret of the confidence between the 
parties in England on questions of national 
security. 

6. The Prime Minister then propounded 
four questions as examples of useful ques¬ 
tions for the Supreme Defence Committee 
to discuss and answer: - 

til Can national security be safeguarded 
by neutrality? 

(2) If. Iraq being neutral* Persia becomes 
a victim of aggression, what should 
Iraq's attitude be? 


(3) If in such a case. Persia appealed to 
the United Nations, and the United 
Nations forces were to pass through 
Iraq, what attitude should Iraq 
adopt? 

(41 What guarantee can Iraq have that 
an aggressor would stop at her 
frontiers? 

7, Nuri Pasha concluded by saying that 
be was now studying the short comings of 
the State machinery as a whole and in par¬ 
ticular that for safeguarding the security of 
the State. He intended to present to Parlia¬ 
ment shortly a proposal to amend the law he 
had referred to in a manner designed to 
guarantee the safety of the State. 

S. 1 saw King Abdullah the morning after 
the lecture and found him to be critical of 
Nuri s failure to take a more definite line 
about neutrality. His view was that neu¬ 
trality for small countries was completely 
out of the question and there was 
no point in talking about it beforehand, 
British farces would land at Aqaba or Haifa 
us the situation demanded, whether they 
had permission or not. In a public com¬ 
mentary* however. King Abdullah praised 
Nuri's democratic gesture in taking the 
people into his confidence. He went on to 
say that security depends on preparedness 
only, and that neutrality* whether armed or 
not, is of no value, " World conflagrations 
hurst like storms and earthquakes and are 
not affected by trie wills of nations." 

9, The lecture has aroused considerable 
criticism in the party press. Newspapers of 
both Right and Left described the lecture as 
an assertion that neutrality between East 
and West was impossible for Iraq and 
attacked it accordingly. Nuri certainly 
meant this to he understood, and his own 
party newspaper attributed this view to 
him, but reports of the lecture show that 
he avoided saying so in set terms. The 
organ of the Istiqlal Party is publishing a 
series of leaders on the subject. In the 
first of these it declared that the most 
dangerous feature in the lecture was the 
“ new dictatorial tendency ” it revealed* 
The legislature alone had the power to 
decide Iraqi national policy and the compe¬ 
tence of the Defence Council was limited 
to the preparation of defence plans. It had 
no right to decide whether the country 
should be at war or peace, or whether it 
should align itself with one or other of the 
conflicting parlies. This remained the right 
of Parliament alone. In a second leading 
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article* the newspaper re-slated the stand¬ 
point of the Istiqlal Party as recently defined 
by the Annual ParLv Conference. This is. 
as reported in my despatch No, 245 of 15th 
November, that Iraq should adopt an atti¬ 
tude of armed neutrality, which was defined 
as one of u m-agecession against the West 
and of defence against the Last. 

If). The National Democratic Party news¬ 
paper said that the lecture revealed that 
Nuri's real motives in coming to power were 
to prepare for war on the side of the Western 
bhn\ The paper asked, first what benefits 
would the Arab countries derive from join¬ 
ing the Western Hoc: secondly* would it be 
possible for Iraq lo decide on neutrality, 
ejiftcr separately, or in conjunction with 
the other Arab countries; thirdly* is Iraq 
obliged to take such a fateful decision; 
fourthly, would it not be better for Iraq to 
adopt an attitude similar to that of Egypt 
during the second world war* This paper 
also made the point that these vital ques¬ 
tions should not be left to a committee of 
experts who have no constitutional respon¬ 
sibility, Their answers should he decided 
by the fr;jqi neople themselves through 
their freely-elected representatives. The 
non-party press lias been less hostile. 

II. Before he delivered the lecture Nuri 
Pasha asked me what die relationship was 


between the Foreign Office and the Defence 
organisation in the United Kingdom, I 
showed him the composition and functions 
of the Ministry of Defence as given in the 
1950 Whitaker, He studied this with care. 
I also told him of the close relations between 
the Foreign Office and the Ministry of 
Defence on all matters relating to defence, 
12. Nuri evidently wants to revive lhe 
Supreme Defence Council which has been 
in abeyance for many years* The law 
establishing it was passed by the Govern¬ 
ment of Hikmat Sulaiman which came to 
power after the Bekr Sidqi coup d'Erar in 
1936, The regulations under the law were 
enacted under the Government of Jamil 
Madfai in 19.18. Article I of these regula¬ 
tion indicates that the intent ion was for the 
Supreme Defence Council to consider 
mainly technical questions of defence, com¬ 
munications and supply. Although Article S 
authorises the Prime Minister to refer to 
the council questions that he considers to be 
within the scope of the council’s compe¬ 
tence, it seems doubtful whether the coun¬ 
cil's competence could be extended to the 
second and third of Nun's questions* 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to 
the Head of the British Middle East Office. 

1 have. &e. 

HENRY B, MACK. 
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NURI PASHA'S VIEWS ON THE 1930 PORTSMOUTH TREATY 

Sir H . Mack to Mr . Bevin* \ Received 2&r/j Xovtmberi 
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(No. 648) Bagdad, 

< Telegraph id 20th jVou ivw/w, 1950, 

Iraqi Prime Minister opened the first 
general conference of his party with a speech 
Summarising the policy of his Government, 
which I shall report by despatch, 

2 . He dosed his speech as follows: ** I 
took part with the late King Faisal, f and 
my colleagues, in the Government at the 
time in the negotiations for the 1930 Treaty 
and its conclusion. Twenty years have now 
passed since the treaty was concluded and l 
believe that you will agree with me that it is 
low out of date and incompatible with world 
developments, particularly now that there is 
<m international organisation based on a 
charter which placed all nations, big and 
small, on an equal footing. I fully share 


the feelings of dissatisfaction of the 
Egyptians with the 1936 Treaty, 

I take this opportunity to say two words 
in this connexion, 

First, our relations with the British 
Government must be based on principles 
which do not affect our sovereignty and our 
national dignity. 

Secondly, the foreigner must have no 
right to maintain military bases on Iraqi 
territory in rime of peace. Necessity and 
interests call upon us to co-operate with our 
Egyptian brethren in the light of these 
principles in order to reach a solution of this 
vital matter.” 

Please see my immediately following 
telegram. 
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Sir tL Mack to Mr, Kevin* {Received 29rh November) 


(No. 649) Bagdad. 

(Telegraphic) 29//; November, \ 950. 

My immediately preceding telegram. 

Nuri has been shaken by attacks on him 
in the press since his lecture reported in my 
despatch No. 247 and F especially in view of 
the opening of Parliament on, 2nd December* 
has felt the need to conciliate the Oppo¬ 
sition, who are making effective use of the 
Egyptian speech from the Throne. He was, 
however, careful to include the words 


“ in time of peace ” when speaking of mili¬ 
tary bases and he will probably repeat to 
me icompare my telegram No. 642) that the 
world is not at peace This speech was 
clearly designed for Internal consumption, 
hut I doubt if it will strengthen NftnTs 
position. It cannot fail to prejudice his 
plans for inducing Egypt to take a more 
realistic view' of the defence of the Middle 
East, 
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LEADING PERSONALITIES IN IRAQ 

Str If. Mack to Mr. Younger, {ft retired lit ft July) 


(No. L>4 Cimlulential) Bagdad, 

Sir. ljff July t I960. 

With reference to my despatch No. 237 
of 12th December. 1949,, 1 have the honour 
to transmit herewith a report on the lead¬ 
ing personalities of Imtj as at 1st July, 
1950, 

2, This report has betn for yome time in 
need of thorough revision, Inaccuracies 
and disc repine] OH bad crept in and the 
opinion* expressed in a number of cases no 
longer fully represented t»irviews, Because 
of tiirs r and in view of the increasing 
importance which is now attached to 
pemuialities, my staff have completely re¬ 
written the report. 

3. Seventeen names from the 1949 report 
have been omitted Four of these 1 me dead, 
and the present importance of the remain 
ing thirteen no longer justifies their 
Indus inn. Eleven new names have been 
added, 

1 have. ifrc. 

HENRY B. MACE. 


Enclosure 

Lead ini: Pmumiliiwv In I mrj 

Royai Ftimfly 
! Faisal II. 

2. Abdll3 Ihh, His Rova) Highrncs?, the \mjr, 

3. Zaid. Hi* Royal Highness the \mif, 

4. Hu^-in Nasir. 

Other Personalities 

1, Abbas Mahdi 

2, Abdul Amir al llwi. 

3, Abdul Am a3 Mudhaffcr, 

4, Abdul Aziz al Oissab. 

5, Abdul PerEiah Ibrahim. 

6 Abdul Kadi Chafe hi 

7, Abdul Nadi Dhahrr 

8, Abdul Kadi Pschachi. 

9, Abdul Huh Kafidh 

317. Abdul iabhar Chalabi. 

IL Abdul Karim il Uzri 
3 2. AlHtu! Stabdi (Saiytdi 
3 3, Abdul Majid Alfewi. 

14. Abdul Oadir Caikai 
15 Abdul Qddir Rashid. 
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16. Abdul Rszziiq nl Dtiahcr 

17. AJxlul Rjzail] il l.'zri- 

18. Abdul Wabhab Mahmud. 

19. Abdul Wahhab Murjan. 

20. Abdul Wahid at Haj Stikkar (Sheikh k 

21. Abdullah Damhijii, 

22. Abdullah Qassah. 

23. Ahmad a l AjiL 

24. Ahmad, Sheikh of Barzan, 

25. Ahmad Mukhiar lit hate 

26. Ahmad a) Kawi, 

27. Ahmad Zulu al Khayal 

28. Akrani Mushlaq. 

29. Ali Haidar Su Ini man. 

30. Ali Jawdat al VSiyubi. 

31. Ah K ha ltd a I Hcjim. 

32. A3i Mahmud Sheikh Alt. 

33. Ali Mihduz. 

34. A3i al Sharqi- 

35. Alwan Hiissd in. C,B,t. 

36. Ar$had al Umaxi, K.l).£. 

37. Asim a] Naqib. Ssiyid, 

38. Ala Amin. 

39. Aziz Sherif (Abdul A 2 i 2 bin Shcnf bin 

Abdul Majid), 

40. Baba Ali Sheikh Mahmud. 

41. Bj 6.4,1 AyEi l Selim. 

42. Baha Ud Din Nuri, 

43. Darwish al Haitian. 

44. Daud al Haitian. 

45. Daud al Saadi iSuiyjdk 

46. Dhui Jalar. 

47. Fadhil Jamali. 

48. Faiq SumnrT ai. 

44 Hamid al Niiqih. 

50, Hashim Jawad. 

51, Kswan Sami Taiar. 

52, Hazirii SlicmdiEi Aght 

53, Hikmai Suhimau, 

54, HiishJtn Fau/i 
$$. Hussain Jamil. 

56. Ibrahim Akif al AlusL 

57. Ibrahim Saleh ,d Kibir, 

58. Ismail Namiq. K.B.E. 

59. tsimaij SLtfwal. 

60. JaTir Hamandi, 

61. Jalal Raban, 

62. Jamut Ha ban 

63. Jamil Abdul Wibhab. 

64. Jamil Madfai 

65. Jamil a I Rawi. 

66. Jamil al UrfalL 
67- Jamil al Wadi. 

63. Jcbncm Malknn, 

69. Kamil OwderchL 

70. Khalil Email. 

71. Khalil Kanna. 

72. Mahmud Abdul Kerim. 

73. Mahmud Agha Hajji RuuL 

74. Mahmud Ac ha Zibari. 

75. Mali mill I Siicikh Said: Sheikh. 

76 Mahmud Sublii Dafud. 
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77. Msihmt ,1 Hj.lh.ilu!, Sheikh. 

78. Majid Momk 

79. Mar SJiimun, 

HO. Mautkid Mukh.li>, 

31 Muaffaq oil AJusL 
82. Mudhaffar Ahmad 
63, MufinmniciJ Ali Mahmud. 

34, Mofcmmmcd H assail Kubbu- 

35, MuNanimad Hussain Madid. 

8 ft, Muhammad Hussain .d Kavhif a I Ghtij. 
■87. Muhammad Mahdi Kuba. 

88- Mohammed Ridha Shuhihi. 

34. Muhammad ul Sadr (Saiyid), 

“Hi. Muharnmed Selina a I Radlu. 

41. Mulla Mustafa. 
m 2. Muss S-bahandar. 

M3. Muftifa at l man, 

44. Muzuhim Amin al Pachachi. 

45. Nadhif Shawi 

96. Niuffm Shakir al Paefiachi. 

97. Najj a I Alfl. 

48, Nap Shaukat. 

MM, Najih *] Rawi. 

100 Na&ral al Farist. 

101. Nun al Qadhi. 

Id®. Nun Sa id. 

K*3 Numddin Mahmud. 

104 Rafail Petros Butli. 

105. Rashid Ali a I GaiJani. 

106. Rauf al bafirani. 

107. Rauf al Chadirchi 

108. Ru/iraq Ghanuam. 

104. Sa’ad Umar, 

1 tO r Sadiq at Bas&uin. 

III. Surd HaqqL 
III Saleh Jabr K.B£ 

1.13. Salih Saib. 

114 Salim Terri. 

115- Salman Sheikh Paud. 

116 Sami Faitih. 

117. Sami Shawkat. 

118. Sfuq a 3 Ajil, 

119; Shakir al wadi. M.V.Ck 

120. Shawkat al Zahnwi. 

121. Tatid a I HastomL 

122. Tahsin All. 

123. Tahsin Oadri. K.C.V.O, 

124. Talih Miishiaq, 

125. Tawliq al Nath. 

126. Tautiq Suweidi. 

127. Tawfiq WaJjbi Mu’ruf, C.B E. 

128. Thabit Abdul N'ur. 

129. Umar Nadhmi. 

150. Yahya Qassim 

131. Yunis Bahri. 

132. Yusuf Abdullah al Oftitufli (Suivid). 

133. Yusuf Gfiinima 


Lead Eng. Pervmmlitiei in Iraq 
The Kuyil I until> 

I. King f atal II 

Born in Bagdad on 2ml May. 1935, the win of King 
Chan and a sister of the Amir Abdul Hah He 
succeeded m the throne on ihc death of his father on 
3rd April 1939. 

During ihe Rashid Ali rebellion in May 1941 he 
and hi*, mother were at first confined al Qasr Zuhur 
on the outskirts of Bagdad bul were removed to the 
summer palace at Pir Mum just before the collapse 
and flight nf the rebel Government. 

1 he King ^pent his summer holidays in Egypt in 
1943 and 1944 and in England in 1946. where he 
nended the Victory Celebrations and was the euem 
of the kine .and Queen at Buckingham Pa bee. 


His eariy education was, directed by an English 
governess who was succeeded by an English tutor in 
J9-lli. in 1947 lie went to Sundrovd Preparatory 
Scnoo! and -entered Harrow .his father's old school, in 
May £949 He spent the summer holidays of I94X 
and the Easter holidays of 1950 m Iraq. En 1950 
he w-js given a notably warm welcome by the people 
and the opportunity was taken for him to visit .. 
number of important provincial centres. 

i he king has a tendency to asthma, but his health 
he- improved during the lust few years. He is 
intelligent and wetl-jiimmercd and is said to be doing 
well at Harrow. He is very popular in Iraq, 

2, Abdul Jbh. Hus Royal liighnew ibv Amir 

Born in rise Hcjaz in I9|2, the ontv son of the laic 
King All ci-King of the Hejaz He came so Bagdad 
with his Father tn 1926 after I bn Sand had expelled 
she laut-r irom she Hejuz He was educated privately 
arid Jl Victoria College. Alexandria- He became 
Regent on the death of fi L s cousin King Ghnzi in 
Apnl 1939, 

During the Cabinet crisis of January 194J which 
led to the fall oF Rashid Aids Cabinet, he 
endeavoured io resist the Prime Minister’s demands 
for the isppoinsmcm of new Ministers, but fled to 
Diwjrjbah in escape (he threats to his life made by 
four arm. officers Sakh-ud-din Sybbegh. Kamil 
Shahid, Fahmi Saul and Mahmud Salman. Rashid 
Al; thereupon resigned and Taha al Hashirni 
succeeded him The Re cent then returned to she 
capital. 

^ During the nigh l of 1st April she four army Officers 
already mentioned occupied Bagdad with their troops 
and went to the Palace to demand the resigns non nf 
Taha al Hash tun and the appointment of Rashid Ali 
as. Prune Minister. The Regcm was. however, warned 
in time, eluded them and took refuge in the American 
Legation, Thence he was smuggled to Hahbaniy a 
on 2nd April and flown to Basra. On instructions 
from Bagdad, the Officer Commanding, tfau Army, 
al Basra attempted to arrest the Regent, who took 
refuge on hoard of on; of His Majesty's sIiijm. By 
now am hope nf rallying support for his cause in the 
south had been lost. On 16th April he was flown to 
Jerusalem, together with Alt Jaudat and Jamil 
Madfai, who had meanwhile joined him at Basra 
During the bosti&tkft fit Mm, the Regent remained 
in Palestine He returned to Bagdad on 1st June, 
after the col lapse of Rashid All's regime and was 
welcomed by a targe gathering at nfliaais. notables 
and welt-wishcTs. 

In November 1943 he was declared Heir to the 
'1 hroiiL- under the provisions of an amendment to die 
Organic Low passed In October. 

In Dce:mb.-r 1943 the Regent paid an extensive 
\i>it to the Unilid Kingdom m the invitttiori of His 
Majesty's Guvernmcok For ihrec days he was a 
guest of Their Majcsiies (he King and Queen at 
Buckingham Palace. During 1944 the Regent loured 
extensively wiiliici ihc cOuitln and paid particular 
Attention to tlie afiny marnruvres which he eoo.sUiru.lv 
aitended- In June he visited Alexandria, returning 
early in July* and in 5; pi ember he again visited 
fidnsjonian and I-gyprt. He paid a second brief 
visit to Tnmvjordan in Tebmary IU45, 

In May 1945 he left on an official visit to the 
Timed Slates, returning via Canada and Great Britain. 
En London he was twice received by the King, met 
the prime Minister and members of the Cabinet and 
attended the Victory Thanksgiving Service, He also 
visited the occupied area of Germans, He returned 
via France and llnty, whence he proceeded on ap 
official visit to the Presided! of ihe Turkish Republic 
before returning to Iraq in September. 

The Regent visited London in the summer of both 
1946 and 1947. In 1946 he attended the Victory 
Celebrations on ttih June, and in 1947 he paid oflidal 
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■-istl 1 . to Frnnee and Belgium As well as to London, 
He and Nun Pasha held informal discussions with 
the Foreign Ottiec in September 1947 about the Iraq 
fjovemmcnis desire ts> replace the 1930 Treaty, He 
was therefore to some extent committed personally 
to ihe terms of the Portsmouth Treaty and was 
placed in a difficult position by the demonstrations 
against it in Bagdad in January 1946, He did not 
extricate himself front this position ivith undiminished 
credit. 

Jn 1948 he took a personal pun in the unsuccessful 
attempts to unify the war effort of the Arab Suites 
against Israel and paid a number of visits to ihe 
lr.:U| Army in Palestine. He paid a State Visit to the 
Shah of Persia, in June !949 and viriied England later 
in the summer. 

I'bc* Regent is an intelligent man with an excellent 
memory. He has u shy charm of manner and his 
natural judgment is good. But his will is abnormally 
weak and he can seldom withstand either his own 
passions or the pressure of others. He tries to Like 
his duties seriously and he is genuinely anxious to 
hand over I hi monarch-, unimpaired in strength and 
reputation to his nephew the Kong, but he is easily 
dbcouraged or intimidalcd. He ii much influenced 
by his mother. 

He i> basically uninterested in affairs of State and 
doers not identify himself with the progress and 
aspiration^ of bis people, whvtse interests he seems 
to regard as distinci front thouc of the Royat Family. 
He fecU more at home with Englishmen than with 
Iraqis und his rtcrealicms are those of the English. 
He maintains a targe racing stable, jaippon.s a ptiek of 
hounds and breeds pheasants and spaniels. He is 
irvespottsibh exlravapnL ami in 19 45 spent over 
5200,000 in the United .States on jewellery He is also 
believed to have invented heavily, at the cost of grave 
indebtedness, in speculative industrial enterprises in 
Bagdad 

His Regency has been a troubled one and he has 
twice been forced to flee front Bagdad. These 
experiences! have impelled him to make a real effort 
to obtain the personal ]<Hatty of the Army, in winch 
he has bad some success. But these experiences have 
also implanted m him a lieep distrust of fits people 
and a deter mi nation to keep in his own hands as 
much power and patronage as possihlc. His fears 
cause him to interfere in details of Government 
policy and administration, particularly in the appoint’ 
meats of officials and the choice of Government candi¬ 
dates for Parliament. He will never allow .i Prime 
Minister a completely free hind in the selection of 
his Ministers ,-\i Lhc same lime fii> indolence makes 
him neglect the higher direction of policy, lie seldom 
reads Stale papers unless they have direct connexion 
with the position of the Hashimfrc House. 

He has twice been married FLr*t in 193c lo the 
daughter of Snfah-al-Din l auri Beg of Cairo, whom 
fie divorced in 1940* ami secondly to another 
Egyptian lady Mile, F«za Tarahulsi m November 
I94jt. but stories about hi> dissipations si iff circulate. 
He speaks very good English. 

He was made an Honorary Air Commodore in the 
Royal Air Force in September £943, wp? appointed 
Honorary G.CM.G. in 1942 and Honorary G.C A',0-. 
with the award of Ifie Royal Victorian Collar in l lJ 43, 

d. /aid. ills Roynl Hlghne -v the Amir 

Bom at ktanbul 1900, lw is the youngest %tm of the 
late king Hussein of the Hej;i7 and a half brother to 
the (ale Kings Ali of HcjU2 ihd Falsa] I of Irarj, and 
to King Abdullah of Jordan. His mother was a l urk. 

He wav educated al Istanbul, He served wilh the 
Shari ban forces during the first world war and won 
the good opinion of Briits.li officers. He was 
appointed an Honorary G.B E for his services. 
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He came lo Iraq in 1922 and wits commissioned in 
ifie Iraqi cavalry. He acted as Regent for a short 
lime during King Faisals absence in 1924- From 1925 
to 1926 lie studied agrteuliure at Oxford and from 
1926 to 1931 fie lived in Cyprus where fits father had 
retired after being driven from ibe Hcja/ bi Ibn SslkI 

After the death of King Hussein in 1931 the Amir 
Ziid was appointed Iraqi Minister at Ankara in 
January 1932- He was transferred to Cairo in ]9J4. 
owing 10 the scandal caused by the marriage of his 
sister lo Attfl Amin l^ v ,). bm lie refused to accept 
ibis appointnient. At the end Of l9?4 he wus engaged 
in litigation m Athens about properties Which he 
daimcii lo have inherited in Greece. He was 
appointed Iraqi Minister at Berlin in September 1935, 
In 1937 he was recalled for enquiries, mto allegations 
that he had used his position to give false ctrafkalx* 
for anus destined for Spain He survived the 
enquiry and returned to Berlin. He was withdrawn 
from Berlin in the spring of 1936 and remained in 
Iraq until the summer nf |9^9 when he went to lixc 
at Istanbul. 

In 1933 he had married a Turkish lady who had 
been divorced by her previous husband- This 
mesuiikt/icf was the main reason for his not being 
made Regent on the death of King FaiSat in 1939. 

He came to Bagdad in October 1941 to meet the 
Amir Abdullah who paid a state visit to Iraq in [hat 
year. In June IV4Z he returned to Turkey, which 
remained ho. home until he wus appointed the hM 
Iraqi Ambassador in London in 1946. 

In 1943, 1945. 1946 and 1949 he came lo Iraq to act 
as ftegeoi during ihe absences of the Amsr Abdul 
Ilah. 

The Amir Zsid is n frieiuEly and well-mannered 
man. He is a shrewd observer who Ukes a detached 
and cynical view af Iraqi and Arab pofiuc* Although 
he is lai} and dislikes fesport-Mhilily. he would 
probably hive made a more successful Regent than 
liis cousin Abdul ltah, He speaks English and 
Turkish in addition to Arabic. His wife has had some 
success, as an artist, having field exhibitions of her 
paintings in London and in Paris, but she is seldom 
seen in Iraq. 


4. Hutsvin Niuir 

A cousin of the King and of the Regent, with the 
stylc of " Highness,” 

He was educated in Istanbul during the 1914-16 
war. From 1935 lo iu3ft he wa-. attache*] to Uu 
Iraqi Legalion at Ankara and later held an appoim- 
incnt in ihe Royal Palace at Bagdad. Iraqi Consul tn 
Jerusalem Trorn i^46 lo 1948. 

He is married to a daughter of King Abdullah of 
Jordan, whose service be entered in 1948. 1 fe was 
appointed Jordan Minister at .Ankara in December 
194ft 

A good humoured, genial and friendly mart w‘itli- 
o-ut much ability or personality 


<Miner Pe n— i tt ies 

1. Ah lias Msiluli 

Sfiia. Ikvrn 169ft. Mmivtn of ! ducal ion 1932-33. 
Minister of Economics and Communications in 
Jamil Madfai's Cabincl in 1934. Director-General of 
Tapu 1934. Master of Ceremonies al the Palace 
]937 Minister of Economics and Communitarian* 
1937-35. in the Oubuiciv of Hikm.n Sulaiman and 
Jamil Madfai. Appointed Priadpal Private heerctary 
al the Ro\al Palace in Julv 1941, 

Minister at Tehran 1943 45 . Appointed lir4 Iraqi 
Minisicr in Moscow in 1945. Was made s«iatoi in 
1949, after hi* final return fioru Moscow , a post which 
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he nevcj Islstfii aqd from which he had often been 
absent 

Never a strong personally* be is not now prominent 
in public hie. 

2. Abdul Amir id I rri 

Bom 1899 at Kadhimaitt d the well-known Slna 
landowning family. Orotiicr of Abdul Karim al Uzri 
Ed u c a t ed Bagdad and United Slate*, D.Sc, 
Michigan Lnivcistty. Appointed engineer in 
Directorate-General of Irrigation 1929 and rose to 
Assistant Director-General in 1943. 

Minister of Communications and Works in Hamdi 
PfcetiachiN Cabinet of J944L Minister of Supply for a 
month in August 1944 and then returned to Com¬ 
munication* and Works. Appointed Director- 
Gcncral of Irrigation 194ft. 

He take* little part in politics. His ambitions 
seem to be centred in the Irrigation Depart mem, 
where he aspire* to conoemmtc all (he power tn his 
own hands. 

X Abdn| A/iz al Mlftnlli 

Sunni of J&fgdad. Born IS 1 *?. Speaks English. 
French and German. Entered Government sen ice 
soon after ihe occupation in 1917 and rose to be 
Mutasamf of Mosul in 19_>1. After being acquitted 
on a charge of misappropriation of public funds he 
joined the Iraqi Foreign Service and served in 
Tehran, Beirut and Paris, where he was appointed 
Counsellor in 1935. 

He was recalled to Bagdad in 1937 after being 
accused of illegal dealings in connexion with the 
Spanish civil war On his return he went into busi¬ 
ness in which he ha* had considerable success owing 
to his energy and astuteness 

Although no longer a political figure, he still ha.* 
influence in Government circle* which he use* to 
further his business interests He is married to a 
daughter of Saji al Suwetdi, 

4. vbdul \m Q&oab 

Sunni of Bagdad Entered Government service 
under the Naqibs Provisional Government in 192], 
Mutiisirrif of Kcrlv.iEa 1922, Muntnfik 1923. 
Director-General AdmiriStration in Ministry of 
Interior 1923; Mtttitfarrif nf Mosul 1924. 

Held ministerial appointments in severe] Govern¬ 
ments between 1928 and 1935. President of 
Chamber of Deputies 1947 and 1 448. 

Politically opposed to Nuri Pasbo and Saleh Jabr, 
he Is rrspecied but without much influence, 

5. Abdul Eat tali I In ah In i 

Sunni* horn Bagdad 1 '*96, Educated in Bagdad 
and at the American University of Beirut, where he 
was infected by communism. A teacher from 1934 
on wards, he was appointed inspector in the Ministry 
of Education m 1943 but resigned in 1945 when he 
was transferred to Basra as Director of Education. 
Since then he has been director of the Rabita Press, 
which publishes Leftist literature. 

Founder of the National Unity Party tHizb al 
Iliihad al Watam), be has always beer sympathetic to 
communism, and when he was a teacher he was often 
reported a* spreading communism among student*. 
Has name has nos. however, been connected with 
those tried ’.tree 1947 for underground Communist 
activity, 

6. Abdul Uadi Uhulabi 

Sihi.L of Kadlunuun, Rom Bagdad 1895, the son of 
a wealthy landowner. 

Deputy for Bagdad 1934 and unm in 1935 
Minister of Communication* and Works m the 
Cabinet of Sr shad »l I.'nuri 1^*46. 


En politics he supports Saleh Jabr and Nuri Said, 
but he is more interested in business. He is pnobabiy 
the largest coni broker in the country and many 
agricu ltura l t i t sue heavily indebted to him He made 
big profits from the export of barley at the inflated 
prices ruling in Greece and luiiy in 1447, and was 
attacked in the press for obtaining more than lus 
share °f e*pon licences through Saleh Jabr who wa.* 
then Prime Minister 

Jitoui and unattractive in appearance, lie is good 
company but speak* Arabic anti Persian onlv. His 
wife appeals in public, 

7* Abdul Uadi ji IHinhir 

Bagdad Shin, bom about 1900. whose wealth 
derives mainly from property in she iltv of Bagdad. 
Interested tn politico, but too rich to need so work, 
he twice entered Government sen cl..- and twice 
resigned tiller two or three years. He has often been 
a Deputy and has intermittently practised as a lawyer. 
A* Mulasiirnf of Hills from 1943 to 1944 he showed 
hnii.*df an experienced and honest but lazy 
administrator.. 

Her has 4 clear mind, but though by nature affable 
and moderate, he has in recent years been under the 
influence of his more energetic and fanatic younger 
brother Abdul Ra/zaq tq.v,>, 

He was Minister of Economies in. Tawfiq Suwaidi’s 
Cabinet ici 1946 and es .i belter opponent all Nuri .Said 
and Saleh Jabr. 

8, Dt, Abdul Uadi al Paehadit 

Sunrti. Born in 1894. Son of u former Rah, ik-lidivu 
of Bagdad and cousin or Muzahim al Pachachi l^-V-h 
Educated in Bagdad and Istanbul, he qualified, ns ;1 
doctor in France and entered Government service iu 
1933 as director iff the Isolation Hospital. 

He wns Minister of Social Affairs in A nfta d al 
1 man's Cabinet from June in November J94ft, was 
appointed Mayor of Bagdad in J94S, and Director* 
General in the Ministry of Serial Affairs lit 1949. 

Fat. genial and lazy, he does not play u prominent 
fkiri in politics He is married lo a White Russian 
wife and speaks fluent French and some English. 

% Abdul Mah Ihffiffh 

IU .i n about 1897 in MosuL Son of Mohammed All 
Fadhil who was for some time a Senator. Educated in 
Paris where he quaJiiicd as a dentist hut * 1*0 look .i 
degree in politico] science. 

Deputy (or Mosul in 1426 and again in 1:935, In 
1935 and again from 1938 tn 1440 he held foreign 
service appointments at Paris, Beirut and Bombay. 

In 143ft be was Director-General of Commerce and in 
194] Director-General of Revenue. 

Held a number of ministerial appointments from 
I9~i: onwards under Nuri Said, Arshad al I - man and 
.Saleh Jabr. Appointed first Governor of the National 
Bank in 1949. 

Fair and fat with 4 passion for growing roses* he 
«*■ friendly and co-operative, but not energetic. He 
speaks French and Ingliih 

in, VIhIu) Jablm a I 4 ht-tabi 

Bagdad Shin, boa about (406. Graduated in 
agriculture at the University of California and in 
education at Columbia Teachers' College, He served 
(irsi in the Ministry of Education, m which he became 
Director of Primary Education (and Acting 
t>irector-Generah an 1941 and <iucf Inspector in 
l c, 47 onwards under Nuri Said, Arshad at tJmari and 
k-r of Supply in Tawfiq Suwntdi's Cabinet, When 
this Cabinet resigned he was appointed Director- 
General of the Ministry of Communications and 
Works. He has also been a member of Iraqi delega¬ 
tions to the San Francisco and other conferences. 

He is a sincere nationalist but broad-minded and 
reasonable with a keen sense of humour, He is ton- 


yrnccd of ihe need of British assistance for Iraq, and 
i*. highly respected by his many British friend*, who 
can always rely on his co-operation, tine of Iraq's 
few honest and competent otliciats. be has no illusions 
about his countrymen and is subject to tits of 
depression. He speaks English very well. 

If, Ahdlfl Karim &\ Uzri 
kadhimain Slua, bom in 1908; brother of Abdul 
Amir al U/n rt/.i-.J, Educated in Bagdad and at the 
London School of Economics, he has, nvld a number 
of Government appointments. Secretary loLhe Minis¬ 
try ol Education. 1432. Assistant Secretary at the 
Royal Palace, 1434- Master of Ceremonies ai the 
Royal Palace. 1 lJ 36. Acting Director-General oF 
Revenues. 1937, Director of Commerce. I93S, 
Resigned 1438, Director-General of Economics from 
3439 Ul uil he resigned again in 1942 after being 
involved in a limndal scaistipl- 

Elected Deputy in 1443, and agaits m I95SA Etc is a 
member of the Bagdad Chamber of Commerce and 
of the Board of the National Bank, He joined the 
National Democratic Partj on its foundation tu 1946 
but resigned about u year laler. He lias a prolitabEe 
csEiite rie.sr Kadhimain and interests in a cement 
factory. He mimed imo ifcc large Rif.Fi family of 
Najaf. 

Minister of Einanc: under Lawliq al Suwetdi, 
February 1950. 

As a rtalionalisu he is highly critical of many 
aspects of British policy in Iraq; but he is western in 
outlook, rcafises the value for Iraq of the British 
connexion, and is friendly and co-operative. He 
sprats English well. 

12. Abdul Mahili tSaisidl 

Shu frvmi the lower Ghsrraf tMuntaftkl, Born 
about 1894 of an influential family and owns a large 
estate. 

Deputy tn the Turkish Parliament and in most Iraqi 
Parliaments from 1927 onwards. He wax a supporter 
of the late Vasin Pasha a I Hasiiemi. 

Minister of Education under Rashid All in 1933 , 
Minister of Economics in the Government; of Taha 
al Hnshjmi and Nuri Said in 1941 and of Communica¬ 
tions and Work! under Nuri in l ,J 42. Senator from 
1441. Again Minister of Ciimmuideations i.nd 
Works under r&wttq al Suweidl in 1950. He now 
strongly supports Saleh Jabr and ri the main instru¬ 
ment of the latter's influence in the Mmuaiik, 

A strong nationalist and fervenl Shia. be is unedu¬ 
cated and xenophobic. He speaks no European 
language. 

13, Abdul Majid AlUmJ 

Bagdad Shin, born in 1848, who graduated in law 
in Bagdad, practised as a lawyer foi some time and 
j* a founder mejuber of (Eie Iraqi Jbir Assoeiiitiou, 
Jcnned the Ministry for Foreign Affairs iu 19,32 and 
served in Ktiorramshuhr. Tehran ,md Tabriz 1 mt. 1 l 
1938, when he returned to the Ministry. Acting 
Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
trom 1441 to 1944, Minister or Soda! AfTairt 1944— 
46 in Hamdi id Podhaebi's Cabinet. Appointed 
Musa sum f Kerbida in 1948 and Administrative 
Inspector an 1949. 

He epeaks English fairly well, and hat been 
eou-sAtentiy pro 'British, but he has little influcsicc in 
political circles. 

He was appointed Honorary CB*E- for war 
servicwi in 194(i. 

t 4 . Vtidmi Qadir (idl;lni 

Born its Bagdad in I9tw of the family of the Naqibh 
of Bagdad. Elder brother of Yusuf Gnilnm (y.i > 
Educated at Bagdad and studied a- she London 
School of Economies Entered the Foreign Service 
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142ft. and served in London and Cairo, where he was 
in'charge of lJil- Legation s-seral times between 
1434 and 194 J. Masier of Cere monies at ihe Royal 
Palace, 394 i. He ws> closely associated wnh ihe 
rebel Government ol Rashid Ah and alter ats 
collapse svas tmerned in Rhodeda and later m Iraq. 
Released 14+4. Reappointed to Foreign Service and 
sent j-- Charge d Alia ires lo Karachi. 1948. Frans- 
fehred to Cairo. i 94 ?, bttLwas not appointed Minkter 
IhaiLiisj tit* By gent distrusts him lor ihe part lie 
played in 144L 

He tries hard to be pleasant and has done his best 
to live down the pu*i Both he and his Lgyptun wile 

speak £ood English. 

1& Abdul Oadir al Rashid 
Bagdad Srauti. related to ihe GaiUroi family, 
Born 3H94- Speakv Enciish well. 

Secretary to tine Council of Ministers 1^24 - 32 . 
Minister tor Foreign Affairs in Naji Stmwkafs 
Cabinet 3 932-33, An Assistant Manager am) Ustisom 
Officer in the Ratidum Oil Campanv since October 
1933, 

A quiet, efficient, but lazy man. he is married to a 
voluble htit accomplished Turkish lady who is vice- 
principal of the Queen Aliya Girts 1 College 

16- Abdul Razzni| al IJJuiEiir 

Shia of Bagdad. Bora abvnn Etiril, Younger 
brother of Aodul Hadt Dhahir Cqr.i 1 . He rias 
travelled in Europe and speaks Enciish fairly w-ell. 
tu 1142 he was attacked by a nervous disease which 
affected hiv brain, and he ^pertt some time in a men¬ 
tal home in Beirut. Joined the IstiqFal Party when it 
was lourtded tn 1446, bin soon left it to join thr lute 
Sa'ad Salehs Liberal Party, of which lie continued to 
be ,1 member until Sard's death L-arb in i 949 , 
-Deputy for Bagdad since 1448 and has been on Iraqi 
del rgut ions to several mter-Pariia mcnlary conferences. 
M nir-t:r of EcunonuL - m VI 1 J.iudjM's Govermnestl of 
December 1944 

Abdul Razzaq and hm brother arc weli olf, liavtsig 
property in Bagdad and lands tn Abu Ghuraib. He is 
a self-opinionated man with ;l wide range of super¬ 
ficial knowledge. A poliiicjl opponent of Nuri P.isha. 
He has published n hook damning tribal feudalism in 
Iraq nn.i three volumes of essays Inveighing auainss 
British imperialism. Like many other opporiL-iiLs of 
British policy in fraq, he is an admirer of Britain at 
home. 

17* Abdul Kuuuq al L /ri 

tihia born Bagdad about 189(1 of the same family 
ns Yrv'lti 1 Armr and Abdul kanm a! C/ri 
Lawyer. First became Deputy in 1932 and after¬ 
wards served as Mutasarrjf m Keribnk und Dijala. 

Minister of Social Affairs under Nuri Sii id 1942 
43. Mutnvarrif Hitla 1944, Bagdad 3945, Director- 
General of Tape I94h. MutaSiUTif Baedad 1948 - 49 , 
Administrative lnspectar Deteniber 1949, Deputy 
395fl. 

An ineffective iv.ih t he only became Minister 
because UO Other eligible Shi a could be found, 

ES. Abdul Hah hah Mahmud 

Sunni of Basra, Burn in l^w, Educated Basra 
.mil Bagdad, where he graduated in lav. in ! Q 32. As 
a young man he held advanced Leftist opinions, 
Artesied by Jamil VladfaEs Goverriment in 1938 for 
a (Tempting to rai-c the Diwaniva tribes against them, 
Released by Nuri Pasha after the miKiarv demonstra¬ 
tion whiefi removed the Mitdfai GovernmenT 
Deputy to 1947. Minister of Fmmtec in 

Snwaidi Cabinet of 194ft Member of the 3 ifozral 
F.im from 1 •*-4ri to when the p.irtv vuspended 
activity. 
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19. \hdtri Wanhab Murjan 

Born aoout 1 9JO of o rich Shu landowning family 
of H i lb. titWMed al uic BjgJad Law CosiegC, i.e 
wa> apj>)in[f.ui a jud^: about 3 435 hut soon resigned 
to practise as a lawyer. 

In l94fi and l$47 hr was leader in Hilbi of Kamil 
t Vi.sa.,in-. National Democmk Par:'-, (mi rcsigitod 
in J94/ owing to hi* exclusion from the party's 
Higher Committee and to his bang taken up by 
Saleh Jabr, who veeured his election to the Chamber 
of Deputies in March 1947. 

He was again elected Deputv for Hilla in the 194# 
elections and was appointed Minister of Economics 
in June l^-JA in Murahint Pfiehaghi's Government 
Resigned on his election as President of the Cham¬ 
ber o. Deputies in autumn 1443. which post he still 
holds. Elected viee-Presidcnt or Nun Sard's 
Constitutional Union Party in December L949. 

He is not very intelligent. and owe* mo*t oi his 
influence origmalh to Saleh Jabt's and recently to 
Sun Sa'sd s ^u^pert. lie has recently fallen foul of 
SjEeh iar-r on tw a personal issues. He does not speak 
English 

20. Ahdul Wat.Ed li 1 Haj sikltar, Shcifch 

Ikiru aknn 1890, Chief of the Fellah tribe of the 
Mishkhah in Dtwanivitb liwa, Worked with Rashid 
AU (q overthrow All Jawdat’s Government, 1935. 
Deputy. 1937 Imprisoned by Hikmci Solaimaifa 
Government tor fv running tribal disturbance. 1937. 
Deputy, 1939, Supported Rashid Alt's rebel Govern - 
meiit, 1943. [iii:rneJ E9-ii to 1944 and in residence 
force until L C1 45 

Abdul Wahid's interest in puli tics -sprang from his 
desire in increase his local wealth aitd importance 
through poUticjj influence in Bagdad, The com- 

E ulsory economy of his exile left him the richest tribal 
:ider in the Middle Euphrates and his influence is. 
.till greater than that of any other Chief of the FeLlah. 
Since his in tern mem he bis not taken any part in 
Bagdad politics, 

21, Abdullah al Ua:ulu,i 

Sunni, bom in Movui in JH9J. ami formerly called 
Abdullah Sad Fffertji. Studied medicine in 
Constantinople and seized in the Turkish army, but 
transferred hi 2 * allegiance- to Ibr Saud when the latter 
occupied Hasa in |9| J. 

As I bn Sand's Minister for Foreign Affairs in 1927 
he dgn; i h; t ]jif Protocol, and tn 192b 1 ivA part 
in the negOI unions in London which led Co the Treaty 
of Jedrt.i m 1927. Hi.s influence with Ibn Saui after¬ 
wards waned and in 1928, after the failure .vf iht 
Medina Railway Confer;nee at Haifa, at which lie 
was I bn S^udA representative, he posted his resigna- 
lion to Ibn Sand and fame to Bagdad instead of 
returning to the KejfiZ. 

In Iraq he ha* been thrice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs fin 1930 31, 1934 and 1942>. thrice Director- 
General of Health 11932 33. 1914-35 an d 1941-42), 
and Musicr of Ceremonies at the Palace in 1937 38. 

From 1942 onwards, lie devoted himself mainly to 
busrnev He was a member of the Iraqi delegation to 
the United Nations m CM? and m j > elected Deputy 
for Mosul in the 194S elections. 

He was aopoinud Iraqi \m hi ski dor in Tehran in 
February 1950, 

He speaks English well, 

22 , Ybffullnh Qtftwab 

Suttin of Bagdad Bom 19*1, the son of ,m "Alim. 
Abbas Amin a) Fclwa Nephew of Abdul Ah/. 
0;tNMb:.yi i Fduoited Bagdad, graduated from the 
Law College. I 928, and entered Government Service. 
Q.miiiqam Samarra 1936, Director <4 Tribal Affair*, 
Ministry «if Interior. 1938 STutirorrif of Dtwanpya. 
|94t. Meant. I9J-3. Director-General of the Pile 
Mhuopa'ly, I *>47 


Minister of interior under Nun Pasha, 1943 and 
again under Arshad il Umari in 1946. 

A fairly capable administrator without marked 
political leanings. 


2.3, Wlmail ,tl Ajil 

Sunni Sheikh os the Muninur Jarba tribe. Younger 
brother i>f Sfuq al Aid Oy.vj, he was born about 1973 
and educaicd ai V'itnoria College, Alcaaitdru and in 
Mosul and Bagdad. 

He went to London with his father Ajil in 1937 to 
attend the coronation of Ha«- Majesty King George 
VI After Aid ■■ death in I940 1 Ahmad set about 
undermining Sfuq"s position in the iribe, disputed the 
inheritance with him. and in 1944 was susipexted of 
isjiny involved in uu attanpt to poison him with 
lucu.d bait, 

He became Deputy for Mosul in 1448 and in 
October of Elicit year he Was recognised by the 
Government ,is pan mount Sheik of the ShamnW in 
Iraq instead of Mish'un a I Faisal who had replaced 
Sfuq the previous June. He is now more popular than 
hb rival* with the tribe, but constant intrigue amongst 
themselves has reduced the influence of al! Shanmiar 
Skeikhv 

Flashy, engaging and plaustbk:. Ahmad i> one of 
the very few English -speaking uibcs&ien- 

24. AhmadU Sheikh of lt;ir/nn 

Kurdish chicftam of Burra it, at the foot of the 
Otia-i-Shirin. Elder brother of Mutla Mustafa (tf.w). 

The Military Government established friendly rela¬ 
tions wiih him in 1919 but did not overdue adminis¬ 
trative control in his urea. In 1920 he was implicated 
in She murder of two British official*, and in 1922 he 
harboured Turkish agents and unsuccessfully 
attacked Amadia. On, both occasions troop's 
dotroyed his Bartan hcadquarteis. Vie nude peace 
with the authorities in 1923 and wj> perniEiied to 
remain in Barzan 

After a successful private war against a neigh- 
bituring B.iradgst chieftain in 193 L he wa* defeated 
b- friqi Govcrnmem troops, assisted by the Royal 
Air Force, and driven ucrtw* ihc Turkish frontier in 
1932. The lurks first interned him and tiis brothers 
but surrendered him to ihe Iraqi Government in 19.33 
on condition that his life be spred. He lived in 
forced residence in Mogul, HUH and Bagdad until 
|935. when he was gtttftltted to move to Sulaimaruya. 

When his hmtlw Mullit Mustafa escaped from 
hulaimaniya in 1943, Sheikh Ahmad was again 
removed to Hi I'a. hui was allowed CO return to Bar/an 
when ;n Httlcmflir wjs mude with Mulb Mustafa in 
1994, Although at (his time he was overshadowed 
politically by M 11 II .1 Mustafa, his religious Influence 
was so strong that Mu I la Mustafa dared not oppose 
him openly, He became unbulsiEiccd. liquidated a 
numhei of Mullahs in the name of his own home¬ 
made religion, and linalty orderetl his men to attack 
the local Government headquarters in July 1945, 

After full-scale operations, which were aided by 
lavish bribery , Iraqi forces defeated the Sairatib. and 
Sheikh Ahmad and Mulla Mustafa fled to Persia* 
where they were well received by ihe Russian 
authorities. 

Sheikh Ahmad returned tn Iraq In the spring of 
1947 and surrendered wills a numher of his followers. 
He was sentenced to death, but in December 1 049 the 
sentence was commuted to one of life imprison men t, 
He is in Basra can]. 


25 Vtoik-rfl Mukhfar Kdun 

Bom about 1895 Sunni frnfli near Khamqin FF.’ 
is not u true Baban but takes the name from a 
mamape connexion with the Hie Jamil Bey Bahan 
of Kifri. IMuiUh 1 Bagdad Lam' School :«nd served ;m 
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a judge for nut sty years. Director-General of Supplies, 
3942. Successively Minister of Social Allairs, fom- 
munjeatious and W'ork-, and Justice under Nun Sa'id. 
1942-44. Minister of Justice under H&nidi Puchnchi 
1 944 , Minister ot Social Affairs. 1 •Jar- Head oE ihe 
Royal lJinan, 1946 

He has ccsnciderable influence over th; Regent and 
fits advice is uoi always, good. His personal nior.Ll> 
arc qucslitmaWr. He ;.pcuk> no Fng;iisb. 

lit. Ahmad al Rawi, K.B + F r , 

Bom about E896, the sort of a Hcigd.id Sunni Alim. 
Brother of Najib al Ruwc b/.'i . 1 . Became a txjlice 
officer soon after the formation of the Iraq Govern¬ 
ment and after reaching the rank of Commandant, 
served in icvcml Iiwas as a mtiiautrrif In h J .'-9 Ke 
was made nu administrative inspector and soon after¬ 
wards was placed on. pension. 

After the collapse of Rashid All's rebel Govern¬ 
ment in J94J he was recalled by Jamil Madfai and 
made Director-General of Police He held this pust- 
rion successfully for four years of war and eo- 
operated whole-heartedly with the British Forces, 
He was appointed Honorary K.R.F for his war 
services in E946, 

Creaies! Pasha by Amir Abdullah of TranSjord*n in 
1943, he was appoinicd Iraqi Minister to Syria and the 
Lebanon in 1945 and to the King of Transjordan in 
1949 He returned to lrai[ the same year to take up 
ihe post, first of Director-General, and iatcr (1949) 
tvf_ Endcr-Secretary, in the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairfn this capacity he rjprcsentcd haq at 
Hcytfal meetings of the Arab L.-ague Political Com¬ 
mittee in 194S and was a member of the Iraqi delega¬ 
tion to the L'nited Nationv in the latter half of 1949. 

A supporter of Iraq a British connexion, Ahmad 
Pash .1 is an intelligent and pleasant man More poli- 
tierm lhan administrator, he is generally well- 
informed hut docs not carry the weight that his 
position and connexion would lead one to expect. He 
used to aspire to cabinet rank, but now .seems satisfied 
with his present post, in which he can indulge his 
liking for lravel and talk. He speak* English well. 

27, AFimad Zakt al hhayvat 

Bagdad Shia, born ISIJ6, Educated at the Bagdad 
Law College, he held several poMs as Consul-GcrbcraJ. 
OiimmiqoJti, Mutasirrif and Land Settlement 
Office.' Director-General Posts and Telegraphs 14 47 
to 1941. when he was dismissed from Ids. pcwi a* a 
supporter of Rashid All. 

Appointed Director-General of Pres* and Propa¬ 
ganda in 1944 and co-operated well with the EJriiis.h, 
Appointed Iraqi Consul-General in Jerusalem in 
1945 but resigned on his transfer to Jedda in 194fi. 
Elected Deputy m 1947 but not returned in the 1943 
elections. 

Now j lawyer, he has to interesl in the tympany 
which holds the Rootes agency in Iraq. 

I ft, Akrant Wu-hiaq 

Stumi, Nirn Bagdad 1903, Brother iii 1 jS ib 
Mushtmi (y.i'j. Gazetted officer n the Iraqi army, 
1927, Passed CranwcH find appointed to the Royal 
Iraqi Air Force, 1930. Captain, W32. Major. 3937- 
Ljcutaiani Colond. 1938; Commander of the Royal 
Iraqi Air Force 1937 to 1939, Relieved of his com¬ 
mand ami commission and appointed Direclor- 
General of Civil Aviation in 19.39, He still holds this 
post Member of the Iraqi delegation to the Inter- 
national Civil Aviation Conference fit Chicaco tn 
1944. 

He is an intelligent and likeable man and speaks 
English well, but he Is an irulitFcrcnt idnunistrator 
and has little influence. He took an active part m 
Bckr SiJqiN c&ttp iTSttit nf I93f» and some people still 
hold this against him. A drug-laker, he iricJ. to 


eohtmit suicide in I 1 j: J was .dierwdres sent to 
Europe to be cured. 

29, Ali HaitUr Siikutiiiui 

Born at Rowandu? I9ti5 of a well-known Kurdish 
family. Eduatied at Mosul and the A men cun L m- 
versity, Beirut. He repre^miftl his university at tlv 
I92« meeting of Esc Intefoational Siudeiits Lnion at 
Geneva. 

Lcciurer mi Modern History at the Higher Teacher* 1 
1 raining C'Evllege. 1930, Transferred to Ministry of 
Inttffior. I9J3L Transferred to the Iraqi Foreign 
Service ami served ai Rome and Cairo between l l >j7 
and 1939. He wa* imcmed after 1941 a^ a 
sympaihiser wiih Rashid Ali the is a brother-in-Jaw of 
Vuttis Sab'uwi who was hanged for his pan in the 
rebellion?, Released m 1944 he became a partner of 
Ali KemuJ in the New Bagdad scheme. In 1949 he 
was associated in business with Abdul Nadi ChdaoL 

Deputy lor Ri’wandu^ |94S, Ressgncd I93ti. 
Minisrer oi StsciaJ Affairs under Muzalmit Pacliachi. 
194S, Minister of Communication* and Works under 
A|i Jawdal. !949-5b 

He supporLs Muzahiiu Pwehaehi and is opposed to 
b'uri pjtsiui A * lice re an-. I inldligsnl nationalist with 
modern ec reformist view-,, hpeafc^ good English. His 
whfe appears m pLiblic, but does not know English. 

3tl. Ali Jawdai al Avyuhi 

Sunni of humble Mosul origin,, born iSWb, Edu¬ 
cated at Istanbul and commissioned in the Turkish 
army. In Turkish times he wo.-* a member of Lii? 
■Mab N j. tic sifi.i ]!■- l vnetei;, Ai Ahd a I Ir^or Hi? fought 
against the British at Shumhah but surrendered soon 
afterward* and was employed in 1915 to encourage 
Arab officer prisoners to join Lhe Arab R-.-uilt Laier 
he joined Faisal. uij-J in 3 92(1 was, I-.ms.lI\ NAililurv 
Governor at Aleppo. 

He returned to Iraq with King Faisal m 1921 ami 
from Hen until 1923 he held various posts in the 
provincial administration, En 1922 he took an active 
pan in agitation ugaits*! tlto Mandate 

V- Minister lor Inferior under Jo‘Ear al Askan 
H u 23 -24 i he vmod for the yVigtoIraqi Treaty of 
1922, He was again a provincial Governor and later 
worked in the Ministry of Interior between 1924 and 
|93o. when he became Minister of Interior under 
Nun S.i'kl. He resigned from the Cabinet in 
September I9.3il and also (in company with Vasin a I 
Hash ini 1 and Rashi d Ali) from the Chamber of 
Deputies in protest against the Ando-Iraqi Trentv of 
l9.\t). 

Private Secreturv 10 the king 1933: Prime Minister 
1934. he was forced to resign by an mutation against 
him throughout the country (uganised iw Vasin .il 
Ha shim 1 nrht Rashid .Ali 

President of thf Chamber of Deputies. 1935 . ] T yqi 
Minister in London. August 1935. Paris, December 
1936-Odobir 1937. Minister for Foreign Affairs 
under Nnri Sa'id 1934 

After the Rashid Ali tv >ur> d'tiiat in April 1941 he 
joined the Regem at Basra and accompanied him to 
Jerusalem. After the collapse of the rebellion he 
returned to Bagdad and bseaiiK - Minister for Foreign 
Affairs under Jannl VUdfai in June I9-||, 

Iraqi Minister at Washington 1942-48, He joined 
Muzahim PfichachtV Government in the reshuffle of 
Septeniher I94S as Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
in December 1949 he succeeded, afrei [wo failures, in 
forming a Cabinet which resigned in February 1950. 

He has always been a wnk and vacillating, charac¬ 
ter of small imdltgence and he is now 1 semi-invalid, 
He i*. however, well meaning and fricndlv. and he is 
respected for his nat Iona list past He ha* become rich 
through acquiring Government land. His wife i* a 
Syrian who ■.pL-jks good Envlish and his elder son i* 
married to an American. He himself speaks some 
English, 











31, Ab Kbaud al Hcjari 

Sunni, com j bo at US93 m Damascus. After 
sermg m the Ottoman army he became an officer in 
the Kurdish gendarmerie he the end. of the first wonO 
war jjllI was j warded the B L M. and the MjC, for 
gallantry during campaigns in Kurdistan. 

Appointed inspector of Police. 1921: Assi sunt 
Co mma ndant erf Police, 1923; Commandant of Polite 
in [he Mobile Force, 1935; Commandant of Police 
Sutairnaniya, 1937. He was Commandant ol Police 
BagsUj iiorti atter me Rajhid An rebellion in E941 
until 1946 and did good work to stop looting after 
May 1943. 

In 1946 he was .sppeiriled Honorary C-B.E, for war 
s<rrvicev 

.VILLC.fc‘-acTif of SulaiEnarnya 1947-48. he was One of 
the very few Arab officiate to 'peak fluent Kurdish, 
Appointed Director-General of Police ml May 194S. 
he drd much to restore the police morale winch had 
been shaken as a result of the disturbances of 
January 394$. A heavy drinker and a puor admim*- 
tnior. but tough untl strict in discipline, he set about 
re-equipping me police, especially the mobile forces. 
He ivas loy al to the Regent and the British connexion. 

Unfortunately he was extremely corrupt, and 
during H'U-io his ambition grew. He alienated Saleh 
Jubr fi/.v.l and mistakenly believed that the Regents 
favour would suffice in all circurostirnccs VH hen in 
February 1950 Saleh Libr became MMster of Interior 
he prevailed on the Regent and I he Prime Minister to 
move All Khalid to a non hem MutavarrifiyuL and 
dur.ng the night of LUh-t2th February Ali, in 
drunken resentment, made an abortive attempt Co use 
his mobile forces against (he Government. wav 
arrested and later condemned to life imprisonment. 
The Court of Cassation sent ihc cave back to the 
J.nwer Court with direction 1 , which resulted in a 
change of the indictment and a .sentence of H years 
imprisonment. 

A courageous hut .stupid man who was more than 
norma Ely corrupted by power, his Lhwghts may have 
been turned to the use of force by (he example id the 
three successful Syrian coups d'etat of 1949. 

31. Ml Mahmud Shrikli Ali 

Sunni, connected with the \ baid tribe, Bom 
Bagdad. 1902. Educated at (he Bagdad Law College, 
he practised as & lawyer from 1923 to 193h An 
cureme KatfcJHrialivL lie wav arrested Nrfh in 3924 and 
1930 for violent agitation against Anglo-Iraqi treaties 
He wjv twice elected Deputy. 

Appointed judge in the Court of Appeal in 1936 
and Minister of justice under Hikmnt SuLiman in 
1937. Vtuiasarnf of Basra, 1939. Diiector-Cicrteral of 
Customs, 1940 Again Minister of Justice in Rashid 
■Mi's rebel Cabinet, he tied to Persia after Rashid 
Airs collapse bui was teter surrendered to the British 
military authorities and interned in Southern 
Rhodesia. Sent hack to Iraq, tried and sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment in 3442, 

Released in 1 949, he now practises us a lawyer 
again. It wan proposed hv Tawfik Suwcidi to appoint 
him Eo the Court of Cassation in 1950. and his 
influence appeal* to be reviving. 

33. All Mumtu 

Born 1901 Sunni of the Dsftari family of Bagdad- 
Educated at Bagdad Law College si ml entered 
Government service itt 1920. Rose to be Director* 
General of Revenues hi 1935. but had to leave Iraq 
after Bekr Sidqris roup rf'ftm which overthrew the 
Government or Veisin al Hrivheim in Re- 

,i-| Dirr.i'W-Cpeneralof Revenue-, by Nuri 5a‘id 
in 1939. . . t 

Minister of Finance under Taha al Hashemi. 1941. 
Director of Rafiduin Bank 1941 Again Minister of 
Finance under Mufi 5aId in |9Jl and 1943, Minister 
.if Communications and Works under Taw fSq Suweidi 


jei 1946. Minister of Finance under Mu/ahum 
Pachacht in 1946 mid under Ah Jawdaf, December 
iv49 u> February i950. 

He was a member of the Liberal Buriy lornied in 
194b. bui rtsigncd in 1 948, He is opposed to Saleh 
Jabr and generally to Nuri Pasha, He givers an 
impression of sincerity and ability, bur when in power 
docs not get very much done, and finds difficulty 
in co-operating with hi.s Cabinet colleagues. He Jias 
heai involved m at least one financial scandal 

He iv nurried lu a da Lighter of Yasm at Hashemi 
and speaks good English. 

34, Ab al Sli.uqi 

hhia from Nujaf. Burn about IS9U, Originally a 
MuIJn in and later Qudhi in Basra and etee- 

wherc, he finally became Head of the Supreme 
Ja atari Court. He was made a Senator In 1947 
during Saleh Jabr\ term of office. Minister without 
Portfolio in Aii Jawdat s Govermnem of December 
1949. 

Ml- is of no polihcal importance. 

.35. Alwun Hussein, C.B.k. 

Sunm of Ifogdad. Bom 3 649. Educated at the 
English Protestant School. Bagdad* 

He joined the Civil Police in 1917 and did good 
work during the rebellion in 1920. Assistant Commis- 
.sinner of Police. Mosul, in 1920. Commissioner of 
Police Central Criminal Investigation Department 
1924 He went to England in 1900 and attended a 
Senior Officers' Course at Scotland Yard. He (hen 
gradually took over the C.I.U. from the British D.IG, 
Removed by Vasin a I Hashemi, he returned to the 
C I D in 19.(9 when Nuri Sa’id became Prime Minis¬ 
ter. fransferred to the provinces by Rashid Ala. he 
again returned to chc C.LD. after the collapse of 
Rashid Ali'x Government in )94L Director-Genera] 
of Police, 1946 He wav attacked hy the Opposition 
for the alleged undue severity of police action against 
the demonstrators during the riots against the 
Portsmouth Trcaty in January 394S. He lost his nerve 
under these attacks ami suffered a minor nervous 
breakdown Appointed Commandant of the Police 
Training School. May 1943. and transferred to be 
IVircctor-Oeoerjil of Prisons in December 194R. 

V pletisanu friendly and competent o 1 Tiu.i:sl without 
much persomility- He speaks .muni English. He was 
appointed Houoran C-B.E, for war services in 1946. 

Aishud al I Rttri, KJkE. 

Sunni, burn in 1 S 88 of the well-known Umari 
family of Mnsul. Educated in Turkey and employed 
as Municipal Engineer in Istanbul He served on the 
Turkish sulT in 1914-18 war. 

A member of the first Iraqi Parliament, he Liter 
held scleral official appointments. Mayor of Bagdad 
from 3931 to 1903, and again from 1^36 to 1944, with 
a short interruption in 1941 when lie formed a Com¬ 
mittee of Internal Security to conclude ;m armistice 
with llie British forces after Rashid Ali's flight He 
was a successful Mayor and cun cluinn credit fur much 
of such modernisation as Ikgdati has achieved, 

H,j represented Iraq at the Arab l 'nicy Congress in 
Cairo in PMJ which resulted in the formatiim of the 
Arab League and in 1945 he led the Iraqi delegation 
to SsiTii Fnifidseo. Minister of Ec<>ttomics and tnnt- 
ittunicathins under Ali Jawdat in 1^34 Minister of 
.Stipplv under Ihnudi Pavhaehi m 1944, He was 
Prime’ Minister rroni June lu November 194(i. and 
Aroused great opposition by his dictatorial methods. 
He nlavetl some part itt the political intrigues whkh 
resulted in the rejection of ihe Portsmouth Treaty and 
wiiv Minister of Defence in the Government of 
Mohammed al Sadr which took over after the 
Portvmnuth riots, 

He is president of the Irani Red L re-scent Soetety 
and has done a good deal to improve their finance*. 
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His daughter, Mmc, Mumtaz aJ Lmari is a leading 
figure in die Ladies' Committee of this society. 

Hi is generaLiy opposed it) Nun .NutL but is Liked 
by tlic Regent. He has. art attractive personality and 
a capacity for Ji;srd work which is rare in an Iraq:, 
hut nis rapid changes of opinion, his obstinacy and 
impatience of criticism make him unfit for polities 
arid lie shows signs of realising this, lie speaks Turk¬ 
ish and sortie very bad hretidi. He was appointed 
Honorary K 14,b, for wat services in L94o, 

37, Aiioj ul Naqih, buy id 

Bum Bagdad 1 1?79l the fourth son of Say id Abdul 
Rahman and toungei brother of Say id Mahmud. 
Appointed Naqib on the latter's death in 1936- A 
Conventional -Sunni \lim, he takes no part in 
politics but appears as a figurehead on important 
Islamic occasions, 

-94, Atu Auiln 

Sunni of Bagdad, hunt 1896. Educated at the 
Bagdad Law School. 

\-i-isEant Private Secretary to King FateaL 1921, 
Joined ihe baqi Foreign Service irM925 and was 
upp^kraitc l to the Iraqi Legation in London. Ltrie^l 
clniTt-sEiiun in Lite Mmistrv ttf Justice. 1927. Kvturned 
Eo the Foreign Service in 1928 and held appointment:* 
-u Ankara, London. Rome, Paris aiiJ Ik’-riiu between 
19J2 and 1945. From 1940 lo 3943 he was m charge 
of the Iraqi Legation in London, Director-General m 
the Mmisiry for Foreign Affairs, 1 943; Minister at 
Ankara. l l U4. transferred m Petris, 1949. 

He is married to a sister of the Amir Zaitl. He 
speaks gtx>iE English. 

■39. Alii Shvhl { \hriul Aziz bin Sherri bin Vbtful 

Sunni, bom about 1900 in Aoah. He begun his 
career as a teacher but Eater atEendcd tile Bagdad Law 
College and graduated in 1933, At fir.vt a" judge in 
Basra and Nasiriya, he was elected Deputy during 
Ra.kr Sidqi regime. He then, practised as a Lawyer 
tti Basra until 1941. when Sic w‘as again appointed 
judge. He resigned his judgeship at ibe end of 1^44 
to become an advocate and pultiicinn. 

His 3 eft-wing tendencies had been known for some 
time, and during ibe war vears he spread ami-Na/i 
propaganda with a pro-Russian and! anii-llriioli base 
Working at first with Kaiml Ghadirehi Er^v.i. he later 
tried to form a more cstrertie society but was refund, 
permisssion, largely because his associates were .sus¬ 
pect, Many of these were employed in underground 
Communist activities and in the publication of secret 
Communist liierjiurc. 

Jn E945 ho lirsi published i! Wman. a Left-wing 
magazine, andjn l94iS he was allowed to form the 
^h.i : ,b party w ith himself as first president The party 
was closed in 1947 and A/rS fled to Syria. Returning 
to Iraq early in 194 ft. he was involve-,! with the 
" Haqtqu " Conuuunist Group which split [rom tliv 
Iraqi CommuntsE Party . 

Tn late 1948 aeiion was tuken against some of his 
associates and he fled. A warrani was issued for his 
arrest and his paper Al WnUm was closed in March 
1949. He is sun absconding from the police and his 
present whereabouts arc not known. 

49, Italui \f£ Sbdkti Muhnni:l 
Kurd. Bom abouc 193 7, second son of the well- 
kmiwfn Sheikh Mahmud (fl.v.k He spent much of his 
childhood in Persia, when his father w,i> engaged in 
various rebellions. Educated al the espense of the 
L-iqi Governutcm .u Victoria OHltcg■-.-. Ale\;uv,Eri.i. 
■md Inter in the l T nited States 
He was appointed to a PiirtOr post in the railway 
'll 3938, but soon reified His outspoken criticism of 
41016 


Iraqi ad.mims.iration. in Kurdish areas led to hs.> arrest 
and e.vile for a lew months in 1443, A repetition oa 
the offence in 1945 narrowly missed having the same 
result. He is still a strong critic of the Iraq Govern- 
ntaiEs JiandJing of Kurdish problems. 

Mmiatei of Economics under Arshad a I Umari m 
1 94b and in the succeeding Government of Nun 
Pa^u. Deputy for Sulaimamya. 1947: lost his scat in 
194S. 

[iiibu Ali speaks excellent Lnglisli and an 

attractive, though not very forceful, personality. He 
is interested in the improvement of agriculture in 
Kurdistan and pariicuiarLy in [lie growing and market¬ 
ing of Eohaoco. Since ] l) js | ]C has. spent mmi i>i ate 
time in Sulainmniiya and has apparently withdrawn 
from p-.rfnccH for the time being. He visited America 
in 1950. 

41. Babclu- Agfia i Selim 

_ A powerful Kurdish chief {recognised by the Iraqi 
Government as paramount? of ihc Pizhder tribe of 
OaTa Di/.a u:i the Lesser Zab north of Sulaimamya, 
Now an old sniin, he has always been friendEj in nis 
dealings with the Government, whether British or 
Iraqi, and he behaved well when Government 
adminLsiration was esiablinhcd in the Pi^hdcr area 
in 1938. 

In 1941 he was preparing to revolt agamrrf Rashid 
All's regime, and he has since often affirmed his 
loyalty to Ehc British cotuiexiom. In 1947 hs was 
operated on in ihe Iraq Petroleum Company hosprtui 
al Kirkuk and has since led a quiet life. 

His rival for influence in the PlKltder te Mahmud 
Agha Ha i n Rasul 

42. HaIiu ud bin Nuri 

Kurd, bom in Bagdad aljout J897 of an Efbil 
family. His father was a well-known ‘Alim, Edu¬ 
cated in Bagdad, he joined the Turkteli army in E9t^ 
and the Iraqi army in 1921, 

In 1924 he was Elrst-Licuicnant Small Arms 
Instructor and in 1927 he was promoted Captain. 
Passed Iraqi Staff College, ! 93 t) ; attended Stall 
College Camber Icy, [935 3fi. On hiv return to lra,,| 
he was deeply involved in fk-kr Sid q is coup d am 
and thereafter appointed to Operations Branch. 
Dismissed from the army bv Tab a nl Hashimi in 
1938, he became Assistant Trallfe Director on the 
Iraqi State Railways. 

Tn autumn 1941 he rejoined the army as Major- 
General and was appointed Assistant C.G.S., hut was 
retired again in 3944. He w^s Acting Vluiarqirril of 
SuLnmanivii tn 1944 and w»s elected Dqxtty for 
Sul .limn my a in 1947 and l^4S. Minister of Social 
Affairs under Murt Said during 1949. 

t>nc of 3ha most capable StalT OlHc«S in the Iraqi 
amly, he suffered twice for his connexion ivilh Bekr 
Sidqi. He is .in intelligent man and n fairly good 
administrator, but in spite of a frank and engaging 
demeanour he h not entirely honest or reliable ‘ He 
is a Frcertuison and a eemnnoteseur of mystic poetry, 
but he is also .self-seeking. As Minister he was co¬ 
operative with the British, but he was widely censured 
for his continued connexions with n Lebanese firm 
supplying the Government. He sports Arabic. 
Kurdish. Persian, Turkish and English well 

43, Darwish al Ebiiduri 

Born in Bagdad in 1907 of the Hiidari Limits which 
origin;!led from Erbil Educated .it the Amcrii m 
1 niversily. Beirut, and at Tcsas Ijniversity where he 
studied agriculture. 

Entered Government service. 1930, Director of 
RiisiiuTiiyd Experimental Farm, 3933 and of Abu 
G h Liraib Experimental Farm. 1 94ri Directsr of Grain 
in ihc Local Products Di reel Orate of the Ministry of 
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Jl. Ah Kh-ukid al lleja/i 

Sunni* torn about (893 in Duaucus. After 
serving in the Ottoman army be became an officer ui 
the Kurdish gendarmerie tit the end of the lirsi wond 
war and was awarded the B.t M. and the M,C- for 
gallantry during campaign!) in KunUsuui, 

Appointed inspector of Police, iS&I: Assistant 
Commandant of Police* 1923; Commandant of Police 
in I be Mobile Force* 1933* Commandant of Police 
Sulaimaniya, 1937. lie was Commandant of Police 
nugjaj. sroro after irte Rastitd Aji rcOcUkm in 1941 
until 1946 and did good wort; to stop looting after 
May 194 L 

In 1946 he was appointed Honorary C.B.E. for war 
sen ices.. 

Mutasamf of Sufiumamya 1947-4?. he was one of 
ihe very few Arab officials to speak fluent Kurdish. 
Appointed Director-General of Police in Mav 1948* 
he dal much io restore the polite morale which had 
been .shaken m a result of the disturbances of 
January 1948, A Heavy drinker and a poor adminin- 
tralor, but lough and strict in discipline, he set about 
re-equipping, the police, especially the mobile forces. 
He was Loyal to the Reecnl and the British COrtlteision. 

Unfortunately he wa> extremely corrupt, and 
during 1949 his ambition grew. He atienaicd Saleh 
Jabr t^.s r .) sndi mistakenly believed [hat the Regent's 
favour would suffice in all circumstances- Whet) in 
February 1930 ISalch Jabr became Minister ot Interior 
He prevailed on the Regeiii and the Prime Minister to 
move Ali Khalid :o a northern Muiasairifiya; and 
during the night of I||h-I2th February Ali. in 
drunken resentment, made an abortive attempt to use 
Fils mobile forces against the Government, was 
arrested and later condemned to life imprisonment- 
Thc Court of Cassation aenl the case back to the 
Lower Court with directions which, resulted in a 
change o! ilie lridiunnent and a sentence of 34 years 
imprisonment, 

A. courageous hut vtupid man who was more than 
normal I y corrupted by power* his thoughts may have 
been turned to (he u^ of fore? by the example of the 
three successful Syrian r<*ups ti t nil of 1949, 

32* Ali Milhmud Sheikh Ali 

Sunni, connected with the Ubftid tribe. Bom 
Bagdad. 1932. Educated at the Bagdad Law College* 
he practised as a lawyer from 1923 to i 9.1ft An 
extreme Nationalist* he was arrested both in 1924 and 
1930 for vi.Hem agitation against Anglo-lraqi treaties 
He was twice elected Deputy. 

Appointed judge srt the Court of Appeal in 1936 
and Minister of Justic: under Hikmat So ! uman in 
1937. Muiasarnf of Ikisra. 1939; Din.vior-Genera] of 
Customs. 1940. Aeain Minister of Justice in Kashid 
Ali i irehc! Cabinet, he fled to Persia after Rashid 
All's collapse but wav later surrendered to the British 
military authorities and internet! In Southern 
Rhodes: i Sent luck to Iraq, tried and sentenced to 
seven years ini prison merit in 1942. 

Released in 1949* he now practises as a lawyer 
aiiaiTi- It w;i\ proposed bv Paw tik Suwddi to appoint 
him in the Court of Cassation in 1950. and Ins 
influence appears to lie reviving. 

33, -\li Mumliu 

Born 1901. Sunni of the Diftari Family of Haedad- 
Educated at Bagdad Law College and entered 
Government service in 3920, Rose to be Director- 
Genera! of Revenues In 1935. but bail to leave Iraq 
after Befcr Sidqi's coup (Fetal which overthrew the 
Government ol Yaiin ail Hnvhcini in 193G. Re- 
upprnnT ^.1 Dir. :rnr-Gtner,d of Revenues bv Nun Sa‘id 
in 1939. 

Minister of Finance under Taha at Hnshcmi, 1941. 
Director of RlficUin Rank 1941. Again Minister of 
Fmmc? uiutef Nuri Sa'id in E 1 and 1943 Minister 
■if Communications and Works under Tawfiq Sttwridi 


in 1946* Minister ol Finance under Muzahim ! 
Pachachi m 1 94# and under Ali Jawdat* December 
19-w to l-cnruary i9j(L 

He was a member of the Liberal Party formed in 
1946* but resigned in 1948, He is opposed to .Saleh 
Jabr and generally to Nun Pa^ha. He gives an 
impression of sincerity ami ability, but when in power 
docs mu gel very ninth done, and finds diiticuily 
in co-operating wath his Cabinet colleagues. He has 
been involved in at least one financial scandal 

He is married to a daughter of Vasin al Hashemi J 
and speaks good English, 

34* Aii at .SfiitJiii 

Shiu front Najaf. Rom about l £90, Originally a 
Mulla in Najaf and later Qadhi m liasia and else- 
where, he hually became Head of the Supreme | 
Jaafari Court, He was made a Senator in 1947 
during Saleh Jubr's term of office, Minister without 
Portfolio in All Jawdat’s Government of December 
1949. 

He is ol no political importance. 

35, AJhsliii I luvst-dn* C-B*E* 

Sunni of Bagdad. Born 3U99. Educated a! the 
English Protestant School* Bagdad* 

He joined the Civil Police in 1917 and did good 
work during, the rebellion in 1920, Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner of Police. Mosul, in 1920. Commissioner of 
Police Central Criminal Investigation Department* 
1924. He went to England in 19311 and intended a 
Senior Officers' Course at Scotland Yard. He then 
gradually took over theC l.D, front the British D.l.G* I 
Removed by Vasin jI Hushcim]. he returned to die 
C l.D, in 1939 when Nuri Sa'Ld became Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Transferred to the provinces by Rashid Ali, he 
again returned to the C\I,D, after the collapse of 
Rashid Alt's Government in 1941, Director-General 
of Police. 1946. He was attacked by the Opposition 
for the alleged undue severity of police action against 
ihc demonstrators during the riots against the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 194?. He lost his nerve 
under these attacks and suffered a minor nervous 
breakdown Appointed Commandant or the Police 
Training School. May 1948. and transferred to be 
Director-General of Prisons in December [948, 

A pleasant* friendly and competent official w ithout 
much personality. He speaks good English, He was 
appointed Honorary C.U.H. for war services in 1946, 

36. Vr>lmd al t muri KILE. 

Sunni, bom in 1888 of the well-known CnUfj- 
family of Mosul. Educated in Turkey and employed 
as Municipal Engineer rn Istanbul, He served on the 
Turkish staff in I9I4-I8 war. 

A member of die first Iraqi Parliament,, he latet 
held several official appointments. Mayor or Bagdad 
from 1931 to 1933. and again from 19.36 to 1944. with 
a short, interruption in 1941 when he formed a Com* 
mitice of Internal Security to conclude an armisittx 
with the British forces after Rashid -Mi’s slight, Hv 
was a successful Mayor and can claim credit for mucr 
of such nHXlerrti-Hation as Bagdad has achieved. 

He represented Iraq at the Arab I Inky CongrcsS if 
Cairo in 1*444 winch resulted in the formation of im 
Arab League and in 1945 he led the Iraqi delegation 
to San Krandseo, Mimster of Economics and Com 
tmmiealions under Ali Jawdsi in 1934 Minister o! 
Supply under Hnmdi Pachachi in 1944 He wai 
Prime Minister from June lo November 1946. am 
aroused great opposition by his dictatorial method* 
He- nkvcJ some pan in ihc poliitcil intrigues whicl 
resulted in the rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty am 
was Mirtislcf of Defence in the Government o 
Mohammed fll Sidr which took over Mtcr lh* 
Portsmouth riots- , 

Fie is president o| the Iraai Red Crescem Societ 
ant! has done a good deal to improve their rmim*- :• 


His daughter. Mcne. Mumtaz al Umari is a leading 
figure in die Ladies' Committee of ihjspcieiy. 

Ha k generally opposed to Nuri 5^.jcl. but ts liked 
by the Recent. He has an attractive personality *md 
a capacity for hard work which is rare in an Iraqi, 
but hb, rapid changes of opinion, his obstisiacv and 
impatience of criticism make him until lor politics 
and he shows signs of realising this,. He speaks Turk¬ 
ish arid some very had French, lie was appointed 
Honorary K..B.E* for war services in 1946, 

37. X dm al Naijib. Sa>id 

Bom Bagdad 1879; the fcmnii son of liayid Abdul 
Rahman and younger brother of Say id Mahmud, 
Appointed Nuqib on the laln-r f s death in 1936. A 
couvcntiojuil Sunni Alim, he takes no part in 
politics bin appearv as a figurehead on nnporpm 
Islamic occasions, 

38. A Li Amin 

Sunni of Baydiul, Kvm 1898. Educated jl the 
Bagdad Law School 

Assistant Private Secretary to King Faisal. 1921, 
Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service in 1925 and was 
appointed lo she Iraqi Legation in London. Legal 
draftsman in Lire Ministry of Justice. 1927, Returned 
to the Foreign Service in 1928 and held appointments 
til Ankara, London. Rome, Paris and Berlin between 
I g 32 and 1943, From 1940 to 1943 he was in chitrge 
of the Iraqi legation in London. Diredor-Genera! in 
die Ministry for Foreign Affairs* 1943; Minister at 
Ankara, 1944, Lranafcrred to Paris. |449. 

He is married to 4 sister of the Amir ZaldL He 
!ipcak^ good English. 

39. Anil Storif (Abdul A/i/ bin Shccif bin Alidul 

Mujid i 

Sunni* born about I91XJ in Amah. He began his 
career as a teacher by ( la ter attended the Bagdad l aw 
College and graduated in 1933. At first judge Lei 
B iivm and Nasiriya. he was elected Deputy during 
fokr SidqFs rLigimc. He then practised as a lawyer 
in I^avra until 1941, wh.cu he was again apEminted 
judge. He resigned his judgeship at the end of 1944 
to become an advocate and pi^litician. 

His Left-wing tetidcncics had been known for some 
time, and during the war years he spread anti-Nazi 
propaganda with u pro-Russian and anti-British bias. 
Working at :irM. with Kamil Chadirchi (q t i- >. fie later 
tried to form a more extreme sockuv but was refused 
pcrmiJisvion. largely because his associates were- suk- 
pect- Many of these were employed in underground 
Communist activities and in the publication of secret 
Communist literature. 

In (945 he lirst published A t Was an, a Left-wing 
magazine, and in l l> 46 he was allowed to form the 
Sha'Lih party with himself as fir-d president. The party 
was dosed in 1947 and Aziz lied to Syria Returning 
to Iraq early in L948. he w±s involved with the 
Haqiqa “ ConimttnisI Group which -;pHE from the 
Iraqi Cnmmunisi Party. 

In rate 1948 act ion was taken against some of his 
associates and he fled, A warrant was issued for his 
arrest and his paper Al WtiUtn was closed in Match 
1949 . He is still absconding from the police and his 
present whereabout are not known. 

4<F Babu AU ^btikh Mali mud 

Kurd. Born about 1912. second son of the well- 
known Slieikli Mahmud (q.v.). He spent much of his 
childhood in Persia, when his father was engaged in 
various rebellions Educated at the expense of the 
Iraqi Gov eminent at Victoria College, Alcundrin. 
and finer in the United States. 

He was npjviinted to a minor post in the railways 
in 393!*k bu| soon fCHigncif. His outspoken criticism of 
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Ijfcqi adtnmistration in Kurdish areas fed to hiv arrest 
and «ik for a few months in 1943. A repetition of 
the offence in 1945 mmowly missid having die same 
fes.uk. Fie i> still a strong critic of tile Itaq Govern- 
marts handling of Kurdish problems. 

Mimsiei of Economio under Arshad al L'nuin in 
1946 and m the succeeding Government of Nuri 
Pasha. Deputy for Sulaimnniya. ] l M7. last his seat in 
1948, 

Baba Ali speaks excellent English and possesses an 
attractive, though not very forceful* personaiiiy^ He 
is interested in the improvement of agncullure in 
Kurdismn and partiviilarlv m the growing and market¬ 
ing of tobacco. Smee I44S lie has spent most of his 
tunc in Sukiruamya and h.-^ apparently withdrawn 
front politics for the time being. He visited America 
in 1950- 

41. liabokr Agha l Selim 

A powerful Kurdish chief (recognised hv ihe Iraqi 
Government as paramount) of the Pi/fidcr tribe of 
Oal’a Di/_i on the Lesser Zah north of SuMmaniya. 
Now an old man* he luis always been friendly in ills 
dealings with the Government, whether British or 
Iraqi, and he behaved well when Government 
administration was established in the Pizhder area 
in 193?. 

Id 1941 he wav preparing to revolt against Ra&rtid 
All's regime, and he has since often jElirmcd hi* 
loyalty to the British connexion. In 1947 he was 
operated on in the Iraq Per role urn Company hospital 
at Kirkuk and has since led a quiet life. 

His rival for influence in the Pizhder is Mahmud 
Agha Hajji Rasul (y.i'j. 

42. IMm ud Din Nuri 

Kurd* born m Bagdad about IS97 of an Lrbi! 
family. His father was a well-known 'Alim, Edu¬ 
cated in Bagdad, he joined the Turkish array in 1917 
and ibe Iraqi army in I92S. 

in 1924 he was Fir&i-Lieuienant Small Anns 
Instructor and in 1927 he was promoted Captain 
Pasvrel Iraqi Stall College* 1930; attended Staff 
College Camber ley, 1935 36. On hi^ return lo Iraq 
he was deeply involved in Brfcr Sirkji's. toitp derm 
and was thereaiter app.>mtcJ to Operations Branch. 
Dismissed from the army by Taha ul Hashimi in 
1938. he became Assistant Traffic Director nn the 
Iraqi Stare Railways. 

In autumn 1941 he rejoined the amav s> Vlajor- 
CSChiral and was appointed Assistant CGS , but was 
retired again rn 19+4, He was Acting Mutitsarrif of 
Sufitimaniya in 1944 and was elected IX-pup. for 
Su:*ini:mi>.i in 1947 and |94S Mmister of Social 
Affairs under Nuri Said during [949. 

One of the most capable Staff Officers in the Iraqi 
arniy, he suffered twice for firs onnTiejuon with, Elrkr 
Sidqi, He Ls an intnlhgeru man and a fairly good 
administrator; but in spite of a frank and engaging 
demeanour he i* not entirely honest or reliable. " He 
a Freemason and a conn not saeur of mystic poetry, 
but he is also self-seeking As Minister he was co- 
operative with the British, but he was widely censured 
for bis continued connexions with a Lebanese firm 
supplying the Government. He speaks Arabic, 
Kurdish, Persian, Turkish and English well. 

43- DarwEsh at Haidar) 

Born in Bagdad in I9<?7 of Ihc < laidari fa mil v which 
originated from Erbtl. Educated at the Americun 
University. Beirut, and at Texas t niversitv where he 
studied agriculture. 

Entered Govern merit service* 1930, Director of 
Rustamiya Experimental Farm. [933 and of Abu 
phuraib F.vpiTimental Farm, 1940. Director of Grain 
in the Local Products Directorate of the Ministry of 
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the interior, 1942. Transferred hack to rhe Depart- 
lis-'irt ui Agriculture utter ho h.sd been accused ui tile 
illegal disposal ol a quantity of grain. 

Me wii Lin. the Iraq) delegation to tlie Hot Spring* 
Food Conference in I’M3 and since becoming 
Directur-General of Agriculture in 194$ tie has 
represented Iraq at several international conferences 
oi kood strut Agricultural Organisation, 

L jt Liml jovial in appearance, he tuts a strong 
personality and much energy. initialise and deter- 
itu n.itii'iij. He is ,3 dictator in his department and his 
jealousy L"r[ any mtertereoee has nude it dilhcult for 
British experts to co-operatc w ith him. On account 
of hi* American training he is general!} believed lo 
he biased in favour ot American machinery end 
ideas 

M_* and his wife, who k a sister of Yusuf and 
\bJnl QjdiL 1 tJailum. iq.v.J speak good English. 

44. Outid a! Haidar) 

Bagitud Sunni, bom about I&85. Son of a one-time 
Sheikh at Islam, his family is of Kurdish origin from 
l-rhil Onci an A.DC. to Suhan Abdul Humid, he 
spirit the 19f4-IS war in Constant mople and came 
to Bagdad m 1921. 

Member for Erbil in the Constituent Assembly in 
1924. Minister of Justice under Tawliq Suweidi, 
1929. Deputy for Erbil, 1930-34, 

Iraqi Minister in I chron, 1941 42- Minister of 
Justice under Nun Said, I942-4J, Minister in 
^ London. 1943-4?. Appoinled Senator in 1945- 
Mi nislcr of Social AiT.ui - in Mohammed al Sadr’* 
Cabinet* January. - June !94S, 

He was an intermediary when the British Oil 
Development Company's concession was negotiated 
and has since bssti paid a retaining fee by the Basra 
and Mosul Petroleum Companies, who describe him 
j :i . iheir legal adviser. but do not in fact eotmiiL him 
3~L resigned from the Senate under a new interpre¬ 
tation of the Constitution in March 1949 rather than 
give up [Ills fee. 

Dau-.J Peisiis a friend ut the Regent but is widely 
distrusted both politically and ftnannalU He was 
invoked in the agitation again*! (he Portsmouth 
Treaty in January 194S, 

Hi, iwo daughter:. are well known in Bagdad 
MX';±(y He speaks English falriy well, 

45, Dfltld Itl Sa'adi (Saividl 

Sunni of Bagdad, burn about 1893. !n the early 
days of the British occupation he was employed .■* 
a teacher l ie entered Bagdad Law School in 1922 
and bce.imc prominent m extreme national is! 
polities, In addition to hi* practice ax a lawyer he 
published j newspaper in the: twenties. 

Deputy for Hi! Lb, 1935. Deputy for Km. 1937, and 
again in 1939. Deputy for Bagdad* 1943. He 
resigned with the opposition Deputies in March 1950. 

Public Prosecutor for u short lime in 1936. He 
resigned in December after the fall of Vitsin al 
HashimL who had appointed him Banished from 
Bagdad by Jamil Madfai in December 1933. but 
returned when Nun Said became Prime Minister a 
few weeks later. 

He was an active supporter of Rashid All in 1941. 
and fled to Persia after the collapse of [lie rebel 
Govern men l He was banded Over to the British 
forces hv the Persian authorities in 1941 and subse¬ 
quently interned in Rhodesia. In March 1944 he was 
sent hack to Bagdad for trial but obtained his release 
cm medical grounds, 

He Was .» feuntfalkin member of the Isliqlal Party 
m I 9 .J& anii was expelled because he undertook she 
defence of the Jew. Slutfkj Adys. who w** hanged on 
treason charges in T94? 

He is reputed to be ,i good lawyer and his record 
shows him to be a coun>j?e0us man. but personally 
he is unknown to the embassy. 


46, flaiii Ju far 

;> ...uti nhut. born m 191 1 lie stud ted mccaam- 
cm engineering at Birmingham University* where lie 
obtained a tt.se, in 1934 and u Ph.D, in 1936. and 
1 fcicji had twenty months training with the Great 
Western Railway. 

Appomted Assistant Mechanical Engineer in the 
Iraqi Stale Railways in 1937. he was subsequently 
promoted to ba .viechanieul Engineer. During me 
war oe was Dtrevror-Generai of Engineering 
Supplies. 

Deputy lot Bagdad in L047. He failed m Lite 1948 
electioDi. hut was later returned for KerbaSa in a 
tyodccuon, 

Minister isf Communications and Works under 
Saleh Jabr m [947 and Of Economies under Nuri Said 
in 1949 and under Tawfiq SliWeidr in 1950. A 
loundet- ncmher ami member nl the Central Com¬ 
mittee ut Nuu Siiid'H Conilitutional Lmlj Part>. 
December 1949. 

Hl- is well eduoulcd and speaks excellent English, 
He was a successful Minister of Economies, anu i* a 
strong supporter of Nuri Said, having dose con¬ 
nexions also with Saleh Jabr. 3k ls> friendly to the 
British, and helped to save Rrtis*h property in I94L 
The JinoiritLial reputation of his family is doubtful. 

47. Fudiiil Jamrf 

Shk of Kadhimaiii, bom L9d2. Educated Aur.-r;- 
can University, Beirut. J92i -27. and Columbia Uni¬ 
versity 1927-29. Joined the Ministry of Education, 
1929. Duector-Civ-neral of Instrucdop, 3933; 
Inspccior-Ctmcral of the Ministry, 1937. He vktied 
Germany in 1937 and mads arrangemenisforan Iraqi 
party to ailend the Nurembtirg Rally of 1938 Visited 
England in l'>js at the invitation of ih: Bruish 
Council. 

H .■ w.v :■ (oun.der mensoer cl ihe Moihanna t .ub r 
whose members were mostly ^tstem educated 
uation.itisis, ;uid whoso political l li ink me was much 
intlucnced by tulional socialism, He strongly resisted 
British influence in the Ministry of Education and it 
was British influence which caused his iransfcr from 
that Ministry to a position in the Iraqi Embassy in 
Washington in January 1943, He did not take up this 
appointment, but became Director-General of the 
Ministry for f oreign Affairs in 1944. He was a 
member of die Iraqi delegation to tbc Sao Francisco 
Conference m L945. 

Foreign Minister from June 1946 to January 3 94S 
in the successive Cabinets of Arshad al t 'man. Nuri 
Said and Saleh Jabr During this lime lie intended 
the PnlcMirte Ciirtferencc in London in 1946 and ihe 
United Nations General Assembly in 1947. He was 
out d! politics for a lime after the failure of die 
Porlsmouth Treaty in Januarv 3948, hut was given 
a sinecuff in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs Inter in 
the same war and was appokted Iraqi Minister It) 
Cairo in February 1949. He was recalled aitHOSt 
imnicdsatcl;. u '■■.Jcomc Minister for Foreign Aflnini 
under Nuri P.isha m March IW He resigned after 
six months under a constitutional rule, since he had 
no seat in Parliament, and was appointed Permanent 
Iraqi delegate to the United Nations Organisation. 
He was elected Deputy for Diwaniyn in clip hyc- 
ciections of June |95ti.' 

Jamali is a self-made mar), and is one of the first 
of the type it> reach a prominent position. Although 
he is ambitious, he is unlikely to get much furtLier, 
He is not in close touch with the Iraui political situa¬ 
tion and has little political support in hk own right. 

Jamali L intelligent, energetic and honest, but he 
is also vain and emotionally unstable. The xeno¬ 
phobic nationalism of his younger days has fven 
greatly modified by his extensive contacts with the 
West and by a genuine conviction of ihe necessity 
for fraq of the Brilish ennnexion. But he w-LIl rtever 
forgive the British policy in Palestine and the Sin a 


fanatic is nut far below the .surface. 

He is married, to a Canadian and Lias a large circle 
of Bnlish and American friends. 

48. Faiq bumnrrai 

^unnj.nornat Basra about 1904. Educated Bagdad 
Law College. 3928 32. Appointed n secretary in the 
Ministry sat Justice, 1933; ininsfened to fapu tJepari- 
in cut 1934; SupErmtendcnL of i.jb.;ur, viinisiry of 
interior, 1935, and attended a Labour Conference at 
Geneva in 1936. After a further period in the Minis¬ 
try ot Justice, he became Director-General oL Press 
and Propaganda in 1939. After a short period of 
service an the police and at the Ministry of Social 
.All airs, he hseame Director-Genera I of Municipalities 
in 1940. 

An extreme nmi-foreign nationalist since ins 
student day*, he served a short sentence in 19?ti for 
his part in the denionstrations against the Anglo-Iraqi 
uy. He was in activt supporter of Ra>hid AH 
and wii* nUcrned from I94L to 1945 at L'ao. where he 
caii’.ed much trouble to the authorities. He was a 
founder member oi the iMiqiaS JYtrfy in I94ti, 
Secretary-General in 1947 and vice-prcsideni 5948 
and 1949. Deputy for Samarra (948, he resigned with 
the opposition i JepuLies in March I9J0, hut was again 
elceied in (he by-eleclions of June 1950. In 1949 and 
early 1950 he travelled in Syria and Lebanon for his 
pir.y to male propaganda for IraqL-Syitan union. 

A'grossly fat and unhealthy looking individt-al with 
a Lutl moral reputation, he is nevertheless intelligent, 
and a persuasive talker. His nalkmalist views are 
.sincerely held, but are probably subject to nindiflea- 
lion if U suited hi-s; personal ambition. His attitude 
to Great Britain became * lightly less hostiJe during 
I l 49. possibly owing to the mlluence of Nuri Pasha 
who was in that year attempting to split the istiqlal 
Party. Hu is not altogether trusted by his parly 
colk’-igues. He speak* English 

4k Hamid a! Naqili 

Sunni of Basra, bora about 189*.), His broth lt* the 
k|u Say id Talib Pasha, was strong enough to defy 
lIil' lurk* m the last years of the Ottoman I nip ire, 
uni was arrested and exiled in 1920 owing to his 
opposition to King Falsa IN coming lo Iraq. 

Since Sayid Talib n death Sstyid Hnmid lias been 
the LtcaU o! the most influential Basra family. He was 
Deputy Bom 1930 to 1947, when he was made a 
Senator 

He A travelled and pleasmt. but ponderous- Tic 
suppiriv Nun Said and complains thd ibe Govern* 
mertl neelect Basra interests. He speaks some 
English 

5ft, lli^hiai Jaoud 

5mini, fw»rn Bagdad 19H, ihc son of a '.mull ofHcial 
He vvj* educated at the American 1 niveis-iij. licirat, 
and at London University, from which he graduated 
in Economics sn 193<S. 

He was appointed Assistant Secretary in the 
Council of Ministers in 1936, joined the Iraqi foreign 
sol vice in I93W and w,;is sent us Iraqi representative 
to the Irteniatioral Labour Orgaiiisatioji at Geneva, 
He returned to Iraq in 1941 and in 1942 became the 
first Acting Diretlor-Ciciicral of Labour in (he Minis¬ 
try of Social Affairs. He also acted as Secretary to a 
committee for the organisation of post-war affairs in 
Iraq, lit hk capacity of Diroetor-General of Labour, 
he took purt in thcsettlemern of the Iraq Peiroletim 
Cornparo strike at Kirkuk in 1 946, Later in (be sume 
ea r he w as removed from |ik p*wi by A rshad a I 
tflnari who regarded him ns a fdSow»wavcJlcr. In 
1947 he wax appointed to a position in the LL.O. 
and lias only paid - Itun visits to Iraq since then. 

A quiet and sitidious nuiri with a cfctr head and a 
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gemiine inierevt Ln labour questions, he found the 
^onditiems in the Ministry of Social Affairs extremely 
trust!.King and is therefore unlikely to return perma¬ 
nently (o Iraq. He is married to a Swiss and speahs 
excellent English, 

51. finvsiio Sand Talar 

Turcoman of kirktik. bom about 1849. Hk educu- 
lion at the Constantinople Law .School was inter¬ 
rupted by ihc first world war, m which he was taken 
prisaner by the Britisli forces its Mesopoiann i and 
spent two years m a priscmer-of-wai camp in India- 

Kelurrimg to Iraq after the armistice, he entered 
she newly Sounded Bagdad Law College and passed 
out at the head of the first batch of graduates. He 
was immediately appointed a judge in Bagdad and 
thereafter served in the Ministry of Justice and on 
she Court oF Cassation unlil in February 3950 he 
bocinii iMinktcr of Justic. under fawfiq uJ Suwetdi. 

He is a quiet man with no particular palittcul 
aflitialious:. He speaks Arabic md Turkish. 

52. Hajuint Shciudiii Ac ha 

Km JisLl chief of the Shari (an cribe of Zakho and 
ion of Yusuf Pas3ia, Born about 1895. One of the 
largest landowners of the ^nkho district, lie is ;i pro¬ 
gressive farmer, 

A Deputy trom 3935 to |929 :tnd again front 193b 
to 1947, when he wav appointed a Sena lor, he became 
Minister without Portfolio under lawfiq Suweidi in 
February im\ 

Popular and msluennal in Zakho and well respected 
throughout Iraq, he is a rich man who has never taken 
:sn active part in poiitics. He was appointed Minister 
only io fill up the numljcr of Kurds in the Cabinet 
He speaks Arabic and Turkish and some English. 

53. ilikmat Su Giman 

Sunni, born A member iff the Conscilutumat 

Union Party, he was Director ol Education and 
AssiMam Governor of Bagdad under the Turks, and 
was in Constantinople when (he British forces occu¬ 
pied Bagdad m 1917. 

Returning to Iraq m 1921 Lie became Director- 
General of'Posts and Telegraphs In 1923 and was 
Minister of Interim under Abdul Muhsin SaMun 
fl925-26) and -igam under R.as!iid Ali Geilam in 
1953, He visiled T’urkcy in 1935 and was much 
Impressed wiLh modern Turkish methods. 

In 3936 lie joined lickr 5idqi in she coup tfciar 
which over-threw Vasin a! Hashimik Ciovtcrnmeni. 
and liseame Prime Minister. Hr resigned fn 1937 
aficr the inufLier of Bekr Sidqi As Prime Minister 
he disappointed expectaiions. 

Although apparently reconciled with Nuri Satd in 
] 93S, he was arrested and tried by court manial for 
treason Under the 3 ;lHctN premiership in 1939. The 
dealhf sentence passed on him was commuted to live 
years* imprisi»nmcn.i. and he was inleraed in 
Sulairputniya. Released by RashiiJ Ali m April 1941, 
he w:is in Persia during Rashid Alik rebellion. 

When he returned to Iraq he devoted: himself to 
farming and prospered. Unpopular wish the Regent 
and Nuri Slid, he look little part in politics until 1 LS 47, 
when he was involved in the intripuev which culmin¬ 
ated in ihc fall of Saleh Jabr and ihc rejection .if the 
Portsmouth Treaty in January 1 94#. Since then he 
has often been reported co be making contact uilh 
discontented army officers and people of the Left, and 
Is generally regarded as the " dark Lsorsc “ of Iraqi 
politics: hut ibis impression is probably coloured by 
hiv hku>n :md is an cvajiperation of his pr^ent 
ITifluen.ce:, 

lii< wife, a Dagheslani, i^ a skier ol die svife iif 
\:riib a I Rawi (7.V.1 He speaks Arabic and Turkish 

OEllv, 
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54. I Fauri 

Sunni ot Kurdish origin, bom in Bagdad 185S9- 
I.duvn-,4 vluilary Academy, tslantMil,, and comniiv 
Mtincd in the Turkish army in 1909. 

He joined [he Iraqi army in May 1922. Hr has 
pjs^ni the Senior QRxers’ Course ut Bdgaunu India, 
and nns twice rveen attached io units in tngland tor 
[raining. Promoted LieutenaatColoial in 1929 and 
t olond in 1933. Commandant of the Surt College. 
Rngvltd* 1934. in 193.5 lie was given the command 
of the Northern District. Promoted Brigadier 1935 
and GOG. hr Infantry Division 193ft. He wai 
appointed Chief of the General Stall m August 1937 
after the murder nf Bckr Sidqi He took no part in 
I he IkJtr Sidqi coup oF October 1936. but he assisted 
Tab a3 Ha shim! io organise the military demonstra¬ 
tion in favour of Nuri Surd in December 1938. Placed 
on pension in February 144(1 for interference in 
polities. 

Although he Ims been a member of the Central 
Committee of the National Democratic Party .since its 
inauguration in 3^4fi he as not prominent in political 
or social life. Hr speaks good English, 

55. Htts uist Jam L 

Sunni of Bagdad, fiv'rn aboai 1906. A mem her of 
tin; Jamil tasiiuy which has m.image connexions with 
the Suvyeklis. Hist father was a judge, Educated at 
Bjgdad and graduated from the Law College in 1930 

From I'll? to 1946 lie served as a judge in a 
number Ot ns.-vince-s including DiywL, Diiwniyu. 
HjII.l and Bagdad. 

He resigned front the Public: Service in 1946 in 
order to become a founder member of the National 
Democratic Party, he went into private practice as a 
lawyer and acted as defence counsel in a number of 
cases concerned with political otknces. 

Deputy for Bagdad, 194H He resigned with the 
opposition Deputies lei March 19515. Minister of 
Junie; io Ali .lawdaG- Cabinet of December L°4 t J to 
February I9J0, 

Hussain is a convinced Democrat and a sincere 
reformer who h generally respected. He is a poor 
man ,iit i free sr im suspicion ot corruption He is Ees-s 
intransieenl than most of the opposition leaders and 
is not always m agreement with she leader of his 
party, He speaks some English artd lus wile, who 
appears in mixed society, h fairly fluent. 

56. Ibrahim Vkil' ul A lllti 

Sunni, born Bagdad, 1894, Graduated from 
S-.tinhul MeJica! College in 1916 and served in Iraq 
under the Turks. 

He Jaier joined the Iraqi Health Service and rose 
to be Director-General of Public Health in 1939, He 
was also Secretary-General of the Iraqi Red ( rescent 
Society for some "lime. 

Mmtvlcr id Education under Hamdi Pacliachi. 
L944-45, Appointed Director-Genera] of Social 
Affairs in 1946. Minister m Damascus, December 
lUJs. Mintiler in Ankara, February 1950. 

As Minister of Education he was incompetent and 
prejudiced, and it is generally considered that he was 
Li.,'! a Nuccess in Damascus Superficially friendly, 
be is a bora intriguer; 

57. 1 hruhim Saleh ul Kultir 

Bat'd .id lew, born 1885. Educated at the Alliance 
School in Baydad. he entered business in the office of 
a Jewish march,™! who later made him his partner. 

Appointed to the Accounts Department of the 
Ministry of Finance in the early days of the 
Mandatory Government, he rose by gradual promo¬ 
tion to be Accotinttm-GeneraL and finally in 1946, 
Director-General of the Mifibtry. 

in 1^46 he gave evidence brfore the Anglo- 
American Commission of Enquiry on Palestine, In 


I94. r ho was chief Iraqi negotiator m tiie stemu^ 
balance talks and earned the respect ot die brut.-,,! 
delegation, and in 1948 he look pari in the disc unions 
tor me UiJiing over o:l the Iraq Currency Board- He 
retired in uuiumn 3 94K &nd has since lived quietly, 
spending ntuen of his time in England, he was 
appointed Honorary CUJ.b, in J9lk tor war services. 

tie was li sound civil servant, cautious and trust- 
wot iiiy. mgulj raapecieii but never very popular. His 
braiders,, bclinau and Yusuf, arc proniirtem Bagdad 
lawyers. 

S&, bmnii bewtiq* K.tt.l-. 

Sunni, bom 1842, the son of an army officer oi 
Mosul origin, Educated ai the Turkish. Military 
College, he joined the Amir Faisal in L917. 

Gazetted an officer in die Iraqi army in 1921, he 
attended a course in England about 1926. Comman¬ 
dant of Iraqi Staff College. 1931;. Officer Commanding 
Iraqi Air force, 1933; t amity Brigade. 1936, third 
Division, 1937: Director-General of Administration 
in ifue Ministry of Defence 1943. Acting C.G.S. 
No vein tier,. i94l He accompamu.1 the Regent to 
England* 1943, 

Minister of Defence in the successive Cahineis of 
Hartidi Paehuchi. Taufiq Suweidi and Arshad al 
Umari, 1944 to 1946. Appointed Senator. 1945. 

Hm venality has been the subject of comment* bun 
he is u, quiet sensible man with no marked political 
tendencies. The Regent likes and tnuts him, He 
speaks fair English. Appointed Honorary K.B.E, tor 
war services 1946. 

59, Email Snlwul 

Sunni of Nfratal* born 1894. In Turkish titties fie 
graduated from the feathers.' Training .School. muf 
was a teacher in 1914. He was conscripted and served 
as a warrant officer in Eastern Anatolia dunng the 
Firs-t world war. In 19] 9 he joined the Arab army at 
Deh of Zor an.i part in Jamil MBdfai'.v advance 
on Tel ’ATar in 1920, \ftcr the collapv., of F.iisalN 
regime in Syria he went to Turkey* 

He came to lrat| in 1922 arid joined the Iraqi army. 
He was on Bckr Sidqi's stall at the time of the Lutes'■■ 
fxHipttAat i» 1936. From 1940 m 1943 he headed the 
Iraqi Military Mission to ihe Yemen. After hiv return 
! ■ Ira 4 he held v;ve i| brigide commands. Director 
of Military Opcratibris. Ministry of Defence, 1944. 
Promoted Major-General, 1946. 

fn October 1947 Ite provided over the Arab League 
Military Committee which sai ai A Fey Lebanon. 
Appointed Deputy CjG.S* early in 1948, he was made 
Cornmatider of ihe Irregular Arab Army of libera- 
tiosi «■!! i he iHJlbre.ilL of liovfilities in Palestine m 
May 1948, He rcttinicd to Iraq and was appointed 
G.CkC* Second Division, Kirkuk, in 1949. 

He is n taciturn man w iih no Aenivc of humour, but 
he has a reputation for efficiency and for being a good 
disci pi srarian. He is on had terms with GG.5. Saleh 
5sib iq.v ), He liav been reported an interested in 
polsticv. Lisid. he is u close friend and supporter of 
Jmni] Madfio and AFi Jawdat who are also both from 
Mosul. 

Wt. la’fnr Hnro»ndi 

Shia oF Kadhimaitt. born IS94. Educated in 
Bagdad and was a school readier in 1914 After the 
1914 I ft w-jir. he graduated from the Bagdad Law 
College and joined the Ministry of Juvlice. "ITam- 
f erred to Interior in 1939: he served us Oaimmaqani 
in several districts and lu Mutasamf of Kut in 1936 
and 1937 

Minister of Education for a few months under 
Hikmat ^ulaiman in 1937; MtniRter of Soncia] Affairs 
under Jamil Madfui in 1941 Between pi use minis¬ 
terial appointments he relurnei to Triierior and served 
Muiasarri 4, in several liwa- He wav iinnoimed 
i.iiM.i'tsf of Bagdad in 1941 and resigned in Hi4 7 
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Deputy lor Hi Liu 1443. and for Bagdad 1947, he 
lovL ins seaL in June 194b, bus was jgjm elected in 
the by-elections of June I95d. He is now president 
of the Iraqi l3ur Asvociatitxi. 

Althougn 5aten Jabr is vaid in have assisted him 
to nbLiin a sulKiantial grant of Government laod m 
HiUa liwa. m 1442, he jninea the Consiiiuiioual bloc 
led by Nasrai al Fniisi and strongly opposed tile 
policies i-f Saleh Jabr + s GovernnMiil in 1^47. 

He speaks no English. 

61. .Eubd BaLan 

Kuril id the da ban fanrily. born 1842, At first 
an cAtrcmc nationalLst. he was dejKirted m 1920 but 
released in 1921, Appointed Qaimmaqam in 1923 
ana laser promoted to be Mutasmif, ik serv^cd in. 
thi. admin ivtration until 1932, 

Minister of liuortomics and Communications under 
Nj|i Shaukai in 1432, of Defence under Rashid Ali 
in 1933* and of Education under Jumtl Madfui in 
iv.tq. Director-General of Finance 1934 35 and 
1936-37. 

Minister of ComniunicJ'fioTtv and Works under 
Null Said H>34 4U and unde: Jamil Modfai in 1941, 
Minister oi Finance under Nuri Said in 1643. 
Senator 1937-43. 

Again appointed Minister of Couirnunk^tions and 
V^orks unde, MohammcJ; al Sidr in January 1948, 
be managed io retain hi pi'rtfoho in ire succeeds in: 
Ciovc-menls of Mu/ahum al Pnchachi and Nuri Said 
until Novc-Jl.be- 5 949. Deputy fox Diyala in the 3^4$ 
elections. 

No man is Ivettor ve.-sed tliaa In la] in the art of 
government as practised in Iraq. Like 3ik Jistatii 
cousin Jjiml Raton O/.v.i be has been the Kurd in 
m :auy Govern hi inti, though neither he not Jamal 
can --peak Kucdish nor have any special interest in 
K.trdislart. A competent but ciudve Minister, he is 
undoubtedly cbrrllpl* but except in 193? ha.4 riianagcd 
to avoid open scandal 

62. Jamal; Bubim 

A Kurdish lawyer of the IGhsui family, born 1843, 
After «A‘irsg for some time tu n judge in Northern 
Lraq he became Deputy for ErbiJ in [425. 

Mull 4 c of Justice uiidcr Nuri Said 1930-32, under 
Jamil Madfui 1933-34, autf under Ali jaw dal 
1934 35. In 1935 be joined the paiiy organised by 
Jamil Madfai iti oppose Y.iori al Ifiishini 

Minister of .Social AlTlifS under Nuiri Said 1941 42 
and of Justice under Sikh Jabr in 1947, Between 
Hiss ministerial appivihlmcnts he practised us a lawyer, 
.and wa«. often Deputv. Appointed Senator in July 
1947. 

Like Ins relative Juki! Rabun (rM'.V he lias bc^ii 
alnnwL a profcssionii'l Kufdish M mi^toi'. As Minister 
undtT Saleh Jtibr he was criticised for venainx and 
for inline;wine iudeev He wuv Acting Prime 
Minister during Sufeh JabrN absence in London for 
ihc signature of the Portsmouth Treaty, and his. 
hiindling of the situation caused by the demonitrailoo 
wav iucpi: but in his defence n must be said that 
Saleh Jabr hod kept him in (he dark over the course 
of the negotiations. He resigned with two other 
Ministers before Saleh Jabi himself gave up hope* and 
has not been vers, active -anee, 

63. Jitmll Viirful MjiMu+fi 

Sunni of Bagdad. Bom ]9]D L >f a middle-doss 
family Educated at Bagidod Law College and prae- 
ti-.e4 Tor a short tirtlc 

Joined Iraqi Government service in |933, and wav 
appointed Assisiant Magistrate. Bagdad. He was 
later transferred in Baotib i. 

Deputy for Diyala in 1939 an j Rjgdad in 1943 
am.i f947. H - lost Lis ve.it in |44,3 bm became 
Deputy for Mahmurfivah in 195 ( 1 , a member of the 


Central Committee uF Nuri Said's Constitutional 
Ucion P,ct : Irom n> foundation in 1944. 

Minister for 5iwi.il Afiaira ulLlI^i Nuri S.iid I94(>. 
and under Saleh Jabr 1947. 

Hri uunriage in 1933 to a niece of Nuri Said is the 
mjin reason tor his political advancement In spilL 
oi this ctsnnewn, altitude dunng the Rji>]nd Ali 
re:-dlion w.v ambiguous. He ss a personal friend of 
Eht Regent and Shakir .d Wadi, and in Apnl 1644 was 
elected .ts Iraqi Minister a( Cairo, Tlie Egyptian 
Govcri.irn.cni, however, refus'd the agrrmeiti. He is 
reported to Jiavc engaged in Joubllul land Eranvac- 
utins in Hilialiwa tin.] ne a- saut to fie div-ioluic, 
amvitious nod untiustworthy. He speaks a linlc 
English, 

64* .f j ns i i Msiilhii 

Sunni of Mosul, born about Educated 

fiLmhul .md jLizattcd an osficer in the Turkish Army* 
He joined the Arab revolt and in 1420 was command¬ 
ing she Shari (Ian forces at Deis: cl j£o r. In that year 
he iiisiLearnd the murder of the British Political 
Officer and entered Fri Afir. calling upon the tribes 
It* rive against llie British in llic name of tbc Slur if. 
He re si red to Syria when British troops approached 
fioni Mosul. 

Rcfurnvd to Iraq m 1923 and served 3 -s Muti&amf 
in several liwas. 

Deputy from 1429 and Presidcnl of the Chamber 
from 1932 to 19.33; Senator frinti 1935 to 
t l >45 and again from 1948 onwards. President of lice 
Senate 1943 and 1444 and again fiom I44ti. 

Minister of lnteriot under Nuri Pasha 1930; Prime 
Minister 1933 and again in 1934 with a diffcrtM 
Cabinet, Minister of r^efeuce uiuicr Ali Jaudat* 
August 1934; Prime Minister agaiij for twelve days 
fit March 1935* after which he was l>.;rc;d lo r:s:gii 
by an .Leilanon jn the Middle Euphrates organised: 
fiv Yiivin Pasha al Hssbimi. He refused an iavitatimi 
to LCiin the Government formed b, Hikipal Sulairtian 
after the Bekr Sidqt amp d'Kias in 1936. He visited, 
the Yemen in (he winter of L936-37 to obtain the 
Innnl'h adherenc to the Iraqi Saudi p^ict of Arab 
Brotherhood B;cam, Prime Minister again in 
August 1937 idler ihc murder of Heki Sidqi kini! 
Hiknvil S-iiaunan’s resignation. He was forced to 
resi^rt in December I93S by .i tuilstury demoistration 
organised in Favour ot Nuri Said. He a^omponied 
the Regent on his flight to Pniestinc during the 
Rr-ishid Ali rebellion tn 1^41 and after its collapse 
ficc.ini': Prime Minssirt for a sltofl lime. In 1943 
at the suggestion of Nuri Pasha, he toured ihc Arab 
Countries ;u canvass support for Arab unity. In TJ4.fi 
after the riots against the Portsmouth Treaty he look 
the portfolio of Ifiterior Lnider Muhammad as Sadr 
foe a few months. In 1949 he was sent bv Nuri Said 
ni various Arab capital-, rn an attempt to unify Arab 
policy tow-ardv Palestine. 

Jamil Madfai is said ro have been energetic and 
resolute in la is earlier years. He is popular in most 
political circles :tndj hiv irifiucncc, which is generally 
used on the side of moderation, is still considerable, 
bin he is an accmg man* susceptible to the interven- 
lion of Others and afraid of nuking enemies. He is 
unlikely id take arty further political part except L is a 
figurehead. H:s acquisitions oF End and commercial 
interests have made him a rich man. He speaks no 
Fngfish. 

65. J until m1 Ra»i 

Surim. hvirn ihotil 1892 at Ramadi. He was an 
officer in the Turkish Anns who joined Faisal and 
served wilh the Shereefian forces- in the I9E4 -fis war. 

acted a> Chief A D C to Ring \1i and dist not 
tflurn :o li.i: until 1926 when I fir Sand eonquered 
the Hcjar. 












Depury for Dubtim 1928, he wj-, ai thri time Vice- 
President of the Tiqadtium party of Abdul Muhsin 
Saidmi, Minister of Gtmimii mentions and Works 
under Nun Pasha 1931. 

He was Mutasarrif of Kirkuk in 1932 and of Rut 
in l l >35. Vasin g| HashJmi dismissed him in 1936 
and his nexi Government appointment was as Iraqi 
Charge d'A flames at Jedda in 1939. He spent some of 
ihr interval in Palestine, interesting himself in the 
Arab cause. Consul-General at Jerusalem 3 941; 
Minister at Jeddu E942 to 1945; Director-General of 
Public Works 1946; Iraqi Minister at Amman 1947, 

He -peaks a little English and is friendly to the 
British. He ss of bo political importance. 

66 , ianii! af Lrfab 

Born about 1907, of a long-cste blissed Bagdad 
family, Sunni Educated at Bagdad Law College, 
whence he >:iduittd in mo, and studied for a short 
time 4i the London School of Economics, On his 
return he edited a w-rekh legal journal. He joined 
the Iraqi Judicial Service 19,13 and served as a Judge 
in Hi I la, Diwamya. Nasiriya and Jr: : t Juef 

Magistrate ami President of the Elocution Dtpre- 
ment, Bagdad, 

__ Deputy (or Day ala 1947. Vice-Presideru of the 
Chamber ol Deputies 194 V Founder-member and 
memh-jf of i he Central Committee of Ntiri Said's 
Constitutional Unity Party, December 1949, Minister 
without Portfolio in charge of Auqaf Affairs under 
Tati6ij| Suwetdi. 1950, 

He is a protect of Ahmad Mukhur Urban, without 
much personal influence. 

67, Jamil A VVadi 

Bagdad Sunni, hern in 1S91; elder brother of 
Shakir ai Wadi i.y O. Educated at the Law School 
in Coiistaniinopb, he was Public Prosecutor in Adana 
and later, during the lArst World War a Legal 
Adviser in the Turkish Army. 

After employment with the Syrian Nationalist 
Government he returned to Iraq in 1920, entered 
Gov eminent sen ice in 1921 and was appointed a 
Judge in 1923. 

Director of Tapu, [93L, Minister of Justice under 
Najt Shaud&t I9J2 35; Director-Oenera-I of Slate 
Domains 1933: Chief Public Prosecutor 1934; 
Direct or-GeneraI of Post- and Telegraphs 1935 
Principal Private Secretary m the Palace 1937; 
Director-General of Tapti 1933, of [.and Settlement 
1938 41, and again of Tapu from |94| to 1945, 
When, he was placed on pension. 

Dishonest and corrupt, whilst in office, he has lived 
quietly iin comfort since bis retirement 

6M. JclMHD Mtfun 

Armenian Catholic, born in M.udin in I&88 
f JucjScd i‘i M.irdm, he lived in Ddr a Zor from 
19,'is i Lf e 1 >10 and again look refuge there in 1917 
*her» mher members of his famlls were massacred 
by the [arks. He was employ ad in the customs in 
Weir l'z Zor in |9[fi and in Bagdad from 1919 to 
1920. 

workiigletr some time is clerk m an hotel 
he reund a job with Rafaruq Ghannam | tf.v.) on the 
s: -paper ,Ji ttuq, and in 1929 he went into partner' 
ship with Rafail! Butt! b/.r.t to publish At Riiad arid. 
W *' \khibir His as.soL-c.i1.ion with Butti 

crcl-J m |939. and in 1941 he restarted At Akhhgr 
on his 'w ri account with Mahmud Vbdul Kerim 
tn ri a% editor. 

Mi affable man with pro-British sympathies, he 
refu-wd Geniunr.rT.t5 to publish aflli'Jttridi ankb 
in [940 but be 1% nor in a position to resist stro-ng 
P’linciS ttinrent*, as was seen after the rejection t>r 
the Portsmouth Dean. Neverihelcsv At Akhhar is 


one of the more moderate and reputable Iraqi news- 
paper- and Jebran, who now owns j press, has done 
better out of journalism than most Iraqi publishers, 

64, Kamil Chaderchi 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom 1901. Half-brother of 
Raoul: Chaderchi b/.iM. His lather was exiled tn 
t92<) and he accompanied him to Istanbul where lie 
studied medicine for a year. 

On returning in Iraq lie studied law and graduated 
from the Ballad Law College in about [925. when 
he was appointed lo a, minor position in the Ministry 
of Finance Became Private Secretary to Vasin a I 
Hashimi in 1929. and icfl officii! employ mem soots 
after to edit AI fkita af Waiani the organ Of Yasin 
Push’s party of i'iat nadie. In {he early Ws he was 
av-n-ciated -.v nh the Ahaii group with" Mohammed 
Hadid. Abdul Fettah Ibrahim and Abdul Under 
fsniail and started the newspaper Sunt af AtiaiL 
which has continued with some mierruptioti and 
changes of name ever sine;. He wn$ convicted under 
the Press Law in 1934 and arrested in the same vear 
for publishing pamphlets against King Ghari'but 
released for lack of evidence. 

The Ahaii group wm privy to the Bekr Sidqi 
amp d Elm against Yavin. a I Hash mu in 1936 and 
Kami! became Minister of Economics and Commerce 
in the Cabinet formed by Hikmet Sucaiman. He 
resigned in June 1937 because of the increasing 
influenc - ol the Army He later formed the Demo¬ 
cratic Party with Mohammed Hadnl Majid Mustafa 
■lid Nikniet Su Ini man which had little success. He 
refuseJ to enter Nuri_Said's Cabinet in 1943, In 
1946 he formed the National Democratic Party, which 
voluntarily suspended activity in [948, hut resumed 
in 1950, Born in 1946 anti 1947 he was prosecuted 
on Press Law churc.es. 

Kamil is n muridfe-toaded idealist who holds pro¬ 
gressive social democratic views with complete 
sincerity, but he is incapable of trarusfjiting these 
views into n consistent polie., suitable to Iraqi con- 
d it ions, the potir succc-s of die National Democratic 
Paris is largely due lo his fack of leadership and 
organising abiliiy. Fie K an unrelenting opponcru of 
Nuri Said, 

Formerly u rich landlord, he has now sold much 
of his [and and is no longer wealthy. He speaks verv 
little English, 

7H, KluiJil I small 

ba grind Sunm, of an obscure fa mils of Indian 
origin, IJorrt 1903, Educated at the Bagdad Law 
College, he held various position# in the Minbtfv ol 
hilcrior from 1925 to i9J2. 

Secretary of the Cabinet 1932-35, Appointed 
Dircciiir-GeneraJ of Jm> rior 1935; of Education 
|43f-. for Furcign Allairs 1937 Mutasarrif of Amara 
1937- 38, 

Appointed DireCtor-GenosJ of Interior 1938; of 
AwqaF 14-lb, ,,l Census |9I|; of Revenues 1942; of 
hitmnce 1043; and of Customs aa^d Excise 1945. 

In November 1948 be was made I Aider-Secretary 
m charge of the Ministry of Finance during Mu^ahim 
al Paebachis Government. In JmtuaD' 1949 he 
became Minister of finance under Nuri Said and 
lidd this post until the whole Cabinet resigned in 
autumn l ,; 49. He Iwcautc Dcpmj j for Atfinra in a 
by-election in March ] L 49 , 

A competent though ponderous official or the old 
schiml. While Minister of Finance he gave the 
nppejmncc of l>cing friendly and Co-operative, hut his 
li ihi i or distorting facts was apt to lead to difficulties 
Both during and after his period of office he was 
■-“• -f-N acL-i 1-4^1 of corruption ?n a large scale. Speaks 
excellent Fnglivh and prides himself on his feral 
knowledge. 


IS 


71, Khnlil Kantia 

Sunni, born in Felluja about 19115. His family is of 
Turkoman origin. Educated at she American 
University of Beirut, and the Bagdad Law College, 
he entered Government service in 1933 and worked 
mainly in lhe Ministry o! Coinmumcations and Works 
limit r l941. when he supported Bishid Ali Gallam's 
amp ami was consequently interned, 

In 1946 he w-j^ a founder-mem her of the Istiqbi 
Party, hui he resigned from the Party wills a Elounsh 
in 1947 and married o daughter csf Ali Ridha al 
Askeri, thus becoming a relative of Nuri Said. 
riEected Deputy for ilie Dufaini in I5U7. he was not 
returned in the l lJ 48 vlcetionv. Deputy for Dulaim in 
by-elections of June 1950. 

In January 1949 he started the newspaper Al ,-fftr/, 
which is Nuri Said's mouthpiece, tn December 1^49 
he-became foinider-memfear H-if NunN Constitutional 
Union Party and was elected to its Central 
Committee, 

Appointed Minister without Portfolio in Tawliq 
SuweidiN Gove mm cm in February 1 950 to supervise 
pre.ss and ptopagisndu affairs. 

A ereniuTe of Nun Said, he has liutc personal 
influence. He ^pcak'^ some English. 

72, Mahmud Abdul Kerim 

Bagdad Sunni, born about 19UH t) f art obscure 
family. Educated at a Bagdad secondary school, he 
joined the Ministry of Finance in 1927 as a clerk and 
protege of Ibrahim KemyJ. then Director-General of 
the Ministry, 

In 1936 he followed Ebrihim Kemal to the RoyiiE 
Bibt and in I93g u> Cusloms* from which he resigned 
vvith Kemal and worked as j commitsiim apcol 

In E94t he became Arabic editor of the Iraq 
Timex and later in the year cdiior of Af Akhbar. 
tiwncvi by Jebtxin Malkon i^.v .) In (945 he himself 
started n daily called U Diyar which failed and 
ceased to appear in [946, 

lie 3 ijv been Reuter'* correspondent in frac| -since 
1945 and i* also .* correspondent of the Imy Timex. 
Hr visited Engjanel in 1945 with the Iraqi press 
delegation, and in 1946 its press attache lo the Iraqi 
delegation to L .N.O. He is generally a competent 
journalist hut m sometimes u-LirHcsj. in checking his 
fact- He ha-s uken no active pan in politic-. 

He Speaks English well, and in 1946 married a 
London solicitor's daughter. 

73, .Viuhiumf A.glia Hujji KjimiI 

A Kurdish chief of the Piihdef in be of Oal + a Di/a, 
horn about 1900, He is leader of that faction of the 
Pididcr which in strength and local snlluencc among 
tlie Pi/hder and neighbouring triht-> rivals the faction 
led by Babekr Aghu The Iraqa Government 

have not rocogiiiicd hsv claim to paramount leader¬ 
ship of the Pi/hder. 

An active and intelligent min, be has been accused 
by Babek i Aghit of haring coot ret with Communists 
in Azerbaijan, hut there i'. no pr»nC of thi-. He 
professes loyalty to the British connexion. 

74, Mulitmtil Aglia /ihari 

Kurdish chiefiun of the Zibari tnbe cast of Amadia. 
horn about lS c i5 At first a supporter of MuJlu 
VUiHtnfa fi/.r.i, who married his daneliter, he wa.i 
bribed with money and rifles by Mustafa a! Urtiari 
ti/.v,), then Minister of Iniertor, and tvxjk the Govern¬ 
ment side against Mu 11 a Mustafa in l l, 45. 

Since then the Central Government have appeased 
him, He was elected Deputy in 1947 and 194S and 
was awarded the Order of the Rafiduin t'Fasv IV. 
Nevertheless he has continued in be a thorn in the 
flesh of the administrative authorities, and his 
neighbours fear and hate him for his rapine. He is a 


rurlLin and brigand, hut he has influence in tribal 
aides and cannot he ignored, 

75. Mahmud J sheikh Said; Sheikh 

Niird ol t ie ijmily w liareinja Sayyids, Horn 3884 
He inherited from his father considerable religious 
and ;rihx] influence and a tradition oE opposition |o 
kx nsr.il uuihority. hi Otiomm litni:^ lie was notorious 
for his oppression and rapacity, 

He w as appointed Hukumdur of SulaunauJya and 
Liiv cit Rt f!>$N ,rdv iyers in Decembcr 19i9. In June 1919 
he attempted to throw ofl British control but was 
defeated, wounded and condemned to death, i'he 
sentence was vommulcJ uud he was, imprisoned in 
India, He vvais again appoirued Hukumdar in August 
S922 hut soon began to trv [o cxccnd his personal 
power. He wav -utnnioned to LJaedad in February 
1923 but took to the mountains with his personal 
foilowi: o and renwineJ an cmbaTTassmcni to the 
auihoriue. until his surrender in 1930, From |93| 
to 1941 Sic was in forced residence ai Nasiriya. 
Ramidl md EJaedad. 

In 1941 he eseaped to Kurdistan and prepared to 
oppose Rashid Alt's unoonstituUona! Govemmcnl by 
for.. Since the collape of Rashid AEiN rebellion he 
has lived In semi-retirement Dari Kclb in Rufrian 
iwar Sufainianjya , 

He is vtiil very- influential in Subimapiy* and causes 
the local authorities some trouble. 1 Ic hnles all Arabs 
and holds llie Baedad Government in contempt. He 
has three %ons, Rattuf, 13aha Alt (q,y.) and Latif. 
He spealo, Turkish and Arabic in addition to 
Kurdish. 

76. VEabtnatl StthhJ Datteri 

Sunni of Bagdad, tK.sm 1890 at Kerbala. where 
father was Public Prosecutor. He received hi 1 ' 
primary education ip Bagdad and wj- a school 
teacher for a ‘■hori lirtie Ht entered Bagdad Law 
Sc brio!, 1909 and completed his studies in Istanbul 
where lus father was transferred about 1910, He 
remained in Istanbul until 1921 and aejuried some 
small icpntfition as a writer in literary periodicals. 

Leg 1 1 advj cr to the Bagdad Municipality 1921-22; 
[>eputy 1925: Amin at Asima 193dtLna again in 1933 
Principal of the law School l l J3U Director-General 
of F.ipu 1932, .Senator 1937 to 1944. 

Minister vt Justice under Nuri Said December [93g 
ro February 1940; Minister for Foreign Affairs also 
under Nuri 1943. 

Mahmud Suhhi ri well-off. owning Eund on the 
Tier re in .A/i/neh Nahiyn as well aj< house property 
in Buy lad. The ilBtionahSTn af his youth has worn 
oil and he is now out of politics and Iricnd.^ uuh 
everyone. He much enjoys social life and the iound 
ol hi- own voice. He -peaks Turkish and some 
French, 

77. Mub rut at HadJidlraL Sheikh 

Sunni Arab, bam about E&96. In 1927 he 
succeeded his famous: father, Kahad Bee, a* chief of 
the Araafat (Anai/ai tribe, heduin or the south- 
w csiern Jeset i of Iraq, 

IF- father was uiKOnipromhiagJy wo-Bnitsh. but 
MahTut bav tried to mumLiin good relations with the 
Iraqi Government also. He is not highly respected in 
Bagdad, however. 

In, 1940 he contracted for the supply of labour on 
the Haifa-HagilmJ road, bui during Ra-lnd AhN 
rebellion m 1941 some of his tribesmen got out. of 
control and looted the road camps. During the war 
he engaged in profitable smuggling, particularh of 
arms, from Palestine. 

Hre Rit/j/JL estate, west of Kcrbalir, was expro¬ 
priated for :he Abu Dibre reservoir tn 1944-45, and 
out of the h:y‘i ccutipeuv.iUon he received Muhrui ha*; 
since bought other estates near Ketlxala. 















Justly proud of his pedigree. Mahrui ba:> more of 
thv avarice than of the generosity characteristic of tbi; 
bcimn. Irtiemcjy hik'd in Shiite Kcrbalj. he is often 
held up hy Iraqis as an trample of the poor son of a 
itnc father. He respect* I Pie British. 

78. Majiil Mu Enifa 

Kurd of hukumaniyu, born about 1843, An officer 
in the Turkish Amy during the First WorkJ War, he 
remained pro Turkish for some lime jnd later became 
an acitvi Mjppnner of Sheikh Mahmud (ij r r.). 
Appointed Mudir Nahiya 3 9J.7, Qamtmaqam 
3"-:\7R 35: Mmniimf 1915-41; He was on able 
admmistrator 

Hls attitude dunng Rashid A Iris rebellion in 1441 
^Ji equivocal, and He forfeited the trust of both sides. 
Oi' the Regent's return m Bagdad he was suspended 
for tour years for having complied with Rashid Ali i 
order*. 

Nevertheless m December 1^43 die Regent rclue* 
11 filly agreed to hi-s appointment as Minister without 
Portfolio to advise on Kurdish jli.iirs in Nuri Said's 
Government. He achieved a peaceful settlement with 
MuLki Mustafa of Bar/in in January | L ?44. hut 
resigned with the whofc Cabinet in June 19-14. 

Majid that wem irtio business and ho* prospered. 
His wide interests include u marble quarry near 
Kowindif/ and he has recently been enquiring into 
the possibility of getting British financial hacking 
for a scheme to develop the mineral resources of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Able ami tnidhpru, Majid r§ stiff influential in 
Northern Iraq, but he shows no signs of wishing io 
return to politics. 

7?. Mur Shiniun 

Kshat Mar Shtmun XAIIlrd, Patriarch of the 
Assyrians. Bom about 3 909. he succeeded m the 
patriarchate in 1920 when a child Educated in 
Erv^aud at a seminars' m Canterbury. 

After Jm return to Iraq lie inspired the mu tins of 
the Asiyriart Lcura in 1932 and the exodus of'the 
Assyrians to Syria in 19.11 which precipitated the 
massacres m Mosul liwa of that year. He was 
deported in 1913 and given avrium in Cyprus, He 
spent the next seven years in Europe, mostly in 
England and Geneva, Lrying iu obtain assistance for 
hi- people. G ranted British rnitura lisa lion in 19.39 
ami went to Cyprus* but in 1940 he went to America 
and has since been living in Chicago, inking d full 
pan in intrigues which split the Assyrians both inside 
and outside Iraq. 

Mar SLuniinA aim was to establish (he whole 
Assyrian community in a compact enclave under Ills 
own spiritual and temporal authority. FIts political 
inexperience and overweening ambitions caused his 
people much needless suffering, 

#tk Mnnhid Mukldis 

Sunni, Ixifn about IflSik He served with gallantry 
in the Shcrifkn amiy and was badly wounded. 

He returned lo Bagdad in 1921. after semng in 
Syrij, and joined the extreme Nationalists. As no 
post s-i»uit3 lx: found for him in the Iraq Army he 
was given the AI Hunm estate near Tokrit’and 
settled down to cultivate it, 

He was Muutsarrif of Kerbala in 1923. Since 1925 
he has been a Senator most of the little, and still is: 
bm he was President of the LFiambtr of Deputies 
from 1937 lo 1941. He was bitterly hostile to Bckr 
Sid’ri s o mp d £tat of L93(i and Lo the .succeeding 
Govcrmcnt of Hi km at 5u Laima n, and an attempt was 
m ide lo assassinate him early in 1937, Bckr Sklqi's 
ai.!e>-«k*c-imp were suspected. 

Formerly an impulsive nationalist with pan-Arab 
sentiments, Man did luu in recent jears become an 
habitual drunkard. He has li|Llg influence left. 


til, 31iiiifl'.bt| at Alusi 

. Sunni of Bagdad, bom about 1394, Educated in 
France, he re tamed io Bagdad in 1926. 

Professor j! the Law School 192 6 . Director 

(jLiicrid Ministry of Foreign Affair* E92S, He with¬ 
draw to rk'iriJt after a quarrel with the Minister 
Abdullah DamEupi in 1930, He accompanied 
.Nuri S.Hid to Mecca to negotiate the Iraqi-Ncjd Bon 
Vriumge agrecmjm in 1933. Became judicial 
Adviser m I bn Saud 1 1 »32. Returned to Bagdad 1933 
and held positions in the Iraqi Foreign Senior at 
3 diF.ui. IGirut jtid Bom bat He was dismissed from 
the FoTcign Service in 1937. reinstated in 1939 :ar id 
served at Paris. Damascus and Istanbul. He was 
rtyaiiej in November 1941 and again dismissed iq 
Since then I bn Sand has befriended him and 
□ 'jri him on occasion. En 1949 he sent him to 
Syria io man cue against I raqi-Sy rian union. 

Muaffuq j unprincipled adventurer. He drinks 
heavily and his habits are unsavoury. 


82. M Eid halt it r Ahmad 

Sunni, born in Hitk in IS99 Educated in Bagdad 
he was an officer in the Turkish army. 

Gazetted Assistant Commandant of Police m 1921, 
he was promoted Commandant in 1932. After" a 
course at the Bmmugharn Citv Police School lie was 
appointed principal sir the Inspectors' Training School 
and thereafter held several appointments on the head¬ 
quarters staff of the police As Director of the CT.D, 
after RusIulj All s rebellion he enforced energetic 
unti-Na/i measures His reputation in the police was 
high, 

Director-General ur Civil Defence 1941 43 
Muraramf of Rlimadi m3; Basra 1944 45 . Mosul 
19 J(i l Bagdad 1946-43, He was allotted some of 
the blame for police action against the January 1948 
demonstrations and was removed (o the AdminUtra* 
Live Inspectorate in March MS. He was appointed 
Mayor of Bagdad in 1949, and in 1950 refused the 
Difce'orjtcAietieral of Pnfice in succession Il> ,-\ 3 i 
Hci.i/i (cjf.v.L 

Appointed Honorary O BT. for war services 1946, 

lie is a polished and pipulur man. a keen sport** 
man. and a reliable official To the British he is 
friendly and co-operative. He is rehicd through Itis 
mother to Nuri Said and lo the Askari familv. and 
his wife, who appears in public, is a Partow. He and 
his wife speak good Hnalisli ind Turkish and some 
French. 


83. Mnhanmic-ff \U Mahmud 

Sunni of Bagdad, born 1895.. Educated Bagdad 
Law Sch^d inti cmployc.1 in the Ministry of Justice, 
in which he rase to become Director General Ho 
afsii held pLwt of Dirocior-General Tapu and in 1935 
was :e member of the Court, of C dsnvijon. 

Deputy for Diyalri in the Parliament .if 1935 and 
for Frbil in those of 193b ;-rul 1937. Minister Of 
Finance rn Hikmat Su'aimanV re-formed Cabinet of 
1937. 

He was Munster of Commaimcations and Works in 
Radiid Alt’s unconstitutional Cabinet of April 1^41 
Drt its collapse he fled to Persia but way landed over 
to the British in September |941, He wus interned 
m Rhodesia and sent Nick (n Iraq iri 1944. where he 
was tried and sentenced to five years" imprisonment, 
but released in 1947. 

His daughter is nmrrted to a sort of JaYar at 
Askar5 and orobflMy because of ihi* connexion he 
joined Nuri Pasha* constitutional party iri 1949. 

He has only just emerged into social life. He 
appears to he an intellicertt and reasonable man and 
to be feeling his way carefully back into pLihiics. 
He speaks no English 
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84, Mu ha muted llasvun kubba 

Slua oi Bagdad, born 1891 and educated locally. 
In 1913 he became a teacher of Arabic ai the German 
School in Bugdad. After the occupation he set up 
in commerce tit a small way. He entered the Law 
School m l93n and as a sludenl was associated with 
the nationalist activities of Jafar Abu Timtnau. He 
graduated in 1923 and joined Government service. 
Judge at Suwaira 1927, at Kadbmt.uri 19 L legid 
draftsinaii in the Ministry of Justice 1 43s. 

Deputy 1 <J 44 and President of the Chamber 1947. 
Senator from July 1947 and Vice-President of the 
Senate December 1947, Minister for Social Affairs 
under Nuri Said I94.C he retained this portfolio rn 
llic iuccccdiffg Government of Hu nidi Pacludu. but 
reigned to become President of the C hamber. Mini¬ 
ster of Justice under Arahad a! Cniari 1946 and again 
in E94S under Muzahim al Pachachi Miftislcr of 
Justice undci Auri Saitl January [ 949 . 

A weak individual who would never have become 
,i Minister had he been born a Sunni. He wished lo 
rtsicu from Arshad’s Cabinet in 1946 owing lo the 
Prime Minister’s interference with the courts, but a 
word from the Regent restrained him. He is pleasant 
and friendly and proud of hi* erudition in Shariyn 
taw. He speaks no English, 

85, Mil hum mail HusmiIo 11 ail id 

Sunni, bom 1906 Lfcf a merchant fasiuly of Mosul, 
Educated at American University, Beirut. 1924 to 
1928, and London School of Economic* 1928 lo I9 jI. 

Employed in the Ministry of Finance 1931 i> > 1437: 
Deputy for Mosul 1937; Minister of Supply under 
Nuri. PusEui itl 1446. he resigned from this Govern* 
menl in protest ugainM Government interference ilt 
ihc elections. 

He v%- 9 s a prominent member of th? ’KHtalled Ahali 
Group in the first half Of the i 930 's. This group 
advt>caicJ a mild form of social hm, Some of iLv 
members later became communists. In the later "30s 
he wa '■ associated with Kami! Chadcrchls Demo¬ 
crat k: Party amL was one of the founder members of 
the Natiortiil Democratic Parts in 1946 He ss Vice- 
President of (his party winch suspended activity in 
Pt48 bui resumed in 1 950. He resigned his seat in 
the Chamber in 1950 wifft [he rest of the opposition 
deputies in protest against the intolerance of the 
Government and of Nitri Said\ majority party 

Apart rrotn his political activities he has large 
burins interests and is ,i partner with Kamil 
Khedairi in a nourishing soap business which exports 
lo India and Egypt. 

Mohammed H idid is an intelligent and sincere 
democrat, an effective speaker and n persuasive 
w-fiier, but he has not made the intellectual effort 
required to transform (he id«is he learned .<( the 
L<im1on School of Economics into a suitable policy 
for Iraq, Umil this is done he asid hm kind are likely 
to remain in sterile opposition. Although a nafforulrii 
and :iti outspoken critic ol British mffuence in lram 
he is friendly to us and has a number of British 
friends He speaks excellent English 

Kh. Muliuniniad Huo>ain ,d k;iv||i[ al Ghifa 

The most important Arab Shiu mu lI:i hid of Najfit 

Bi^rn between ISSO and 1890 of a large family of 
Najaf. he was educated in the religious schools of 
MtjaL and is said u« lsc very learned in Shi'itc law 
and ibeoEog;, He has published i pfulat book on 
the origins and dex 1 trine of the S.liiu 

Be was Iraqi delegate to the Modern Conference 
ut Jerusalem in 1931, and has since visited Persia. 
In, 1935 he played a prominent part in the Euphrates 
tubal insurrections against Vasin al Hashimi’s 
Government, hoping thereby U> secure for the Shin a 
nritc-r hare in ihc Government of Iraq After me 

41016 


defeat of the tribes he withdrew to the silence of 

biujaf. 

Suspected m 1939 of accepting money fmm the 
German Legation to foster aruL-'fSitiLs.li feeling, lie 
issued a fat via stgamsT the British during Rashid All’s 
rebeffinn in 1941, but recanted after Rashid Ali's 
deled! and managed to rehabilitate himself very 
quickly. HE nephew Ahmad was, however, interned 
from 1941 to 1944- 

Honoured by all Iraqi Shia.s, SliciMt Mohammed 
Hussain stil! has some influence with die tril.KS of 
Southern triq. A fosy. incerutnMe man and a bc’rri 
intriguer, he maintains relations with several 
Shi’itc pohiieintis, Hu- hates, Commuiurt Russki, but 
will never forgive ii l o I3ntish for iheir policy in 
Palestine- 

87, Mtihatnrnud Mahdi kubba 

Bom ;ibi.>Lti 19U0 of the well-known Bagdad Shia 
f;iniil\ of Kubiio, he was educated in the religious 
seminary al Nbj&f in Grammar. Persian and 
theology. 

.Viler [he First VS'orld War he engaged in quite a 
humble way in die textile trade in common with 
other members of his family, He never held Govern¬ 
ment office of any kiiid urnLl 1948, although he wav 
once a Deputy for Bagdad in 3 937. 

He was a member of the Nationalist Moth anna 
Club from its foundation and wio helped into 
politics by ,i Id Urn member Dr. Jamah (t/.t 1 .). He 
developed" pro-Axis iynipaihtes during a vuui to 
Germany in ihc laic 30's but took no active part in 
[he Rashid All movement 

He w' 4 s made president ot die iMiqUl Party on its 
formation in 1946. probably owing to his Shut 
origin, well-known name, and clean record. His voice 
in its councils is less effective than those of Eaiq 
Samarrai and Siddiq Shcnshai 

Minister of Supply sii the Sadr Cabinet of January 
1948, he resigned in June over the conduct Of the 
elections. However, he became Deputy for Bagdad 
in these elections, hut resigned his seat in protest, in 
common with the rest of the opposition, in Much 
1950, He was re-elected in the by-elections in June. 

An untidy looking man, he has a reputation for 
sobriety and honesty Hss enemies accuse Him of 
folly rather than knavery. Intelligent, but not 
politic illy astute, he only speaks Arabic and Persian. 
He is a strong opponent of British "imperialism," 

88 . Mohammed Kidhu Nhubibi 

Shu of N<q.d, born EJuc.auL^ in tlic religious 
schools of Nejaf- In |9tl(& be began lo publish poetry 
in the Egyptian periodical press and acquired a 
reputation as a literary man He played some pirt in 
tin- nationalist disturbances in Nejaf during the 
occupation. In 19 1 4 he was sum to the Hcjaz by 
some Iraqi nutioruilists so offer the Iraqi throne to 
the Amir Abdullah: ihcnee he went to Syria and did 
not return to Bagdad until 192L 

He was u inmdxT of the Gmslituent Assembly 
and was l>cputy for Bagdad m most Iraqi Parlia* 
nients until 1935, Senator from 1935 to 1943 and 
President nl the Senate for a few months in 1937. 
Ifr returned to the Lowci House in 1943 and wa¬ 
it-; President in 1943-44. He resigned from Part ja¬ 
il icnt with the Opposition deputies in March 1950. 

Minister for E due ark in under Vasin al Hashinu in 
1924, he resigned from thin Government with Rashid 
Ali Gnilarli over the Turkish Petroleum Company 
concussion. Again Minister foi Education in 1935 
under Vasin at Hashimi. usidci Jimiil Msdfni in 1437 
and 1941. and under Moluimmed al Sash in 19413 

A genial old bigot whore views on education are 
strongly reactionary Politically he is allied with 
Nftsr.rt al l arisi h;. v i and bitterly opposed to Nuri 
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Pasha and Saleh Jabr, He is a strong, critic of British 
influence in Iraq, but he ■> personally friendly to 
kjiglishjnitrtr t ie speaks no English, 

&)» M'rfiinuiiacl a l Sadr iSayM) 

Shia of KadhUroin, bom about 1885. Educated in 
religious circles, at Kadhimam. 

He was a .strong nationalist in (he cart) days of 
the British occupation and took an active part in the 
insurrection of L92Q, He fled to Syria after its sup¬ 
pression and returned with King Faisal m June 1921. 

Appointed Senator in 1925. He was president of 
the Senate from 1929 to 1937 and again after a short 
interna] from l HJ 37 eo 1943, E H- hj.s seven[ limes been 
a member of the Regency Council during the Re gem’s 
ah.senees from Iraq. Prime Minister Janu&rv to June 
1948 

Muhammad al Sadr's political importance is due id 
his religious prestige and his nationalist past. For 
these reasons he is always consulted at moments of 
crisi-. hut Ills weakness, ignorance and incapacity were 
amply proved by his tornf failure as Prime Minister 
to restore normal conditions after the disturbances 
in Bagdad w inch removed Saleh Jabr and secured the 
rejection of the Portsmouth Treaty in January [948. 

90. Muhaill tiled Salim tl RacJhj 

Sunni, bom Bagdad 1899. He was educated in 
Bagdad, the American University of Beirut and the 
Universities of California and Texas, from which he 
obtained doctorates in Agriculture and Science. 
Returning to Iraq in [926 he joined Lhe Department 
of Agriculture, in which he eventually became, and 
reclamed ?..n- several years, Director General, 

Director-General of Labour in Use Ministry of 
Social Affairs, 1946. Iraqi Minister in Tehran, 

1947 4 L >, Vppointed first Iraqi Minister io India, 
July 194*. 

He is a landowner and ss connected with the 
wealthy Shaba tutor family. His reputation in the 
Department of Agriculture was good, but as Minister 
in Tehran he wu> not popular with the Persians. Iraqi 
Shias accuse him of being a fanatical Sunni. He and 
hi'- attractive wife both speak English well, 

91. MuJJa Musfufa 

Kufdivh chieftain of Rar/an. brim about 1898. 
Younger brother of Ahmad of Uarran fa.vv). 

He was the lighting leader of the Burcanti in the 
troubles of 1931 -32. surrendered wiih Sheikh Ahmad 
in 1933. and was banished to Sulainumivi, where he 
lived for ten years in poverty on a small allowance 
from [he Government. 

In 1943 he escaped to Barzan. where he soon 
became involved m skirmishes W'iih the Iraqi police. 
At first concerned only with his own position, he Liter 
began io pose as a chanipUm of Kurdish nationalism 
anti woe much Kurdish sympathy and support. He 
resisted successfully lhe forces of pnJiee and troops 
senl against him In, January P>44, a settlement was 
arranged. and he visited Bagdad to make submission 
to the Regent Returning to Rur/un + he remained 
test less, l nil was formally pardoned in April 1945s 
when die Iraqi Government announced a programme 
Fur improving security und developing agriculture in 
the Bar/an area 

Becoming impatient, he again took up arm* against 
the Government in August £945, Large Iraqi forces 
urd clever bribery administered by Mustafa al Utnari 
fa r ) eventually defeated the Barra nlis, and he and 
hi h brother Ahmed lied 10 Persia, where ihcy were 
well received by ihe Russian authorities. 

After (he collapse of the Persian Kurdish inde¬ 
pendence movement led by Oa/i Mohammed. Mtllfa 
Mustafa and his brother retired before (he Persian 
forces and entered Iraq in May 3947, .Sheikh Ahmad 
surrendered to the Iraqi Government but Mu Ha 
Mustafa refused unconditional surrender and 


managed Jo escape w itJi a few hundred men through 
Turkey and Azerbaijan iniu the Soviei Lmuu. 

Ae lion welcomed by the Russian authorities, but 
now. it is said, despised, the Mullu remains in the 
U-S.S.R Popular fear of lies eventual return keep;-, 
his name alive in Iraq. 

92, Mush Sliuhundur 

Sunni of Bagdad. bom 1899, the son ot a wealthy 
landowner. His brother Ibrahim is ,i prominent 
Bagdad merchant. Educated in Bagdad and m 
Switzerland, he was in Europe ferns [918 io 1932, 
mostly in Switzerland and Germany. 

Joined the Iraqi Foreign Service, 1932. Secfletarv 
"i Iraqi delegation u> lhe League of Nation-, 193?: 
First Secretary. Berlin,. 1935. In 1937 he was ciccus^d 
of giving certificates of export to Iraq for munitions 
destined for Spain. He was recalled and arrested, 
bur proceedings against him were dropped. 

Deputy for .Amaru 1937 to L939, 

Reappointed to the Foreign Service 1939 and sent 
to Berlin us charge d’affaires. Assistant Director* 
General in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. October 
1.939. Minister for Foreign Affairs in the uncoastilu- 
tional Government of Rashid Mi in April 1941, He 
rkd to Persia after Rashid All’s collapse, but was 
caught and iwarned in Rhodesia and Inter sent back 
to Iraq tor [rial. He was sentenced in 1944 to five 
years' imprisonment and sequestration of property, 
Ow mg to tlMieallh he did not serve all his sentence 
Hl- has been free since I LJ 47 and in 1 L *49 be joined 
Nuri SuidV Constitutional Union Parly and was 
appointed Minister at Damascus. 

Musa Shabundar is not a strong personality He is 
intelligent and accommodating, an official rather than 
a politician. He is married io a Lebanese and speaks 
English French and German. 

93, Mustmi’a ui Lmnri 

Sunni of the Omari family ut Mosul, Born in 1893 
tmd educated at the Bagdad Lew School, he served as 
an officer sn the Turkish fences in Mesopotamia in 
the first world war and was taken prisoner. 

He entered Government service a| the end of the 
war. served as Gaimrtuqam and Mutasamf in several 
districts and also held the posts of AeeOUnta.nl- 
Gcuerjl and Director‘General of Interior. 

He ius Minister of Interior under Hikmai SuLuman 
in 1437: under Jamil Matlfai. 1937-38 nnd in 1941: 
tinder Hamdi Pachachi, J944-4fi and under Muzalmn 
Pachachi in 1948. He Inis also been Minister Of 
Justice under Miidfui in late 1938. of Economics under 
Mu hm mi I’d as, Sadr, January- June (948 (Acting 
Interior from March J94X onwards), and without 
Portfolio muter Murahmi at the end of 1948, He has 
been a Senator since 1937. 

Of alt Iraqi Politicians and officials Musiato is 
proh^hly the most notorious for corruption. He is 
oJ*o one of the most capable administrators and most 
astute politicians in the country. He may tie said to 
exhibit Lhe best and the worst features of the Ottoman 
idea Of Government, His administration during E94J 
and his conduct of the 1948 elections aroused severe 
criticism, but he served his country well during the 
Bar/ant troubles of 1945, when his wdI-directed 
bribery wits of great assistance to itie Iraqi forces 
operating against Mufla Mustafa, 

94, Vlu/nhim Amin a I Pachathi 

Sunni of Bagdad, born IftffS, Educated at the Law 
School in Bagdad and graduated in 1912. Before the 
|9|4 war he was a strong Arab nationalist. Fie wrote 
for Arab nationalist papers and had to flee to Basra 
in 1913 to escape arrest. After the war he was 
employed as n magistrate by the occupation authori¬ 
ties in Basra and returned to Bagdad in 1927, 

He joined Government service in March 192? and 
became Minister of Communications and Works 
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under Vasin ai Halburn in 1924. In 1927 he was sent 
to London as Iraqi Diplomatic Agent, returning in 
L928. Minister of Leo nannies and Communications 
under Nuri Pasha. January 193 L and almost immedi- 
ately after Minister of Interior in the same Govern¬ 
ment. He resigned in October 1931 because of 
differences whin his colleagues over his dismisaaJ of 
the .Amin at Asima, Mahmud Subhi Da flan. In May 
1932 he was charged with complicity m the circulation 
of scurrilous letters about the King. He was tried 
and acquitted in October E932 

IrauL Minister at Rome and Permanent Iraqi J l- ic- 
gate at Geneva, 1934; Minister at Paris. 1.939: he 
remained there as Minister to the Vichy Government 
and did not return when Iraq broke off relations in 
November 1941 but Went instead to Rome, In 1944 
he went to Geneva and sought facilities to return to 
Iraq, which were refused. He evemnulls returned m 
November 1445. 

Prime Minister. June 1948 to January 1949; deputy 
prune Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs under 
.AfiJawdal. December 1949 to February HJU. He wus 
appointed Senator in 1948 but the appointment was 
held to bz constitutionally invalid by a High Court 
in 1950. He left Iraq for Egypt and Saudi .Arabia .to^t 
be!ore the issue vd till.-, derision. The Regent is 
unlikely to agree to his early return to office. 

Muzahirn’s character presents some eoutradiciloD. 
He is a strong nationalist and resents ” impcxiflHsni ” 
deeply. Hut he has been much influenced by the Social 
Democratic ideas which he has encountered during 
his prolonged residence to Western Europe He is 
often reasonable, but can be stupidly obstinate. 
Politically courageous at Eimes. at others he gives up 
without ;t struggle, His ideas on general policy arc 
sensible, but as a political iaclician He is inept. He 
hares Nuri Pasha and strongly resents his influence 
With the Regent. This lias led him to criticise the 
latter indiscrcelty on occasion. He is veri deaf, but 
speaks good English, 

95, Nadhif Shnwi 

Sunii], originally of (he L : baid tribe. Born Bagdad 
1887. Educated at the Military College, Istanbul, 
and gazetted an officer in the Turkish army in 19Q9, 
He served in Syria in the Turkish Coastal Defence 
Sorccs throughout the first world war. Afterwards he 
joined King VaisalN army in Syria and fought against 
the French al Maisaloun in 142U. 

After the expulsion of Falsa! From Syria he relumed 
to Bagdad and fur some years was a secondary school 
teacher, During this period he graduated from the 
Bagdad Law School. 

He joined the Iraqi army in 1927. In 1935 he 
attended army manreuvres in Enelfetiil. and on his 
return was given command of the Iraqi Staff College, 
Brigadier and Assistant C.G.S., 1937: retired. 1939. 

Minister of Defence under Jamil Mudfai. June to 
October 1941. Deputy for Dulaiin. 1943 to [947. He 
was described as a pleasant but colourless Miiiistci, 
und he has taken no active part in politic- for several 
years. 

96, Vi dim Shakir al Nelutehi 

Sunni of Bagdad, born I4|4. Nephew of [he Late 
Haiiuij Pachachi and oF Mu/uhim Pachatrhs fa.r.h 
Educatcd at Victoria College, Alexandria and London 
Uoiverahy, 

Returned to Bagdad in 1938 and was appointed to 
the Ministry of Economics in which he rose to be 
DirectooGencmt by 1944. 

1ft was a member of the Iraqi Delegation to the 
Gulled Nations in PH6 and visited London and 
America in 1948 to try to obtain support for the 
proposed Iraqi Oil Retinerv al Baiji. Ib S^? fl be 
quarrelled with his Minister, Phia Jaafar and 
tendered Ins resignation 
41016 


Naibm has not a very 1 strung personality bin he 
an exceptionally intelligent ami competent official 
whose rapid ri.se wa^ not entirely due to the influence 
of His family He n friendly and co-opeiaiisc nod has 
up to the presto! shown no sign* of wishing to enter 
politics. In addition to his official position ihc is ;t 
landowner and farmer on a large scale He divorced 
his first wile la Pachaehil in 1447 in order to marry 
a cabaret artiste. He speaks excel lent Enidisli, 

97. Dr, N«jt A^il 

Bagdad Sunni, burn abom 1895. A graduate ol the 
Cunstaiuinopie Medical School in Ottoman Limes, h^ 
first became prominent in 1922 u> semi-official 
Hush Unite representative in Lsindon, Alter Ibn 
Sattd's conquest of the Tlcjaj lie bceame destitute and 
was deported to Iraq in 1925, 

Employed in the traqt Military Medical Service 
from 1926. lie was appointed Iraqi Consul-General 
and charge d'affaires in Jidda in 1931 and transferred 
to Mohammerah in 1932, Acting Director-General of 
Foreign Affairs 1433-34; Counsellor in Tehran 143S; 
Master of Ceremonies at the Palace 1936. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs under Hikunu Sulai- 
nutn 1936-37. he went in.10 retirement after that 
Cabinet's resignaiitw until 1944, when he was 
appointed Director^Gcwsrai of Antiquities. Appointed 
permanent Iraqi deiti/ate to line l ; nited Nationv 
Organisation by the Sadr Cabinet in February 1^48, 
he was recalled in June 19+8 and relumed to the 
Antiquities Department. 

A polished and intelligent but ponderous nian, he 
is nol now on close terms with the leadinp politiciam. 
He began well in the Antiquities Depart mem but Later 
his work was affected by bis personal financial diffi¬ 
culties, lie -Hpeaks English well 

m Naji Shaukui 

Sunni of Bagdad, born I84L brother of Sami 
Shaukiit fai l. ’ Educated Istanbul and became a 
reserve officer in the Turkish Army. Joined the Arab 
revolt at Aqaba in 1916. 

He returned to Bagdad in 19(4 and from 192] to 
3 928 was Mntasamf of various southern liwus, ending 
with Bagdad 1924 -28. 

He first became j Deputy in 1929: Minister of 
Interior under Abdul Mitsui Saudun in i lj _8 uuJ 
again ia 1929; Iraqi MmiMer at Ankara 1930-31: 
Minister >->1 Interior under Nun Said 1931; Prime 
Minister 1932: Minister at Interior under Jamil 
Mudfai 1933; again Iraqi Minister at Ankara 3 914 
In this capacity he accompanied Tauflq Ru^iu Aras. 
the then Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, cm an 
official si sir to Iraq in 1937, He was then ottered 
el portfolio in the Government of lit km ,n Sulaininn. 
hui declined because of his objection to IteU Sidqi_s 
influence. Minister of Interior under Nuri S:nd 1938, 
but resigned in April 1939. Minister of Justice under 
Rashid Alt March 1940. 

After the collapse of France he became a sifotte 
advocate of reinsuring with the Axis and, with R as hid 
Alt's approval* he went to Istanbul in September 
1940 io establish contact with the German 
Ambassador. Herr von Papen, He rcsignnl from the 
GenternnHUt in Jatvuars 1941, buL bct-irnc Mnustci 
of Defence in the unconstitutiunnl cabinet funned 
bv Rashid All m April |94T During the Raslud Ah 
rebellion -in M&v he went to Turkey to try to enh-M 
Turkish support"for Rashid Ali's cause, and remained 
in Turkey after the collapse of the rebellion. He was 
tried in nbreiifiu by court ntarlia! and sen tented to 
fifteen vears imprisunment. He spent the war years 
between Berlin and Rome, receiving a Minister> 
salary from the Reich Government, tn the summer 
t if j945 he was atrested in Italy, sent back to Iraq 
and inn prisoned. 
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He was pardoned by (be Regent in May IMS, but 
has tun )cl returned to social or political life. 

V9. Najrib ul Rani 

Sunni of Bagdad, horn about 1898; brother of 
All rued aS Rawi (q.v.) Educated at ihc Bagdad Law 
School, lie worked for a short time as a dert in itic 
Revenue Department under the British Admin istra- 
imn He has a large practice as a lawyer and was 
President of the lawyers' Association in I M2 and 
again in 1947. 

He entered politics as a pro Lege of Nuri Sard in 
1930'and wj- Deputy lor Duluim in the l J .irbnmcnls 
of ! m. 193*. 1931 1943. 1947 and (MS. He 
reufiwii his seat with the Opposition Otpaiic« in 
Mafdl 1950. 

Minister of Education under T&wliq Suweidi 1946; 
Minister o£ Justice tinder Mohammed id Sadr in 1948; 
Minister of Education in the succeeding Governments 
Os Mu/ahim a I Paehadii, Sort Said and All Jautial, 
J 'a:.. 1948 to February L950. He represented Iraq at 
the Pans Session of 1 .NO. in September. E948. 

Sicca and mondain, he is prominent in social life 
in Bagdad. Politically he is a trimmer and has a foot 
in several camp*, though he k generally regarded as 
primarily a Palace man He r friendly to the 
Butish eonnasion but is rot altogether trustworthy. 
He is married to one of the Daghestan! sisters and 
speaks a little English. 

Ifiti. NlL'.tji a I Fllrisi 

Sunni nf Bagdad, born about 1890. Educated 
Bagdad Law School. 

He was conscripted for the Turkish Army before 
he K id graduated, and served as j warrant officer 
during (Hi? 1914 IS w,it in which he .ciw service 
against the Russians at Hamadan and against the 
British at Kuf 

After the ivjs he completed his Legal studies in 
Istanbul and returned to Bagdad about 1922. 

He vers,-.: ! *. ■SEveral ywo in the twenties as Legal 
dreughtsman in rite Ministry of Justice, 

First Deputy for Bjgdad in 1926 and again in 1932, 
and in most of the Iraqi Parliaments since then. He 
resigned Ms seat with ihc Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950. 

DirecL-iT-General of Foreign Affairs 1935, Iraqi 
delegate at Geneva 1937 to I93S. He was appointed 
fraqi Minister at Ankara in April 1943 out did not 
pieced. In 1945 he was a member of the Iraqi 
delegation at !ian Francisco, 

Minister l>C Finance under Nan Shaukm 1932 and 
again under Jamil MadhU 1933. Minister of 
Economics under Jamil MsdfoL June to October 
194] Minister for Foreign Affairs under Nuri Said 
June to October 1943 fe the Cabinet iff Muhammad 
Sadr of 1948 he was first Minister without Portfolio, 
then Minister of Interior and finally Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 

Nasrat is more of a Turk than an Arab, although 
lie was known as an Arab nationalist in the twenties 
when he was a member of foe Sha'ab party of Yaffil 
:il I lushi itu, He is honest. Intelligent and caution*. 
His, approach to political question* is legalistic nnd 
theoretical. When considering any course of' action 
he tecs the difficulties more efc.irh than the 
.idvantages and is inclined to be obstructive. This 
characteristic made him one of Iraq's worst Ministers 
of Interior. He is a sincere reformer who believes in 
parliamentary democracy and resents the abuse* of it 
which arc normal in Iraq, He resigned from Nuri's 
Cabinet in 1^43 as a protest against the Regent's 
interference in the ejections. The nationalist views 
of his yourtgerdavs have boon moth lied by experience, 
but he is still a firm opponent of what he regards as 
undue British influence exercised through Non and 
the Pa bee. Hi< wife Ls prominent in Ladies’ Red 


Crescent acts vines, and both speak good English. He 
ss personally friendly to the British. 

Itl I. \uri j 1 Qudlii 

Sunni tu Bagdad, bom LS93, Graduated from 
Bagdad Law School in Turkish times, and in 1914 
WdT, a judge in Bum. During the first world war be 
served as a reserve officer with the Turkish forces, 

He joined Iraqi Government service m 1921 after 
serving ,js judge in the Muutaiik under tiie Civil 
Administration, Vice-President of ihc Civil Courts 
in several provinces, including Bagdad, 3 925, and 
MosuL 193? CbivjlorAi=_nera! <ii Waqfs. 1931, Head 
of Legal Drafting Department. Ministry of Justice. 
J936 Director-General Ministry of Justice. March 
19Ju. SccrctaiyAjL-neriiJ iu the Council of Ministers, 
December, 1943, 

He accompanied Nuri Said to Ankara for the 
negotiation of the Iraqi-Turkish treaty of 1946. 
Minister of Education. 1946. under Arshad al Lmari, 
he afterwards returned to his post with die Council 
of Ministers, which he still holds. 

I0L Vuti Sa'id 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom 1888, son of mi accountant 
of Mosul descent. Educated at Military College, 
Istanbul and served in the Balkan war. 

He was one of ihc Founders of the Arab Nationalist 
Society, Al Ahd. in HH3 and joined (he Arab army 
in the Hejutf in 1916, Hk‘ served in this array as 
C.fi.S, under his brother-in-law, Jafar al Askuri. Al 
that i me he wa-. described a.v n good strategist, clescr 
aiu! hand working, hut rash and hot-headed under fire. 
He won the D.5.Q. in ]9]7 and was appointed an 
honorary C M.G. in |9i9. 

After the 1914 war he remained with Faisal in 
Syria and accompanied him to London and Paris m 
1919 and 1920, He Was opposed to Faisals break 
with the French. 

He returned to Bagdad in February 1923 and soon 
after became CG.S and Director-Gcperal of Police, 
retaining these appointments until 1922. 

1 le Juis been nine times Minister of Defence, in 1923 
(Acting), 3 923, 1925, 192*. 192*. 1929 (twice) 1933 
and 1941 i \cting'. in Cabinets herded by Jafar al 
AvkarL Abdul Mutism Sa'adun, Rashid Ali Gailfini 
and himself Nine limes Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
in 19JO. 1933 Etwice i, 1934. 1 L >38 (Actingk 1940 
(Aefingj. J942 (Aclingg in CnbineEs headed by Rashid 
AU Gallant. Jamil Madfui, Ali Jaudat und himsclf 
He hu also hsen Prime Minister iit 3930, 1931, l^jg. 
1939, 1941-43. 19*6 and 1949. 

His achieve meins in diplomacy arc also impressive 
f3<; i egolialed and signed the Angla-lraql Treaty of 
1930; hi negotiated the Ifon VoEsintijic Agreement 
with Nejd and (he Hejoz. 1933. He signed the 
Eintradition Treaty and a Treaty of Commerce rvith 
Turkey in 1932 and negotiated and signed the 
Economic: ami Commercial Treaty wiih Turkey in 
194(S. He represented Iraq at ihc London conversa¬ 
tion* in January 1939, which eventually resulted in 
the issue of the |9?9 White Paper on PaEcsiinc, and 
he led the Iraqi delegation to The United Nations 
General Assembly which decided die pnriition of 
Palestine in 1947. He was a member or ihe Iraqi 
delegation which signed the unrafilled Ponsitnmth 
Treaty with foe United Kingdom in 1948. 

After the Bekr Sitlqi mitiiary coup nf October 1436, 
during which I'afur a I Asian was murdered, Nuri 
retired wiih his fanidy to Egypt. He returned a year 
later after Bckr Sidqi had been murdered and Hikmat 
SiiLamniTs Govcrtimeni had falten. but left again soon 
after ^nd spent most of I93S in Syria, Egypt and 
London, where fie field a number of inconclusive 
conversations with politicians on the Palestine prob¬ 
lem. In December 1938 he relumed to Iraq and 
became Prime Minister as a result of a mdiiiry 
demonstration organised on hi> behalf by Tahu al 
Hashinii and Hussain Fawzi, against (he Govern¬ 


ment of Jumil Madfai. In Jjrtmiry 1941 he resigned 
Irani Rashid All’s Gqvommm, in wfiieh he was 
Minister ior Foreign Altair> s because ot Ra^nid All s 
increasing tncliiuiliun towards the Uu Powers, In 
April 1941. shortly before the army overthrew I aha 
al Hashirm and set up foe unconsiiiuiiona] Govcm- 
ment oL Rashid AU, Nuri wiihdrcw to Transjordan, 
where he remained until he was able to return with 
tlie Regent in June. He beeune Prime Mmistei in 
ihc autumn of ihc same >eai and remained m jxiwer 
until June L94-S. During fob period Itu collaborated 
closely with His Majesty s '\[iibas^asior iu eradicating 
pro-.Nj/i propaganda in Iraq and it was due to his 
initiative thai Iraq declared war on the Avis Powers 
in January 1943. 

He accuinpanicd the Regent mi his navels to 
America and Europe during foe .summer of 1945. and 
10 England in 1946. On bis way home on the second 
occasion he had talks in Syria and 1 urkey m ihc 
hope of removing foe difficulties between these 
countries. 

He formed a Cabinet in November |946 (o carry 
oul elections, and included in it some younger men 
and representatives of the newly formed National 
Democratic and Libera! Parties, Nurih, ideas about 
free elections did ntu agree with th^rs. and they 
resigned after uboul u month protessirsc thru Nuri and 
Saleh Jubr were preparing (o escit undue Govern¬ 
ment influence on the elections. 

Nuri collaborated with Saleh iuhr m eIil- negotiation 
of (he Portsmouth Trtaiy during 1947 and shared 
with hini ihc nationalist resentment which was 
fermented against it in January 1945 . Within a year, 
however, he demonstrated his mastery of the Iraqi 
political scene by returning to power us Prime Minis¬ 
ter in January 1440. He succeeded in improving 
public security and in withdrawing foe army from 
Palestine without incident. He took a very firm line 
with the nrg-jnisiiig committees si: th™ Communist 
Party, five members of which were lumped Flui he 
failed to do much to improve (fie financial 
position of file Government in spite of a personal Msit 
to London. He was much disappointed hy his failure 
to obtain on advance of royalties from the Iraq 
Petroleum Company During [lie trembled period 
which followed Colonel / uni s wup c ffctat in Syria 
in the spring tff 1949. Nuri worked hard, bui usv.ue- 
cessfuHy, for Iraqi-Syriim union. He resigned in 
December 1949. 

In June 19SU he went fo London to scvA advice on 
methods of bringing pressure to bear on ihc I.P.C to 
revise the oil concessions. 

Nuri dominates Iraqi polities. Death nr <vi2c- have 
removed the few pnilniL-ieins iff Iris generation such ai 
S'asin u1 Hjishimi and Rashid Ali GaiEnni who could 
hope to rival him, and of the younger men only Saleh 
Jabr is in his class, His intelligence, vigour and 
courage have not yet he mm lo fail and lie cjsi still 
deal as unscrupulously and ruthlessly with Isis 
enemies as in the past. Nevertheless, his outstanding 
skill in political intrigue and his fearless advocacy of 
the British connexion have made him widely dis¬ 
trusted both inside and outside Iraq, and this has 
prevented him achierving any positive success during 
his Iasi few periods of office. 

His la lent s are in negotiation and politfiral 
Fnanreutre and his interest m Arab jS1 Ul world poli¬ 
tics. His dream k uf ail Arab Kingdom unified ondet 
a Hflihimitc monarch. This kingdom would exclude 
Teypt and Arabia and would be cfosdy allied with 
Grcill Britain. 

He is a pCKir administrator who dismisses internal 
affairs ns “routine" and his lone periods of power 
hive contributed little to Iraqi serial or economic pro- 
grew, Not personaIIv corrupt he mndoncs corrup¬ 
tion in others ilirs son Subah is notorious in this 
respecH itid hi^ nephews and marriage connexions can 
usually count on obtaining Government employ men:, 


He enjoys ins food and Jrmk, lias a keen sense of 
humour and is excellent company Her speaks 
Enginh* German, French and Turkish. 

IU3. Nuruildfo Mahmud 

Kurd, born in Mosul in IS99, Educated in Otto¬ 
man military schools, fie was vonmuUsioiieO m ciic 
Turkish ar my in [417 and in the Iraqi army m 1921. 

A g; a J ante ot Camtwilcy asid Vacua, he was Iraqi 
Military .Attache Lit LoiiUdn in 19,vs arid bi:L-aiite 
Lieuteuant-Cofond in 1937. Promoted Colond in 
1939, he was appointed Ministry of Defence member 
of the Iraqi Spue Railway:, Board, and in 194 i he 
became Director of Military Operations. 

In 1941 he opposed Rashid Ali s rebellion and alra: 
its collapse fie took over command and initiated the 
Anglo-Iraqi armistice. Commander 2nd Division 
(Kirkuk), 194J-43; Aiui^tiiit CG,S„ 1943. v 
Major-General and appomicd ComnLander 1st 
Division fpiwaoiyi). W4. In l 4 Mj he visited the 
Western Desert bulllcftclds, and in !94n lie attended 
the victory celebration.:, in London, in 194S he was 
promoted Lieutenant-General and commanded the 
Iraqi forces in Psilcstine, where he was involved in the 
inter-Arab jealousies, which prevented the establish¬ 
ment of an effective Arab High Command. In 1949 
he returned to command the 1st Division. 

He is probably the best Iraqi General officer. He 
is one of the few with modem militars knowledge 
mid is a capable leader and administrator. Although 
he is an ambitious tnan he docs not dabbk in politics: 
h« enjoys the confidence of the army. Temperate and 
affable, he speaks I nr:fish and Turkish well and his 
sympathies are pro*British. 

104, Katiiil Petros Built 

Christian of Mosul, bom l^H. Educated at the 
Assyrian Urthndox School, Mosul, and at Secondary 
School. Bagdad. He later attended night classes arid 
graduated from the Bagdad Law School, 1929. 

Served in minor pe-sb in die Ministry of Interior 
from 1925 fi> 1929. Contributed to the newspaper 
.4/ Irmj ivhilc vtill an official and after his resignation 
published ,-i J BiltiJ in partnership with Jcbrtm M a Icon 
(q.v.i. A\ a jounmlifit he was consistently anti- 
British, but in Iraqi politics he frequently changed 
sides He supported Ivuri Se»id frvinr 192*1 to 1929, 
with occasional lapses. He siupported ^'a-sin at 
Hashimi from 1430 in 1935, Bekr Sidm 193b lo fo37. 
and Rashid Ali I93S to 1942. He was interned in 
3 942 but rekased in 1943 and resumed publication of 
,4J BUed. He went to Lgypl in 1944 ;ind remained 
there until 1948 

He was Deputy for Mosul in. 1935. for Basra in 
19.19 and for Ikied ad m 194 k. in which vear he 
a i tended the intcr-Farliamentary Conference at 
Rome. He joined thv IstiqLd Pany in 3948 and was 
considered one of its leaders. He resigned from 
foe Majlis with the other Opposition Deputies in 
March 1950 and front the Ktiqlal Party in May, 
because of iis decision to contest the bye elections 
(vcasiotied by the resignations, 

Bull I IS 8. capable and fearless joumalis;t but Ire is 
unscrupulous, venal and quite unreliable. 

105. ELohid Mi id Gallant 

Bagdad Sunni, born I&92. A distant relation of 
the N'aqlb, A \\‘aqf clerk in Ottoman rimes, he fled 
to Mosul w ith the Turks after foe capture of Bagdad 
and practised as a lawyer after the fall of Mosul, 
Appointed judge. 192L he soon showed his ability. 
Minister of Justice under Yasin al Has-himi. (924 -25. 
he resigned over the signing iff the Turkish 
Pet role urn Company’s concession, Preside ni of the 
Chamber of Deputies, 1925-76. Minister of Interior 
under lafar al VAari, l92fo-28. 

Asrain elected Deputy in I93tfi he resiened (with 
others) in 1931 in protest against the conduct of 







12 | 


^un ’SoitS'-. Gcivcmmcntt ami became a prominent 
member of the nationalist Hizh A Ikha a l Wutam. 
Chief Private Secretary to the King 193: 33 
Prime from March to Octobrt 1933 he 

■A'as appointed Senator in 3934, He helped 10 
organise the Euphrates, disturbances which forced Ah 
Judai to resign in spring 1935. and became Minister 
ol Interior in the Cabinet then formed by Ya«n al 
I lash im i- 

In he tied u> Istanbul alter Bekr Stdqss 

etttip tTSivL Reluming to Iraq in 1937. he opposed 
Jamil MadfaiS Government and was deported to 
An ah fur a short tame in 193®. 

Prime Minister from March J940 to January 1941, 
hz moved steadily towards a closer understanding 
'a 11 h the Aik He kept dose contact with the Italian 
Legation in Bagdad, supported tiic intrigues of the 
Mufti :»f Jerusalem, sponsored the overtures made 
by N-iji Shaukat ti/.v.i to the German Minister in 
t urkey, and encouraged the pro-Nazi press. Forced 
rcsigi, by British pressure 1 in January 1941, he 
returned to* office through a coup d'fitui in April, 
installed Sharif Sharaf in place of Lhe Regent and. 
backed by the Iraqi Army, refused to allow more 
than tine brigade of British troops in Iraq. 

In Miy I*41, when hosiiiiiics fwoki: out between 
the Iraqi Army and the British forces in Habkutiya. 
ho tried to unde the country against Britain but failed 
if* gel substantial tribal support* After the defeat of 
the Iraqi Foret?, he fled to Persia. Turkey, ami finally 
in Germany. 

He wj\ tried in iiJwu/ifl hv court martial and 
sentenced to death in 3 942. Recognised by die Axis 
a- legitimate Prime Minister of Iraq, he conducted 
an anti-British campaign by radio throughout the war. 
In 1945 he escaped through she German lines to 
Prague und thence, with a false passport and the 
unwilling assistance of Allied military transport, to 
Marseilles, from where he sailed to Beirut. He 
arrived at Riyadh in September 1945. declared him¬ 
self to tbn Saud and was granted asylum. 

He is still ir, Riyadh, an extra thorn in Saudi- 
Ha>himite relations Ibis Sand is said to be tired of 
him. Hut schemes to move him elsewhere have not 
been satisfactory, and seasonal rumours [Hat the 
Regent had pardoned him have proved untrue- He 
itil has admirers in traq, particularly in the Istiqlal 
Piifty. and it is bv ru* means certain that Iraq f>us 
sees/ the last of ham 


]U6. Rauf al tSiihrani 

Bagdad Shia, born MS-97. Educated ar the Bag-hid 
Law School, he was appointed to a clerical post in the 
Ministry of Finance in 1922 and n>sc- -it is said not 
entirely by merit -to be Director-General of Customs 

ami Excise in 1935 - 

Minister of Finance under Yasin al Ha* mn.it 
1935-36 Again Director General of Customs and 
P.scisc 1938 40. Minister of Finance under Nuri 
S iiJ 1949; of So,", i! Affairs under Rashid Ali 
1940-41 1 and .igatn of Social Affairs in Rashid All’s 
rebel Government m April Mav 1941, 

After Rashid Ali T s overthrow be fled to Persia, 
where he was arrested by British forces in autumn 
1941 and seal for interment to Sodthcni Rhodesia, 
Sent back (o Iraq for trial in 1944. he was condemned 
to ihre.’ years’ hard labour and sequestration of his 
properly. 

After his rdcvvc he engaged in business and 
gradually reinstated himself until in May 1950 he 
was appointed Director-Geneml of Income Tux 

Although he talM the convemiomil Arab oaiiormlisi 
langtiate. he was a tool rniSicr Ehan an associate of 
Rtikhtd Ali T-iirly in 1950 he m.idc himself known 
M EV member of ihiv Embassy and would like to 
rehabilitate himself in British evev, He speaks an 
English 


107, Rauf al Chatiirrfii 

Sunni of Bagdad, bom 18-S-4. Educated ul Istanbul 
and at Berlin and Geneva Universities. Before the 
war he was successive^ a clerk in ihc legal drafting 
department of the Turkish Ministry of Justice, a 
professor Of law at the Turkish Law College, 
Qalmmaqam of Diysla, and adviser on foreign affairs 
to the Turkish Governor of Bagdad. Immediately 
before ns full he ivjs the Mayor of Bagdad. He 
went to Berlin shortly before the occupation, and 
liter to Switzerland. He was not permuted to return 
to Bagdad until I920. 

In Bagdad he practised as a Lawyer and took no 
part in Nationalist agitation, but was asked to go with 
his father when she latter was deported to Istanbul 
in August 1920. He returned in 1921 and took up 
his law practice, obtaining much of the business of 
foreign Eirms owing to his knowledge of languages. 
Professor at the Bagdad Law 1 School 1922. Dean 1923. 

Deputy for Hilly. 1924. he opposed the 1922 Treaty. 
Minister of Finance under Abdul Muhsin al Sa'aduu. 
Minister of Juslice under Jafar al Askari 1 4 >2ri. Iraqi 
Minister to Ankara 1929, He resigned in 1930 and 
returned to Bagdad ns legal adviser to the Iraq 
Petroleum Company, 

Iraqi Minister in London 1936. He resigned in 
|939 an.l remained m tension, where he k now 
retired. Ho generally spends a few of the winter 
months in Bagdad, 

Rauf has a charming and kindly personality ansi 
kicks tin the intrigues and enthusiasms. of Iraqi 
politics wtlh an indulgent contempt, He is universally 
popular and consequently well informed, but will not 
Often talk about politics. He speaks English, French. 
German and Turkish, and is badly crippled with 
arthritis 


m. H;l/iuq (lih.tnnam 

Bagdad Christian, bom about I8&7 of n well-off 
family, Educated at the Lai in .School, Bagdad he 
associated with the Pachachis as a boy, Employed 
at tirst by a British linn in Bagdad he joined an Arab 
nationalist society and was exiled by the Turks, to 
Kaiseri. During the Fust World War he escaped to 
Persia and thence, idler the British occupation, to 
Bagdad, where he was employed as a translator for 
,m Arabic newspaper published by llac British 
authorities. 

He firsi began to publish At fraq in 1921 and is 
the doyen .■ f Bagdad journalist*, having; employed 
both Jcbttin Maikon fq -.i and Rafail Butti [cf’v i. 
Often a Deputy <the first lime in 1930k he begun 
to lean towards u woolly but vincere socialism during 
the Second World War! 

At fruit finally died out soon after the war. and 
Ra/vuLi is not now very active, though he has recently 
been seeking pertnifthon lo publish a new magazine, 
He speaks English and k pro-British 


109, Sa nd l mar 

Born in Kcrhulit in 1917. Shi a. Sou of Umar 
Huj Alwan, one of the Kerbula representatives on 
the onstituent Assembly, Educated al Kctbala and 
Bagdad. Graduated in ihc Law College about 1941 
Thereafter he practised as ii lawyer in Kucha la until 
!947. when he became Deputy for Kertotla, He was 
not re-elected in 194ft. but was pm in in a bye-election 
lalct in the year. Minister for Social Affeirs in Ali 
JnudntA Government of December 1949. ami of 
Bduotirm in Tawfik al SuwciJi's Cabinet in 
January 1950. A member of Nuri Pnsha’s Constitu¬ 
tional i nion Party November 1949. 

A proteg^ of Saleh Jibr. who was. a friend of his 
fatiter. He owns a little property in Kerbih. He 
i.-, full of large ideas but very inexperienced and 
unintelligent. 
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3Jii r Sariiq* hI Uo.«sam 

Bagdad Slna, bom about I-S95. Educated at the 
Bagdad Law School, he practised jv 3 lawyer for 
several years. 

EJ«tcd Deputy for Kut in 1930, he supported 
Vasin aE Hasbinh and was a member of the Ikha al 
^ iitani Party. Minister of Education under Vasin 
a| Hashinu 3 335- 36, Minister of Economic;, under 
Nuri Said [ 93 u qq 3rit j 0 f EJuctition under Rashid 
Ali in 1941. 

Remaining inactive during the 194] disturbances, 
he wd- Ministcj of Justice 1941 41 and ■- Com- 
munlcatianv pnd Works December 1943 10 June 1944 
under Nuri Said: of I'inancc under Muhammed a,v 
Sadr, January to June 344^; and of Defence under 
Muzahiui Pachachi from June to October 1948. A 
Senator from 1943. his appointment w.i-. not renewed 
in 194V, 

sadiq is a xenophobe with violent prenidice? and 
ill-concealed Fanaticism. As Minister of Defence in 
^948 lie was mainly responsible for the iicrcc sen¬ 
tence.- passed on Jew- bv the courts martini and for 
encouraging niltt-Jewish’ feeling. He does not like 
the British, and his policv is often indistinguishable 
fiu-ic th;d( of the Esuqtal Pam He speaks Arabic 
only, 

111 . Haqqi 

Kurd of Sulairtaniya, born 1®S3, Educate..! 
Military Academy. Istanbul us id gazettedAin officer 
in the Turkish army 1903, 

He joined; the Iraqi army on its formation in I9H 
and reached the rank of colonel. He resigned about 
f930 os 4 result of a disagreement with Taha al 
H&ihimJ. then C-G.S He ha^ subsequently held ptisis 
a- Dircctor-Gcncml of laiL. Director ^4 Civil 
M i j tkwi and finally, in about H39, Keeper of the 
Privy Purse at the Palace 
Minister of Defence under Arshad at Umari in 
t-Hft.. for lack of a suitable alternative Kurd, he 
afterwards reiumfri lo his post in the Palace 

He leads a quiet life and politically and socially 
is aim se unknown. He speaks nr> English, 

112 . Sukh Juhr. K,R.K, 

Shin, barn about 1897 in Nasiriya His father was 
a carpenter, originally from the Ikm Zrud tribe of 
Shaita. Educated in Nasiriya. he became a clerk 
sii the \aja! court in N| 9 . 

By 1924 he had risen to be head clerk in the 
Ministry of Justice. He entered the Bagdad Law- 
College the same year, ami after graduation in 
3 927 JS he was appointed as u judec and served for 
over two years in the Middle Euphrates. 

Elected Deputy for the MuntaTik in 1 930 and 1934, 
nc was Minister of Education under Jamil Minlfar 
November 1931 to February IT '4 Mutasarrif 
KcrbaJa 1935-26. ApptiintcJ Minister nf Justice 
under Hikmat Sulamian in October I93fi. lie resigned 
in June 1937 over the Euphrates disturbances and left 
the country He returned after Hikmat’s resignation 
and w-as a pm tinted Director-General of Ciusioms and 
Excise 

Mini-ter uf Education December Id.tg; in February 
1940 and then of Social Affairs until March 1940 
unde: Nuri Said. Mutavarrif of Basra from June 
1940, he supported the Regent when his Royal 
Highness fled to Basra in April 1941 to escape from 
Rashid Alt. Arrested by R&shid Ali, be narrowly 
escaped a heavy sentence and was released esn condi''- 
litm he left the country He withdrew 10 Tcht-rm and 
returned niter Rashid Ali's fall. 

Minister of Interior October Hdl to October 1942, 
of Finance until June 1943, and again of Interior 
until October 1943 under Nuri Said Minister t>* 
Finance June 1944 to Fcbmarv 1945 an d Aciins 
Minister of Supply August lo December 1944 under 


Hamdi Pachachi During Pdcfanehib absence be 
acic-.l as Prime Minister and was expected 10 form 

a Government when the Pachadii Cabinet resigned. 
He was not. However, chosen, and -.petit much of the 
summer of 194b in England, 

He was appointed honorary K.B.E, for war services 
in 1946. 

After a sh,cm lime ns Minister of Finance under 
Nun Said in November l d 4‘« he became the first 
Slu-j Prime Minister of Iraq after she elections of 
March 1947. Forced, to resign in January |94S py 
popular dcmofi-trations against the Portsmouth 
Treaty, be spent much of 1948 abroad, but gradually 
recovered his position during l i J49 and" became 
Minister cl Interior tinder' Tawfiq Suweidi in 
Febrtrary 1951), 

Salehs merit has justified has rise from obscurity 
Lo be the first 5hia Prime Minister and most powerful 
Shia politician n Iraq, He has a strong personality 
and b capable, energetic and couragous. His 
influence in the Euphrates area is greater than any 
othur man's and many of the better voting official's 
Lire hi.^ admirers On the other hand, as lie showed 
svhen Prime Minister, he L dictatorial, secretive, 
psmipims and vindictive; and thus he make.s many 
hEite- e-iemics. But he and Nuri Said are the two 
nuisi influential sLajesnien in Iraq, and as [ona as 
they co-operate their authority will not easilv be 
challenged.^ Division would weaken both, for Nuri 
tacks Saleh's strength of purpose and Saleh has none 
of Mini's adroitness Moreover, Saleh has far 
neglected to ettend his irtfluept-t m the north. 

As an administrator Syleb Jabr left a good name, 
thrjLtgli lie h-i-i Ii-x* aloof to make many ptusana] 
friends. As prime Minister lit concerned him-elf too 
much with long-range economic plamnjie and foreign 
policy, neglecting hk eollcagues and his enemies md 
the necessary sfiOft-lcrm epon-'mic measure- This 
neglect was the ultimate cause of his fail. 

His sympathies are with Britain, but he is a hard 
bargainer (or ihe irite-e>(- of his country. His great 
disappointment in foreign affairs was hk Failure in 
1947 to pewuade the Arab League to impose oil 
sanctions on the Americans as a re^ro il for their 
pro-Zionist policy. 

His first wife died in 193b and in 1942 Ire married 
the strong-minded and meddlesome daughter of ihc 
late Add a 1 al Jecvan. chief of the influential Albu 
Sultan tribe «if Hilla, During (he war her inter¬ 
ference Iom him much support w r heu the Albu S nil an 
were divided, but in recent years he has icgairtfid, and 
profited by, the Full support of the Hilhi district. 

He speaks English. ’ 


IT3, Salih Sail) 

Sunn- of the Jubur ink- of Mosul, born in IS9B. 
Commissioned in (he Turkish army in I9!t> and m 
(Fie Iraqi army in 1921, be was appointed instructor 
id the newly formed Small Amis School rn Btigdad. 
During (hb appointment he attended u small amis 
course at Hyilie. and later attended coursei at (he 
Iraqi’ Staff College and the Staff College, Camber icy 

A personal friend of Bekr Sidqi and a supporter of 
The 1936 t<>up ( f£taf . he wa-s retired a^ter the 
awissination af Bek? Sidui and appointed Av-istmt 
Dlreetor-Gcnera! of the Iraqi Stale Railways In 
1941. after Rashkl AjiN flrg;ht H be tm invited to 
reioin The army and appointed G O.C. 3rd Divi. 
si on I n 1 944 he succeeded km&i! Namiq tu.v.l as 
Chitff of the General St a if. He still holds this 
appointment He was promoted lieutenant-pen era I 
in 1945 ami general in 1949. 

He neither drinks, smokc.v nor gambles, and is said 
to be iust and honest; but he has neither the ability 
nor the pc^cmalib to be a good CG 5 . tmd bis 
imootence. av a teadcr was disposed in the I94g 
Pal.stint campaign. Bespeaks English 
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1 i -1. SaLini Tervi 

Bagdad Jew, horn lilWi LllllL'Utcd .U lee Alliance 
School, Bagdad* he entered the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department and rose lo he Direclor-GsjjejaL hi ibis 
position he co-operated whole-heartedly with the 
British fortes duritst; the war and was appointed 
Honorary Q.B.E., in 194ft. 

Me was piaced un pension whilst on leave in 
Europe in 1948 #nd has since lived in England and 
on Lhc continent i Ee and his wife speak English w ell 

Relumed lo Iraq April 1950, 


115, Sainian Stwikh D.md 

Bagdad Sunni, him about I WHO. Once u lawyer 
anj journalist, he was one of (he first Iraqis to attack 
the A\i* openly and independently in spceeho and 
in the preis after the outbreak of the Second World 
War. He was a member of the delegation oi Iraqi 
juuin.ali.4j. «ho visited Britain iri 1945 and is Bagdad 
representative of the Arab S’cw> Agency. He was 
elected Deputy in 1943, 1947 and 194S. 

Wealthy but given to women and drink, he has 
become a wreck of u mart Formerly a critic of Nuri 
Said's Governments he is now the boon-cumpamon 
of Nun's less reputable associate*. He has very little 
political influence, He speaks tome French. 


116. Sami Fflttah 

A native of Mosul of Kurdish origin, born in 19t)5, 
Educated at lhc Teachers' Training College In 
Bagdad, he taught in Iraqi schools from i^22 to 1925. 

In 1925 he joined the Iraqi Arm; and wa-, sent 
to Sandhurst in 19 2ft. Commissioned in the Iraqi 
Army tn 1928, he was attached to the newly formed 
Royal Iraqi Air Force ft mi returned to England for 
training with tlve R.A.F When he came back id Iraq 
he was appointed to the Royal Iraqi Atr Force, in 
which he has served ever sioce. 

He graduated from the Iraqi Stull College in 1937 
and in 1941, after the Rashid All rebellion, he was 
appointed Commander of lhc RXA-F lie ha?, held 
ibiv appointment ever since fwitii die rank of 
Brigadier!, except for a short interlude in 19-48 when 
be was sent to Europe on a secret arms purchasing 
mivnon which was a complete failure 

He is sm energetic and jovial man. a good 
disciplinarian. and one of lhc Iraqi army's best 
leader?.. He lias made evens effort to improve the 
iniiining and equipment of the EC LA F. He speaks 
English well a:sd hi? sympathies -are proBritish. 


117, s ami Shaw kut 

Sunnt of Bagdad, born LS93. Brother of Nait 
Shaw kill (tfo.F, Graduated from MiHlary College of 
Medicine. Istanbul, 1916, Joined the Arab army in 
Syria in |9j9. 

Appointed lo Iraqi I Icalth Service 3 921 : Director- 
General of !due*lion 1937; Diroctor-Gencral of 
Public Health IW; again Director-General of 
Education 1939, 

Mi niftier of Social Affairs 1939 and of Education 
1940 under Nuri Said. He was re-appoinlcd Director- 
General of Education in April 1940 tnd retained this 
position through Ihe disturbances of 1941 until 1943, 
when he became Dtrccior-Gcneral of Social Affairs. 

Resigned from Government service in 1445 atul 
started (he newspaper Bath ul Qavmi. which was 
violently nationalist. anti-Cwnmvmisl and anti-British 
and vti< suppress".! in 1946 In |949 Fie started a 
political parts named Malt, together with a few 
retired officials Elected Deputy for Kut in the bye- 
elections of June 1950, 

He i? earnest, obtuse and fairly hones.!, with an 
exaggerated soiw* of his own imp* irlsiucc He speaks 
Arabic and Turkish only. 


11#, Sluq ul Ajrl 

Sunni sheikh of lhc Shamniar Jurba tribe. Born 
jljout 1910 and educated at the American University 
jn BcLfiii. he succeeded to hi? father Ajil si Vawai as 
paramount sheikh OF the Shamnintr tn Iraq in 1940. 
and inherited the wealth which Ajil bad acquired from 
contracts with (he B,Q,D, Company ami the Iraqi 
State Railways, 

During the war he had disputes with his cousins, 
led by Misti'an a I Faisal. over the leadership of ihe 
SJumnuir, and with his younger brother Ahmad al 
Ajil f</.v 1 over their inheritance. In 1944 Ahmad 
uas suspected of lacing the author of a plot to poison 
him with locust bail. 

Sfuq was detained in Mosul in 1945 for failing lo 
insist the Government to control his tribesmen, and 
again in 194b for aggression against a neighbouring 
tribe, the Albu Mutiriwtt. tn 1948 he was replaced 
as paramount Sheikh first hv Mkli’an al Faisal, and 
later by his brother Ahmad. 

lie is Hubby, selfish and incapable. 

I Iff. Shakir al Wadi, M.V.O. 

Bagdad Sunni, born 1844 ; younger brother of 
Jamil al Wadi (r/.v.; An officer in the Turkish amay 
from |41? to clie Armistice, he joined the Iraqi antIV 
in 1921. 

Promoted captain in 1428. he was attached for 
training to British units in the United Kingdom in 
1929. In 1930 he was promoted major and made 
A. DA' to King Fmsal, on whose stall he served 
during It is Majesty's Stale visit to Britain in 1933. 
He was promoted lieutenant-colonel and attended the 
Staff College. Carrtberlcy, in 1935, 

Returning to Iraq in 1436. he was appointed 
C-S-O.L in the Kirkuk Division, of which Bcka Sklqi 
was the G.O.C., and was the latter's right-hand man 
mi the 1436 crtup J'F.air Appointed military attache 
in Loudon after the murder of fiekr Sidqi in 1937, he 
wa? dkmk-cd and placed on the retired list a few 
weeks later, and soon begun in lake ptirt in political 
intrigue. 

Appointed second seerdary in the (rasp Legation in 
Tell ran in 1934, he later fell under the inftueec of (he 
German Legation there stid u charge d'affaires in 
1941 he dutifully carried out tbe instructions of 
Rashid Ali’s rebel Government. 

C >nsu1 at Jerusalem 1941 44. First secretary l and 
sometimes chargf d'affaires) in the Iraqi Legation in 
London 1^44 16. Appointed Master of Ceremonies 
at die Baluev 1946, 

Minister of Defence under Nuri Said November 
[046 to March 1947 . under Saleh Jubr March 1947 
to January 1948 . under Muza him Fachuctu Octo¬ 
ber !94S" lo January 1949; under Nuri Said 
January 1944 to December 1949; and under Lawful 
Suwcitli front February 1950. Appointed Senator 
March 1949. 

Shakir enjoys the personal friendship and com 
ftfdcrtcc of the Regent, to whose influence he owes his 
frequent ministerial appointments luce 1946. He 
is ambitious and fairly capable : corrupt, but popular 
in the army, for whom, through hi-4 influence with 
the Regent, he can get things that others could not. 
He is widely disliked in political circles, partly 
through jealous’, md partly on account oF his very 
disreputable private life He speaks English well and 
suppivis Iraq’s Brit in h wflamon- 

1241. T>Th Sbawkat ut /rahawl 

Kurd, iwirn about 1898. the son of a colonel in the 
Ottoman army. Educated in Bagdad and at the 
Military Medical f ’olleec in Constantinople, he joined 
the Iraqi Health Service in 1922. 

He has sppdaLfi.cd in pathology, on which he has 
written a number i-f .tritely He is now Director of 
lhc Central Pathological Institute arid acting Pro¬ 
fessor of Pathology jn the Royal Medical College 


He was Minister of Social Adairs under Tawftq .U 
Suwcidi for- .i short time in 194ft. 

In ihe Royal Medical College he is an incompetent 
intriguer, but -^nce he is married lo a daughter of 
[fie late Mohammed Fad hi I Pasha a I Dagbcstam, 
smd therefore has conned ions will] Najib a l Rawi 
(i/.v.) ami Hikmat Stikiiman lie cannot easily 

be unseated. He speaks English. 

lit, i aha ail Ikshcnii 

Sunni of Bagdad, hum ISSS. Educated at Istanbul 
and served in the Turkish army in Arabia and lhc 
Yemen during the First World Wui AppLiiriled Lo 
the Turkish General Stall 1931). 

He returned |o Bagdad in 192^, joined the Iraq 
army and vran jfiven command of the troops in 
Mosul. C.G.S. 1923. He was on the stall of the 
High Commissioner for the frontier negotiations with 
Turkey after die Treaty of Lausanne 1924. When 
the post of C G S was abolished he became tutor to 
the then Crown Prince Ghu/.i 1924 : Chief of ihe 
Census Department [926; and Director uF Education. 
1928 In 1930 he again became C.G.S. In 1931 he 
visited the Imam Yahyu and concluded the Iraq- 
Ycmen Treaty of Friendship. He wa_s in Turkcj in 
October 1936 when the Bekr Sidqi emtp d'/tfaf forced 
the resignation of the prime Minister FT.l ha's brother, 
the late Vasin at Haiherni). and he did not return to 
Iraq unii! September 1937. after the murder of Bckr 
Sidqi. 

Elected I3epuly ftiif Bagdad December 1937 and 
again in 1939. in December 1938, in collaboration 
with the f G S.. Husain Faw-<rj f^.v.L he organised 
the military demonstration which caused ihe resigna¬ 
tion of Jamil Madfai iq.e.l and replaced him as Prime 
Minister b> Nuri Said Tatw became Muiistcr of 
Defence in Nuri's Government and retained tins ptirT 
folio in the succeeding Government of Rns hid All 
in 1940, lie resigned in January 1941 and himself 
became Prime Minister in February, He failed to 
break the influence of the picvAxis military clique, 
who overthrew him and set up the unconsiitutiomiil 
Government of Rashid All a month Later. Me then 
retired to Turkey, where he remained for the rest 
of the war, because Nuri Said was unwilling u> allow 
him to return. 

Since the war he has lived mostly in. Syria, visiting 
Iraq about every sis months in order lo draw ho 
pension His name is often mentioned as a possible 
leader of the Istiqbl Patty oc of a united sipposition. 
but nothing bus come nf these rumours. Mways 
overshadowed hy his brother Vasin, he now appears 
to lx; 3 spent force. 

t22, Tahsin Ah 

Bagdad Sunni. b«un I8W jnd dtientd at Bagdad 
and Istanbul, He fought for the Turks in the Balkans 
and at Basra bin joined the Sherihan army after Lire 
fall of Bagdad, became a brigade commander and 
was awarded tile M.C, 

Returning to Iraq with King Faisal he became 
Secretary the Ministry of Defence Appointed 
Commandimt of Police, Mosul, in 1922, he held a 
number of administrative ps^is, including those of 
Muiasamf of Basra and Mosul, until l l1 38, when 
he was made Director-General of the P. W.D. Again 
Muiasarrif of Mosul from 1939, he was removed by 
Rashid All in 1941 but restored after Rashid Ali’s 
flight. 

Minister of Education under Nuri Said 1941-43. 
Hen.,I u f the Royal Diw^n 1943-44. Minister of 
Defence for i short time under Hamdi Padmchi in 
1944, Director-General of Awqaf 1944 48. Rctirch.1 
1948. 

He was an official on the Ottoman model, stupid 
and obstinate but tolerant. His humour is 
Rabelaisian. 
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123, Tahsio Qadri. K.CA 

’.Sumn of Damascus, bum IS93. He was w ill) King 
Faisal ui Damascus and accompanied him to Europe 
in 1920. Came la Bagdad with the King and was 
appointed A D.C. in 1921. 

Master of Ccremoni^ at the Palace 1932. he 
accompanied King Faisal on his State visit to England 
in 1933. He resigned in 1936 Owing to Princess 
Azza’s seandaloLK murilagc. Counselor to Iraqi 
Legation. Tehran. !93<5, ConsufiCeneral, Bombay, 
1937. Director of Protocol in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in February and CnnsuLGcncnjl 
Beirut,_ in July 1939. |~i e became, in addition., 
Charge d 1 Affaires ai Damascus when the Iraqi 
Government rocognised the new Syrian Government: 
in 1943. Accredited as Minister to Syria and (he 
Lebanon in 1944. Acting Dircctor-GenqrpJ. Foreign 
Affairs, 1945. Minister at Park 194ft, Master of 
Ceremonies ul the Palace 1947 In June 1949 ho was 
temporarily appointed Minister at Tehran when the 
Regent \kited Persia in that year, but returned to 
his post ac the Palace a tew months later. 

fahstn k .sociable and clever and makes an clhcienl 
and agreeable Master of Ceremonies, He much 
enjoys, his whisky and the company of European 
ladies Politically lie is a lightweight and in spite of 
hk opportunities has little mlluenct over the Regent 
He is married to tlx- fiL-ires^ of Abdul Wahl mb Pasha 
Oarlas of Basra. He Speaks Turkish, French and 
English. 

124, Talifr Mushraq 

Bagdad Sunni, born 1900, ihe sun of a minor 
official. He took part in the anti-mandate and anti- 
British agnation of .ind 1923. 

He was employed in the Minisiry of lidacatioa 
from 1924 to 1931, when he was appointed first 
Secretary In the Iraqi Legation in Ankara. Director 
of the Consular Department in the Ministry for 
ffiireign Affairs 1935 : Consul-General, Beirut, 1937 • 
dismissed the service WS, Accountant-General and 
later Director-General of Propaganda in 1939. 

Appointed Consul-Genera] in Jerusalem in 1940, he 
supported Rashid All's rebel government in 1941 and 
spread anti-British propaganda. He was recalled to 
Iraq and interned after the collapse- of Rashid All. 

Became director of the Arab Bank in (945 ; is 
fanatically pro-Arab and anti-Jeu : lu>. not much 
knowledge of banking hit appears (o be on co<si 
terms with influeniial politicians such as Saleh Jabr. 

125, Ifinrflq mi \ \aib 

Sunni, bom about IS95. A student at the Law 
SchiHul its Rat’dad at tlie outhreak of (he First World 
War. he completed liis studies after the British 
occupation and was appointed to a post in the Depart, 
merit of Justice in 1923, 

From 192ft to 1943 he was a judge and served 
m many parts of the country, though the hulk of hk 
service was in Bagdad. He gained the reputation 
oF a strong and just judge without political ambit nuts 
Appointed MutasanniF of Kui 1943, arid transferred 
to Diwaniya I9.J4, Minister of Economics under 
Saleh Jabr from September 1947 to January 1948, 
and of Interior under Nuri Said from Mardh to 
September 1949 

He is d quiet, retiring man who neither smoker nor 
drinks 

Fie was a good judge, but a poor administrator 
He ts impassive and unimaginative, and needs always 
the letter of the law to support a decision that others 
may enforce. He speaks no English, 

12(S- Tottfin Suweidi 

Sunni, of a well-established Bagdad family, bom 
about IfWT Educated at Bagdad, fvtanbuland Paris, 
where he stadtrJ fnteniational Law, Lie wra«i ji-ps-H^inrecI 

£ 
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inTcrpretcr to the Ministry of Education at Istanbul 
in 1913 In the same yuai lie represented Iraq at tire 
Arab ConJurer.ee in Paris, During the First World 
Wa; lie was in Istanbul A tier the armistice he 
joined the Arab Govern men i in Syria anti was 
appointed a judge at Damascus. He relumed TO 
Bagdad m 1921 and was appointed Assistant Govern¬ 
ment Counsellor and Director of die Law School. 

Deputy from 1924. President of the Chamber 
1929, he has Held the following Cabinet posts : 
Education under Abdul Musin Sa'aduri I92R: 
Foreign Allairs under Jamil Mudfai in 1934: Justice 
in Jaiml Mad fat's twelve-day Cabinet of 193$ : 
Foreign Affairs again under Madfai 1937; Foreign 
Mi air under fa ha uJ IGsbimi 1941 Hu was Deputy 
Prime Minister under Nuri Pasha for a short lime in 
•943 bm resigned the following year when the con- 
siitiiEinfl.il validity of this office was called in question. 
He wji Prime Minister in 1929, 1946 and 1950., 

Towflq was Iraq? Minister at Tehran in 1931 and 
3i.iv had considerable diplomatic experience. As 
Minister for Foreign Arowr* he headed the Iraqi 
Delegation to Geneva in 1937. where he is said to 
have handled the Palestine and Assyrian questions 
with tact and moderation. He again represented Iraq 
m Geneva Ltt 1936 anti afterwards visited London to 
discuss the Palestine problem with the British Foreip 
and Colonial Secretaries- He was a member of the 
[cmiqE Delegation to (he San Fraaristv Conference in 
i ; >4F. and in h'dls he was one of the signatories of 
the unriitilled Portsmouth Treaty. 

J Its elder brother, the late Njji Suwddi. was a 
rominent member of Rashid All’s rebel Government 
u! Tawfijq was not implicated in the movement, 
Ncverthekso, he is not completely trusted by the 
Rcicut and wits in't appointed .i Senator until 1947. 
The Regent also vetoed Nun' proposal to include 
him in his Cabinet in the autumn of 1949. 

Tawfiq is intdligenL subtle ami not altogether 
honest, mtiter politically or financially. In Arab 
affairs he generally follows the Egyptian Ipd and 
in Iraqi polities he is normally opposed to Nuri Said 
hoi has co-opera led with him on occasion. He is 
popularly supposed, to be a Liberal, It was. he who 
permitted the operation of political parlies in 1946 
after they had been banned for many years, and for 
a short time in I'Mb he was president of (he Liberal 
Parts. He ako has some reputation as a nationalist, 
but it tv doubtful if any of his political convictions 
are strongly held. He is a rich man, s landed pro¬ 
prietor, who has also wide business inlerfciTS. m many 
cases, in partnership with Iraqi Jews. He is known 
to have used hts political influence in favour of his 
business interests. He lias a keen sense of humour* 
is excellent company and speaks French and English 
fluently but incorrectly. 

127. Tawfin WaJibi Ma'ruL C.B.K, 

Kurd of Sulaimfpiyi. born in 1887. Graduating 
from the Turkish Military College in 19(14, he served 
in European Turkey and was a regimental com¬ 
mander and later a stall officer in the Ottoman army 
during the 1914 IS war 

After the war he joined the Iraui army and was 
appointed Military Adviser to Sheikh Mahmud (r/.e.f 
in 1923 Leaving Sheikh Mahmud when the hitter's 
conduct became impossible, he was appointed Com- 
mamluiti of the Bagdad Military College with the 
rank of colonel- In 1929 he was sent on a course 
lo the I.'ruled Kingdom, 

Mulusarrif of SulaimamvJi for a short lime in 1930, 
he remained unemployed for several years afterward* 
but wti* ultimately appointed Director-General of 
Surveys lie resigned from Government vcnicc in 
1941 and made a comfortable fortune as a contractor 

Minister of Economics under Hamdi Pauhachi 
1 94-4 46, .if Education under Saleh fabr in 1947. and 


ol Social Affairs under fawftq M Suvvcidi in I95U. 
Made a Senator m 194M, 

Appointed Honorary CB.H. for war services iu 
1946. 

Tawfiti is keenly intcrcacd in Kurdish culture and 
has spent much time compiling Kurdish dictionaries 
and writing Kurdish grammar;, Fo young Kurdish 
nationalist he pleads moderation. but Lie is not 
influential with Theni- 

Hc is a kind man, frank, ail a Me and an Anglophile. 
His achievements tn office faff short of his excellent 
intentions,. and he is not a man to sway his colleagues. 
He speaks English. Persian and Turkish as well as 
Kurdish and Arabic. 

128. Thuhil Abdul Nor 

Bom 18-90, Sou of Azlz Abdul Nur. a prominent 
Jacob tic Christum of Mosul, He was christened 
Mikolc 

He became an officer m the Turkish army, 
Htlbcrzled money and fled to Syria to join tliu 
Sheri nan forces. At this time he became a Moslem 
and changed his name lo Thabil, 

He returned to Iraq in L92I and became prominent 
in extreme nationalist pulitKx Deputy for Mosul 
1930. 

Director of Oil Affairs in the Ministry of Economics 
and Communications 1933-33. He was tried for 
misappropriation of funds in 3 932, but was acquitted. 
Counsellor in the Iraqi Legation in London 1933 : 
Iraqi Oil Representative in London 1934; again 
Director of Oil A flairs in the Ministry of 
Economies and Communications 1935-36, Iraqi 
Charge d'AiIaires at Jcdda 1938. lie visited the 
Yemen in January 1939. 

\t the outbreak of she war in (939 he was on leave 
in Germany and did not return to Iraq IS is believed 
that he helped to prepare Arab it broadcasts from 
Berlin during the war, He has not since returned 
to Iraq For some time he lived in retirement at 
Lausanne, and was reportal in 1950 to be in Egypt, 
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Kurd, horn Kifri 1893. Educated at the Bagdad 
Law School, he si as a civil judge before the 1914 18 
war and Public Prosecutor to the Bagdad Military 
Court during the war 

He served as a judge again from 1921 to 1927, and 
from then to 1937 he was Mutawirrif in u number of 
provinces Director-GeneraI of Revenues 1937 38, 

Minister of 1-oonomics. and Communications and 
later of Interior under Nuri .Said, (939 40 ; of Com¬ 
munications and Works under Rashid Ali in 1940 , 
of Interior under Tabs id llashtmi in 1941 and. under 
Nuri Said 1943—44 ; of Justice under Tawfiq at 
Suwcidi in 1946, under Nuri Said November 1946 
to March 1947 and under Mohammed al Sadr 
January to March 1948 : and of Interior under 
Mu/a him Fachndit 1948-49 Deputy; Prime Minister 
under Nuri Said 1949 Again Vlmistei of Interior 
under All Jaudal December 1949 to February 1950. 
He has been a Senator since 1939, 

An amiable Nil stupid man, lie probably owes HU 
rise to eminence to the friends he made in the 
provinces (especially in the North) where he served 
as Mutusarrif. to the support of Nuri Sind, and lo a 
caution* and dignified demeanour. He speaks no 
English He enjoys the Regent** confidence. 

1,1(1, Yahya Dnvdni 

Sunni of Mosul* born 193 3, E'dueated Bagdad 
Law College, 

He joined Government service in 1936, WiS 
appointed Supcrintendem in the Council of Ministers' 
Office in 1937 and later transferred to the Iraqi State 
Railways, 
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He was at that time An active Left-winger, and 
was reported to have a hand iu the publication of the 
clandestine newspaper Al Shuraro, In 1943 he wu 
arrested for the distribution of Leftist literature and 
was discharged from the Iraqi State Railways, in 
1944 he started the newspaper AS Ska'ab us the organ 
of Lhe now defunct Leftist party of that name. He 
now owns and edits this paper himself, mid h is no 
longer connected with any party, lie visited England 
with a party of journalist, in 1945 and became a con¬ 
vinced and outspoken admirur of the British people. 
In 194(5 he joined the National Democratic Party 
but soon resigned owing to personal difference!;. He 
wai takto up by Saleh Jabr in 3 947 and accompanied 
him to London in January 1943 for the signature 
of the mi ratified Portsmouth Treaty. He again visited 
England in the summer of 1949, In addition lo 
journalism he practises as a lawyer and is paid a 
retainer by the Iraq Petroleum Company. 

Yahya K a clever young man with a frank and, 
friendly manner and a pronounced stammer, His 
newspaper is above the Jew level of the Bagdad press, 
and he tins the courage on oeeaskm to express 
unpopular opinions. He is completely loyal to Saleh 
Jabr. wJinvm he regards cis Iraq* main hope fur the 
future, He has not abandoned his Socialist leanings 
and is a sincere advocate of reforms, but he is rkwv 
no revolutiiwary. He is married to a niece of the 
late Amin Zafci Suleimai 1 ! and speaks ttnod English, 

131 . 3 Unis ll.ihrt 

Suani, bom ahmit [fhci of the Jubur tribe of Mosul. 
Known from his early days as an unprincipled and 
immoral character, he held minor Government dcrical 
pists from 1923 to 1926 

In 1926 he toured abroad and was repatriated 
slc*1 1 £UtC from Paris after K'lrij.- imprisorjcd [here for 
a misdemeanour. After a further tour from 1929 to 
to North Africa, Persia. Afghanistan, the 
HadramauL India and .Java, he returned to Iraq to 
publish an extreme nationalist newspaper At L't/ai*. 

In 1936 he sold himself to the German Legation 
and in 1939 he went to Berlin and became the 
announcer of the Berlin Arabic broadcast, He con¬ 
tinued to broadcast successfully from Berlin through- 
out liie war except for a break from spruiji 1942 lo 
.nuurrm 1943, during which time he wa-* popuf.irly 


supposed to have vjsitcd Iraq sccredy. He also 
assisted in tlie briefing of German agents setu lo Iraq. 

At tJiu end of the war he was reported lo be with 
Uic Mufti of Jerusalem and escaped through Switzer¬ 
land to Fan*, where he was raid iu Iv; used by the 
I rcnch and wdiere he is reported to be living under the 
name of B. Juburi. 

132. 3 i.i ^lu Abdullah d Gailuai ibaivida 

Sunni, born 1907 of the family of the Naaib of 
Bagdad, Educated at litigdad and Balliol College, 
Oxford. 

He returned to Iraq in 19J4 and Was appointed lo 
Lb*' Ministry for Foreign Affairs, in which he became 
Director of the Political Section in 1945 and Director- 
General in 1^49. He wav a member of the Iraqi 
Delegations to Arab League meetings in 3 949 and 

Yusuf i*. intelligent and friendly, cautious and a 
■dtk "hy. He takes no pan in politics and is well 
informed only on ihot.fi questions of Iraqi foreign 
policy on Which lie is employed- He complains of 
the amateurish and emotional conduct of Iraq's 
foreign relations by his successive political chiefs, and 
Ls. occasionally critical of the intervemiod of the 
Regent in the detailed conduct of foreign affairs. He 
L, however, a loyal, discreet and competent official 
He speaks excellent English, and his wife, who is also 
a Gailani, appear modeslh in mixed society, 

133. Y usuf Ghaniciu 

Chaldsm Catholic, born Bagdad about 1890. 
Elected Deputy for Bagdad in the (ir*[ Iraqi election*, 
?te w&s Minivtur of Finance under Abdul Muhsin 
Sa’adun in I92W ;iud under Tawljq al Suweidi in 1929 

Director^iencral of Revenues 1^32 and of the 
Ministry of Finance 1933 *34 and 1935 3<S Minister 
nr Finance under Ali Jawdat and Jamil Madftii 
1934-35, Manager of the Agricultural-Industrial 
Bank I9J6. Dirretor-General of AntiquiEies 1941. 
Minister of Supply under Hamdi Pacbfcehi 1944 
and of Finance under Arihid at L imn in 1946 and 
under Saleh Jabr in 1947, He is a Senator, 

Formerly handwork ine and inidligent but colour- 
les*. he i* now in very poor heaJih and will probablv 
never be active again. He speaks French and %ome 
English. 
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IRAQ: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 

Sir H, Muck to Mr, Younger. 'Received 34lh July) 


IN a 151, Confidential) Bagdad, 

Sir, \s July , ! 950, 

I have the honour to refer to my despatch 
No. 136 of 16th June, 1949. and to transmit 
to you herewith my annual report on the 
beads of foreign missions at this post. 

2. There are now three Embassies in 
Bagdad* the Iranian Legation having been 
raised to this status on 51st May* 1950, 
Ethiopia and Indonesia established Lega¬ 
tions during the year, but Poland and 
Czechoslovakia have ceased to be repre¬ 
sented. The Indonesian Minister died 
shortly after hid arrival in Bagdad. 

I have, Ac*. 

HENRY B. MACK. 


Enclosure in No. 17 

Kf^irt on ihc Head* of Foreign Mission* 
in Bagdad, I95(> 

(Passage* marked with an asterisk arc 
reproduced fro in previous reports) 

Afj haa feMip 

Sarda.rGhuia.irt Yahvu Tar/i, Minister (20lh June 
194$). 

’Sard li r GrniLim Tarzi w-as Minister of Com¬ 
munications in Kabul before conning here. His 
previous diplomatic experience had been in Berlin 
many years ago, and German is his only European 
language. His wife k related lo the Afghan Royal 
Family and they have seven children, (Written in 
J94S.) 

'He always seems rather lost and he has made no 
position for himself here, Hl> wire is purdah. 
(Written in 1949.) A grown-up daughter has recently 
emerged who speaks English and German. 

Egypt 

Nassau Zaki Bey, Minister (16th January, 1950). 

Zwki Rey is also appointed io Amman, but in the 
pre^iH strained relations between Egypt and Iordan, 
he has not yet presented his Letters. He is it career 
diplomat and h.is previously served at The Hague, 
Bucharest and Kabul. 

Zoki iky is plea sunt and cheerful and has an 
attractive young wife. He speaks English well. 
He should do better than his predecessor of w hom 
the Iraq Government did not try to make any use. 

trance 

Claude Achilla Clftruc, Minister (22nd June, 1950). 

Mp Georges EaLy. who had been Minister here 
since January 1948* left Bagdad with unconcealed 
joy in April 1950, to lake up ihe post of French 
representative on the Commission of Ten for Libya. 
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M, Chirac. who succeed* M. Bulay, is a career 
diplomatist. He served before the war at Washington 
and Tehran and was in charge of the consulate at 
Teiuarv which he handed over lo the Free French 
after the Allied landings m 1942. Hu was subsequently 
m Lisbon and Chungking and in Indo-China as 
diplomatic councilor to the High Commissioner. 
He was appointed Inspector-General of French 
■diplomatic mission* in 194". 

He gives me the impression that he will take more 
kindly to Bagdad than hi* predecessor. He speaks 
English well. 

Holy Sm 

Mgr. Arm and Etienne Banquet du Chayla, 
Apostolic Delegate, 20th November, I94tv 

'Mgr. du Chayla, tire Latin Archbishop of Bagdad, 
v as appointed ApoHoti- Delegate on 20ch November. 
3948, 3k' is a Frenchman and *i member of the 
Carmelite Order. His appointment represents a 
departure from the stand hitherto taken hy the Iraqi 
Government that the Apostolic Delegate in Iraq 
should not be the national of a major Power. He is 
an agreeable and cultivated man, and it is always a 
pleasure Lo mceE hsm. He has spent Ecu years in 
Bagdad. 

Mgr, du Chaylak diplomatic position is still not 
regularised* (Written in 1949.) 

Vtgr, du Chayhi i* a *id! man. He has returned to 
France m order to hav e an operation. 

Italy 

Alfonso Errera, Minister (14th April, 1949.). 

* Signor Errcru. who is a bachelor, aged 57, and a 
doctor by profession, was posted here from Monte¬ 
video. his first diplomatic post. His background js 
uncompromisingly anti-Fascist and he suffered e*ile 
from his country between 1929 and the end of (he 
war. He knows little of diplomacy and says he knows 
of no reason why he should have been sent (o Bagdad 
except that he iptaks some Ar.ihic of the North 
African variety. (Written in 3 949). 

Btgnof Errens iivcs in j hold and has made no 
attempt to settle down. He recently made a hid for 
Iraqi friendship in a public statement to the effect 
that Italy had no imperialist designs, that Italy and 
the Arabs were one family in the Mediterranean, 
and that Libya must be unified and independent. 

.Iordan 

Omar Zaki Pasha at AfyouuL Mmister (22nd June 
3950). 

Mohammed Ali al Ajbuni. who had been Minister 
since 1947* left Bagdad on I3(h March, 1950. on trans¬ 
fer to Ankara. 

Omar Zald Pasha, his predecessor here from 
1946 to (947, has resumed to Bagdad. The paragraph 
below is reproduced from the 1947 Head* of Missions 
report. 

■Omar Zaki hoi a long Connexion with Iraq, 
having been Qaimmatom of Kut in 1916. He later 
accompanied General Maude to Bagdad. After a 
considerable period as consul he was promoted 
Minister in October (946. though not a mao of 
any remarkable ability, he is a loyal servant of 
Transjordan (although by birth a Lebanese) and a 
firm supporter of Britain. He has always shown 
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himself most friendly to us. lie has a French wife, 
who appears little in public, and himself speaks 
French with treater facility than Engird*. (Written 
in 1947,) 

Lebanon 

Kadhim al Soil), Minister !9th August* 1947). 

* Kadhim a\ Sold i s a cousin of Riad at Soth. 
Prime Minister of the Lebanon, Aged about 4.5, 
and a Sunni Moslem of Beirut, he Is a graduate of the 
Da mase us Law School, He started Lt<Tas a joumuli*t, 
until his paper was suspended by the French. 
Subsequently he organised a small but influential 
nationalist (but not anti-British) political parly, 
the Nida aS Qammi, He '.peaks good French and 
ionic English. (Written in 1945,) Hi' w r ifc is 
purdah. 

Kadhim a! Solh does not >£Cn to have acquired 
any influence with the Iraqis ana I have seldom 
met him In Iraqi houses, 

Persia 

Mohammed $hayesich + Ambassador fJ3 sE May, 
1950). 

M. Shaywteh. who had been Minister ici Bagdad 
since 17th July* I^K was appointed to be the first 
Persian Ambassador when Persia and Iraq agreed 
to raiyc their Legations to Embassies, 

*Hi- previous post was Washington. \ friendly 
little man with a particularly pleasant wife. Both 
'peak English well and have made themselves, 
generally popular. (Written in 1949.) 

Saudi trafria 

Abdullah al Ktiiiyal, Minister t9lh February, 
1947). 

After a peritni in the Legation a, a Secretary and 
then as Charge d* Affaires, Abdullah al Khoiyal 
wiiSi appointed Minister in February 1947, He t% 
friendly and intelligent,. a genuine Saudi from 
Riyadh, but ii disliked by the Iraqis who suspect 
the Legation of acting as an intermediary between 
Rashid AIL and his friends in Iraq. S would not 
trust him fat. He baa taken lessons in English from 
ihc British Council staff and ha* made considerable 
progress. 

Last year he surprised Bagdad society by giving 
the first Saudi parly to which Ladle- were invited, 
lie went home for a month on lease in April, for the 
first lime in many years. 

Spain 

Juan Manuelde Aristegui. Minister(l Ith February,. 
I94&). 

•Formerly Spanish Consul-Heneral in Jerusalem, 
He is stout and amiable and speak* passable English. 
{Written in 1949.) 

He is no longer accredited IP Amman as well as 
Bagdad and b now resides i here continuously. 
He has little or nothing to do, but that does nut seem 
to worry him. 

I urkey 

Rahmi Apak, Minister (16th January. 695(1). 

M- Nehil Bati t who had always been very friendly, 
was transferred to Karachi in November and woi 
succeeded by M. Rahmi Apak, 

M. Apak is a former army officer whose first 
diplomatic appointment was as Minister to Portugal, 
about three years ago. 

He was a student at the Turkish Military College 
with Nun Pasha and Taha Pasha Ha&himi before the 
first world war, and served for a short time in Iraq 
in I9IA lie was Military Attache in Moscow from 
1924 to 3 927 and claims to speak Russian fluently. 
He left the army to enter ihc Turkish Parliament 
where he sat as a Republican Farcy deputy for about 

II years. 


He ii a rugged character, and I do not think he is 
making him self liked by the Iraqis. He is a keen 
bridge player. He speaks no English, and French 
with considerable effort. His wife, who is generally 
lacking in the graces, speaks very little French and 
no English. She surprised him by arriving unan¬ 
nounced in Bagdad with ineir daughter soon after 
his arrival. 

Lulled Sum 

The Hon. Edward Savage Crocker, Ambassador 
(12th March, 3949,) 

* Mr. Edward S. Crocker, u career diplomatist, 
before coming here was Counsellor al Warsaw, He 
has alio served at San Salvador. Rome, Budapest, 
Stockholm. Tokyo (where he spent eight years) and 
Lisbon. (Written in 1949,) 

Mr. Crocker ijtek-s Mr. Wadsworth's keenness 
and enthusiasm and 3 do not think l wrong him in 
saying that he has not taken ihc trouble (o acquire 
a real grasp of she problems with which wc have E*t 
deal- He brought back some enthusiasm for 
development after his vr-.il to the United Stales 
last year, but this evaporated after an ill-advised 
and unsuccessful press conference which he held 
here soon after his resurn. Mr. Crocker is, however, 
always ready K? delegate to his stiff whose relations, 
with my are dove ?nd cordial, Indeed. they 
usually consult m on any important reports which 
they are preparing. Mr. Crocket professes to regard 
Anglo American Co-operation ;ts -something slo 
natural that it cam be taken for granted, but he is 
inclined to midimIfi-e what the British have achieved, 
in Iraq in the past. 

Mr. Crocker has managed to spend nearly half 
ihc year away from Bagdad, in visiting other Middle 
Eastern posts, on leave in the Untied States, or 
touring in the north of Iraq. His chief activity is 
bridge, without which life is miserable for him, 
Mrs. Crocker qwot six months here during the 
heller part of the year. They arc both from New 
England. 1 must confess that they are not easy. 


ReprewntafivCf ace railed to (he Iraqi 
Gtivtrnmmt but resitkni ekewher* 

Belgium 

Count Geoffrey d'Asprentont-Lyrwfen, Minister 
(5th June, 1947), 

‘The Minivtcr resides jit Beirut and finds it hard 
to visit Bagdad. He spent Hires weeks here with 
his wife in Match and April 1949. This was his 
first visit for about eighteen months. (Written in 
1949.) He has not been here since, 

M. s aurenl Janssen resides here us Charge 
d*Affaire$, He and his wife are very friendly, but 
speak no English. 

Chirm 

Mr. Lee Ginfa has been Charge d’Affaires since 
JuK 19+6, and is recognised hv the Iraqi Government 
as representing the Nationalist. Government. Ho and 
tiri wife still appear at must diplomatic social functions. 

Denmark 

M. Axel Sport) rt-FiedLcr. Minister (7th April, 
1949), 

M. Sporom Fiedler, who wav formerly Danish 
Cooml-Gmerel in San Francisco, is also accredited 
to Tehran where he normally resides. He paid a 
short visit to Bagdad in April, accompanied by his 
wife, 

E thi o p ia 

l.iMas a Habt-Mikad, Minister {17ih September. 
1949). 
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He is also accredited to Cairo, where he normally 
resides, Jedda. Damascus and Beirut. 

I have not met him, 

Greece 

There is at prevent no Greek Minister accredited 
to the Iraqi Govern mrtn I. 

P M, Nicolas Nadji Vassiiiou who has been Cfaarg£ 
tf Affaires singe 27th November, 1947, is also Charge 
d 1 II Affaires in Beirut, where he resides. He has paid 
one short visit to Bagdad since my arrival. He is 
rut her boisterous, and did not impress me altogether 
favourably. (Written in 1948.) 

He has not reappeared- 

Indonrria 

Haji DahIan Abdullah, who presented his credentials 
as the first Indonesian Minister to Iraq on Slh April, 
1950, was almost al once taken ill and died on 
12th May, 6950. His successor has not yet been 
named. 

The Charge d‘Affaires is the Secretary of Legation, 
Muhiycddin Muktar. who is friendly and speaks 
fair English, 

Netherlands 

M, W A. A. M. Daniels, Minister ilJiti December, 
6947). 

*M. Daniels resides in Ankara. I have nut met 
him. So far us I know- he has not visited Bagdad 
since my arrival, i Written m 1949.) 

M. fl. A. Piets is Charge d’Aifairess in Bagdad, He 
arrived here in July 1944, to establish the Legation. 
He has an English wife, speaks excellent English 
and is very friendly. They are a pleasant addition 
to the diplomatic body, 

Norway 

VL Ernest Krogh-Harisen, Minister it4th April, 
1949), 

“M. Krogh-Hansen is accredited also to Turkey 
and Pakistan and is resident in Ankara. He spenl 
two weeks here after presenting his credentials in the 
(vain) hope of concluding an Air Agreement rapidly. 

(Written in 1949.) 

He lias not been here since. 


Soviet L'nion 

There is now no Soviet Minister accredited to 
Bagdad, M, Zaitsev having been transferred to ibe 
Netherlands, Since his departure in June t94S T 
the Soviet Legation remained in charge of the Second 
Secretary until 3rd April, 1950, when M. Sergei 
Nemchirsov took charge m First Secretary. M. 
Nettiehinov came from Moscow where he had been 
concerned with Middle Eastern affairs. He is not an 
aggressive type of Russian and seems to want to 
make himself agreeable. He speaks English slowly 
and carefully. He is married, 

Sweden 

AT H, Eriksson* Minister (27ih June, 1949). 

M, Eriksson is also accredited to Tehran and 
normally resides there. 

He paid a short visit to Bagdad in February 1950. 

SwitrerDmi 

M. F, Kappeler. Charge d’Affaires fn prrtl (Ztith 
April; 1950). 

The Swiss Minister in Cairo is no longer accredited 
to Bagdad, Beirui and Damascus., where M, Kappdcr 
has been appointed Charge d'Affaires. M. Kappeler 
resides in Beirut, Me Was in Bagdad for about a 
month after presenting his credential'. He is friendly, 
fussy and Long-winded. He and his wife both speak. 
English well. 

The only resident member of (he staff of the Swiss 
Legation is M. E. Klocti, Vice-Consul, who describes 
himsetf as " Gerant dc la Chancel teric Diplomatique ** 

M. Klocti's predecessor M, Alfred Ilg. committed 
suicide in the Legation in February. He had been in. 
Bagdad for only three and a half months. 

Syria 

Aiif asSolh, Minister xmee April 1947, left Bagdad 
in May 1949, ,md has since been transferred else¬ 
where,’ No new Minriter has yet been appointed 

The (barge J’Afl'aircs is now VI. Vi^sib Cltchab, 
First Secretary, who arrived in April. He had 
previously served for five years in Cairo and live 
months in Jedda. He speuEs bad French and no 
English. 


x 








